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Dedicatory N orway Pioneers 


The paragraphs that follow are a tribute to the wonderful pio- 
neers of our community. 


They were not looking for wealth — but a place to build a home 
where they could be free and independent. 


All of them seemed to be self-sufficient, and through it all they 
preserved our precious heritage of freedom. Coming from the old 
world, they knew hardships, and so were not concerned about them 
in this new land — for they brought with them a home instinct, a 
religion, and the need for an education. 


Most of these families were builders of the church which nurtured | 
their souls for a century; and then with love and care they plotted 
and planned a resting place for those who had died — the ceme- 
teries. Thus to them of the past, we bow our heads in gratitude. 


To them we dedicate this book. 


by Marian Brownlie Dennis 
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Osman Tuttle 


Backward Turn Backward Oh 
Time In Thy Plight 


One-hundred years ago 


As we approach this pleasant task of attempting to compile the 
100 year history of this community, perhaps, in order to get into 
the proper state of mind, we should consider what conditions were 


like 100 years ago. 


In the summer of 1863, we were engaged in the third year of ve 
Civil War. Just two weeks after this village was surveyed, two of 
the most crucial battles of the war were won by the North. 


General George G. Meade’s Union forces defeated the Confeder- 
ate forces under Robert E. Lee at Gettysburg during the first 3 days 
of July. On July Fourth, Vicksburg, the Gibraltor of the South, fell 
to the Union forces under Grant. Vicksburg had been the last Con- 
federate stronghold on the Mississippi. This was the beginning of 
the fall of the South, for this gave the North control of the river 
from New Orleans to its head waters. This defeat cost the South 
the food from Texas, Louisiana, and Arkansas, west of the Missis- 
sippi. It was on November 19 of that year that Lincoln delivered 
his famous Gettysburg Address. 


January 1, 1863, Lincoln issued the Emancipation Proclamation. 
Transcontinental telegraph lines connecting the eastern part of the 
United States with California had been completed slightly more 
than a year earlier. 


The Homestead Act had been passed by Congress in 1862, which 
allowed any settler to obtain 160 acres of public land without 
charge. Agriculture in 1863 was a sleeping giant suddenly come 
to life. With the passage of the Homestead Act, millions of acres 
of land, rich, fertile and undeveloped, were opened up to Americans 
with enough enterprise to work them. Between 1862 and 1910, 243 
million acres of public land were switched to private ownership. The 
people swarmed to the land. They came from everywhere. They 
were restless eastern farmers looking for something better; poverty 
stricken urban families seeking their fortunes in the open spaces; 
imigrants from every country in Europe. No matter what their ori- 
gin, they discovered that they had chosen a new life that imposed 
its own stern hardships. Depending on where they settled, they 
struggled through bitterly cold winters or bouts with malaria and 
diptheria. They faced droughts and Indians, locusts and grasshop- 
pers. Many died young. Many saw their children die. 
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They learned that they must depend on their own industry and 
ingenuity for survival. They not only produced crops and livestock, 
but they made their own farm implements, furniture, and clothing. 
They cut timber to build their homes, barns, schools, and churches. 
Men and women and animals furnished the power to run American 
agriculture in 1863. There had been a few changes in farming me- 
thods since the Middle Ages, but they were minor. Inventions ot 
agricultural machinery generally had come slowly, and they were 
accepted by farmers even more slowly. 

Women powered the home and raised the children, they milk- 
ed the cows and tended the chickens and looked after the vegetable 
garden. They lugged water and built fires, they scrubbed the wash 
and ironed clothes, they did the canning, and grew old before their 
time. 

The wind pumped water for cattle, women usually had to pump 
and carry their own. Waterwheels ground the grain for bread, but 
women kneaded the dough by hand. Horses and oxen pulled plows, 
but animals couldn't help with kitchen and household chores. The 
pioneer woman lived a burdensome life. 


One hundred years ago, this section of Iowa abounded with wild 
game. The wild turkey, ducks, geese, the prairie chicken, grouse 
and quail were here in great numbers. Th wild pigeon, which mys- 
teriously came from nowhere, just as mysteriously disappeared, fly- 
ing in such dense flocks as to almost obliterate the sun. The streams 
were filled with the finest of fish. Deer roamed the prairie and the 
timber, and there also was a plentiful supply of wolves and foxes. 

There was wild fruit in great abundance. The early settlers told 
of breaking the prairies, in the lower fields, the strawberries were 
so thick that the furrow turned over red. 

Part of Benton County was ceded by the Indians to the white 
man in 1837. The remainder of the county was ceded in 1843. How- 
ever, the Indians continued to roam over the county for many years 
thereafter. In the sixties and seventies they annually would camp 
on Indian Hill, now part of the Louis Frese farm. They mingled 
with the settlers and got much food from the “Pale Face’. 

As late as 1900—1905 they would camp each fall on the roadside 

4% miles west and % mile south of Norway. They came when the 
trapping season opened. For many years, even as late as perhaps 
1905, large numbers of them would be seen on the old Cedar Rapids 
—Marengo road moving from the Iowa River to the Cedar, camping 
enroute on Prairie Creek in the Buchanan and Andrew Tow pas- 
tures. 

Henry Tuttle told of seeing a large group of them going east past 
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where Stella and Merle Merrit now live. There was a small clump 
of willows on the roadside with a ditch running full of water. He 
saw two older squaws and a young squaw stop. They built a fire, 
the young squaw gave birth toa papoose. The papoose was washed 
in the stream. An hour later the mother picked the child in her 
arms and continued the march. 


Until perhaps 35 years ago the horse was the principal source of 
power (before the coming of the tractor). This meant that each 
spring the farmers spent many days, before field work started, break- 
ing in the colts to the collar. He spent many days mending the har- 
ness and oiling them for another year’s work. Wood was the fuel 
used so it was a big job in the winter cutting the trees and chopping 
them for use in the heater and cook stove. The women stood over 
these hot stoves all summer preparing the meals and praying that 
some more pleasant way of cooking and canning food could be 
found. It has only been of recent years that food lockers and re- 
frigerators and home freezers have come into being. Before the 
coming of these blessings, food had to be processed to keep during 
the summers. During the winter, pork and beef could be kept in 
a cold room and cooked fresh, but it was a different story for the 
summer months. It was a job that took weeks to cure hams and 
bacons in brines and then to smoke them, hickory being a preferred 
wood for the job. Beef was corned, (Jigg’s famous corned beef and 
cabbage) by being cured in a brine solution and much beef was 
canned. All of this meant a busy winter for the farm family. 

Even the matter of giving proper burial of the dead often posed 
a problem. | 

It is a matter of record that Rueben Buskirb settled in Benton 
County in 1840, east of where Vinton now is located. He died Octo- 
ber 10, 1842, there was no lumber with which to build a casket, so 
the few neighbors felled a big tree. A log of suitable length was 
cut off and split. Ha'f of this log was placed in the grave, upon 
which the body was deposited, suitable blocks were then placed 
at the head and feet and the other half of the log was lowered over 
the body, after which the grave was filled. Mr. Lymon D. Bordwell 
was one of the five persons present. 

The part of the State of lowa now known as Benton County 
was established in April, 1846. There appears to have been no uni- 
form rule or custom in the Territory or State of Iowa for the organi- 
zation of counties. Benton County was declared to be organized 
by act of the Territorial Legislature. This same Territorial Legis- 
lature decreed that the county of Tama, and all counties lying west 
of the county of Tama be, and the same are hereby attached to the 
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county of Benton for election, revenue and judicial purposes. 

Florence Township was originally Cue Township. It was estab- 
lished as Cue Township in 1855 and changed to Florence Township 
in 1862. 

Where the name of Florence, for the township, came from no one 
seems to know. It appears that it was just a name that someone 
liked. 

The early pioneers used to say that it was difficult to know who 
really were the first settlers in this part of the county. Bill Cue, 
after whom the grove north of town was named, and later Cue 
Township also named, was, no doubt, the first actual settler. He 
vas a squatter, and must have settled here in about 1840 or 1841. 
He came into this new and unexplored region with a large family. 
He built a large log house near a spring in the grove. There may 
have been white hunters and trappers roaming over this part of the 
county before that time, but no one had actually settled here. In 
the early sixties the Cue family moved westward. Cue telling his 
friends, “I hate close up neighbors.” One son, Ben, remained in the 
community. In 1862 he enlisted in the Union army and was killed 
during the war. 

Norway was surveyed on June 15, 1863, by the county surveyor, 
on the N.E. quarter of the N.W. quarter of Section 20, Township 
82, Range 9, Osman Tuttle and wife, Helena Sophia Tuttle, pro- 
prietors. 

Osman Tuttle, a Norwegian immigrant, gave the Cedar Rapids 
and Missouri River Railroad (now the Chicago and Northwestern ) 
the proposition that he would give said railroad some 7-11 acres 
of land if they would place a railroad station on it. He also speci- 
fied that the station should bear the name of Norway. After some 
discussion, between Tuttle and the railroad officials, the deal was 
made. 

John I. Blair, one of the outstanding railroad men of the time, 
was the principal representative of the railroad. His engineers 
argued against placing a station on that site; they felt that the pro- 
per place for a station was near Mud Creek, some eighty rods east. 
They reasoned that the station should be nearer water, but Blair 
saw the feasibility of piping water from Prairie Creek. 

The railroad having been built as far west as Chelsea during the 
summer of 1861, had maintained a watering station near Mud 
Creek, and it is reasonable to assume that there were some cabins 
there for railroad workers. However, there never was a town plat- 
ted there. 


Henry Thomas, now 96 years old and sound of mind, who has 
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spent his entire life in Norway and within 2% miles of Norway says 
that he cannot remember ever seeing any buildings by Mud Creek. 
In February of 1863, four months before Norway was surveyed, 
there had been a Post Office established near Mud Creek on the 
railroad. This Post Office was given the name of Florence, perhaps 
because of the township in which it was located. 


There has been much controversy over which was the original 
name of this village, some claiming that it was Florence, others 
claiming that it was Norway. The original document showing the 
platting of the town is still intact, showing it as being named Nor- 
way, and the railroad station being named Norway. The name Nor- 
way was distasteful to some so a petition was presented to the Ben- 
ton County Board of Supervisors to have the name changed to 
Florence. The following item is copied ver-batim from the 1865 re- 
cords of the Board of Supervisors of Benton County: 


Now to wit October 17 A.D. 1865 it still being of the regular 
October meeting of the Board of Supervisors of Benton County. 
The matter of the petition for the change of the name of the town 
of Norway in Benton County coming on to be heard before said 
Board of Supervisors in conformity to law and the order of said 
Board made at the September meeting for 1865. 


It is therefore ordered, adjudged and decreed by the said Board 
of Supervisors that the name of the said town of Norway in Benton 
County, Iowa, be and the same is hereby changed to Florence. 


James Mcquin — Chairman 
James Chapin — Clerk 
October 17 A.D. 1865 


Therefore the town was Norway from June 15, 1863, until Octo- 
ber 17, 1865, when it became Florence. 


Upon the changing of the name to F lorence the railroad refused 
to change the name of the depot; they would not break faith with 
Osman Tuttle. Consequently from October 17, 1865, until Jan- 
uary 1880, when the name was changed back to Norway, they had 
Florence Post Office and Norway station. The confusion was so 
great that everyone was glad to get the railroad station and Post 
Office under the same name. The name of the town was changed 
back to Norway in January, but it took the Post Office Department 
a few weeks to confirm, this change taking place on February 18, 
1880. 


ey jen 


it paiwode tovaunoh laatgino 
104 beeen goiod 2s ti gniworle ‘Neda lise at aro 
“i acne od T yevro bertea gried moitate “aur 
4198 oi) ot boinseo1q enw aoititeg 6 08 qan0e 09 lute zaw yaw 
0 begued> somes oi syed of gr pei io busofl pa Spy 901 
“on BABE ody mori revitnal-v9y for 5 ae sawi yaiwollot adT soa! 

‘vio noted SD ceideek to trast ah be ciene 
wiyox oft bo gated Mise 1.3081 <2.A TE wdotsO fiw of wot 
vinwo ootnet to meeiviequé to fisoll od? lo paiieem tdois0 
awot ait to smaa ot to oysarto osit yo! ooiliteq ot lo team sdT 
bige svoled bused ed of no gaimoo yinwoD nofasd ni yawio to 
bine to rab add bar wal of inotaos ni roezivisque to 

E88 rot yaiiesen mdareiqe2 ont tx sbaart 


basof bine sd) yd boemeb bax bsybujbs bebo swisred) a il 
aotasé ni yew! to awoi bisa or) to oma od? tad) emeiviagyé to 
oraolt of heyusits ydeted a aimee od? baa od ewol vino 


anrtiad  -- niupotd weal 
hal — niqadD eomel| ¥ 
SL A.A Ti sedomeO hag 


~O190 fit 238! Sf onu{ mot yew sew awot odd owlondT 
sone! amased tN mer CHBL nara ae 


beavter beorlist od? sono. of antan off} Yo} ; 
per fpeatreeenian wt song mene. 

<6} lite 200 Th wdowrO 

bud yor eet tot ings son ui se 
eo esw aolentnos odT pl unechaerrnn <4 3: ee 
rot bes nottet: baorlier on) toy of Hy jes 
Sear aus Soi 
prc rhpoloestaey a pect ig: 


nee 


Town Of N orway 


The first settler was O. B. Dutton of Masonville, who took charge 
of the railroad station. He lived in a freight car while his house 
and store were being built. He, for awhile, operated a grocery and 
dry goods business from a freight car. The store that he built still 
stands, know as the Hofferd building, where the Gamble store now 
is. The Duttons left Norway and moved to Missouri Valley where 
he entered the banking business. The first death in Norway was a 
son of Dutton’s. The next settlers were Joseph Meier and W. L. 
Harper, 
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Margaret Harper was the first child born in Norway. 

W. F. Atkinson built a store in 1865. It was located where the 
Benton County Savings Bank now stands. Mr. Atkinson had served 
in the Union Army for three years, having enlisted from Illinois. 
He operated a grocery and dry goods business for 12 years and.was 
Post Master for 10 of those years. 

Another very early merchant was N. B. Churchill. As to how long 
he was in business, there is very little information. 

Before the Chicago and Milwaukee Railroad was built through 
Benton County, the town of Norway had a large trade territory. 
There was no Atkins, no Newhall to the north. There was no Wat- 
kins to the west until 1873, no Walford to the southeast, consequent- 
ly, the farmers from those directions came to Norway to do their 
business. Norway had in those early days, two lumber-yards, three 
blacksmith shops, two wagon shops, five stores, grain elevators, a 
flour mill, a bank, a newspaper, a tile and brick yard, a thriving 
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creamery, four saloons so that no one had to go home thirsty. 

Norway had an oatmeal mill before the Quaker Oats was estab- 
lished in Cedar Rapids. This oatmeal mill was doing a thriving 
business until it caught afire and burned to the ground. It was 
not rebuilt. 

Henry Behle, a blacksmith and wagon maker, established his 
business here in 1867 and continued in business for 25-30 years. 

In 1867, E. M. Calkin opened a drug store here. He later took a 
partner by the name of Reeves. 

In 1869, O. G. Berg, a Norwegian immigrant who had lived for 
a few years at Leland, Illinois, settled in Norway. He had a wagon 
making business and was known as one of the best in lowa. 

In the next few years new businesses were established in great 
numbers. 

In 1867 S. H. Springer and son, Theodore (Dory), opened a 
drug store. Both father and son were druggists. This business 
was closed about 1902 or 1903. 

Dr. J. A. Smith hung out his shingle in 1872 and served this com- 
munity for 30 years. 

Dr. S. O, Stockslager opened up his office in 1875. He was a na- 
tive of Baltimore, Maryland. 

In 1869 William Pirie with his wife and nine children came to 
Norway from Scotland. Of this family of nine, James, William, 
Alex, John, Mary, George, Robert, Arch and Hans. William Pirie 
was a blacksmith and employed several of his boys shoeing horses 
and repairing the farmers’ machinery, The Pirie made a Scotch 
harrow, all made by hand. Almost every farmer had one of these 
harrows. James and Hans were the only Piries who remained here, 
both followed the blacksmith and implement business. 

The Hans Piries had one son, Glen. The James Piries had eight 
children, Mary, William, Julia, Arch, Etta, George, Ethel and Ha- 
zel. The Pirie family was in business in Norway perhaps longer 
than any other family. 

Harvey B. Haradon opened a harness shop here in 1866 and re- 
mained in business for nearly forty years. He made practically all 
of his harness by hand in his shop. 

Martin Sperbeck was the first carpenter and contractor to locate 
here. Mr. Sperbeck was a New Yorker. As a young man he spent 
ten years in California, following the mining and hotel business. 
In 1864 he crossed the plains with fifty horses. He settled 
in Norway in 1867. 

August Jackson was the first person to open a hardware busi- 
ness in Norway. His business was established in the late sixties. 
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In 1879 J. D. Farrar opened a hardware business here. Others 
to follow in this business, through the years were Walter and Doe- 
bel, Werning and McGregor, McGregor and Creppen, Jacob Kimm, 
Ralph Buchanan, and the last one being Harold Cole in the Gamble 
Store. 

The first lumber business established here was that of T. H. 
Brown. In 1886 G. A. Miller and Son opened a lumber and farm 
machinery place of business. Those to follow in the lumber busi- 
ness were Ben Tamblyn, W. H. Blakely, Albert Johnson. 

In 1927, W. H. Blakely sold out to the present owners, Denniston 
and Partridge. In December of 1941 the Denniston and Partridge 
business caught fire and burned to the ground. Fire departments 
from several of the neighboring towns helped to keep the fire from 
reaching other buildings. The lumber yard was immediately re- 
built. 

The first meat market to go into business was that of a Mr. Young- 
love. 

Wm. Siepman is no doubt the best remembered of all our butch- 
_ers. Others to follow were Jerry Rygr and the grocery stores, 

Philip Wagner was perhaps the first carpenter of this commun- 
ity. 
In the last 50-60 years no doubt the leading carpenters of this 
town were the Larsons. A little later Jacob Kimm set up business 
here. 

Lars Larson came from Norway, Europe, with a large family of 
children: Andrew, Shure, Lewis, Peter, and Gunwald, who were 
all skilled carpenters. Shure Larson bujlt many of the homes and 
farm buildings for miles around here. Shure Larson had a large 
family and practically all of his sons followed in their father’s foot- 
steps. Two of Shure Larson’s sons, Arnold and Woodrow, were 
the foremen in the construction of the beautiful Masonic Library 
in Cedar Rapids. 

Albert M. Johnson was another very important builder in this 
community. He ran a large crew of carpenters for 20-30 years. 
Mr. Johnson later owned a lumber yard in the east part of town. 

Tom Swenson was one of the most exacting craftsmen ever to 
live in this community. His services were always in demand. He 
was an active carpenter in this community from perhaps 1900 to 
the late 1930’s. Tom Swenson’s wife was a sister of Shure Larson, 

Jacob Kimm moved into Norway in about 1904. The first build- 
ing he constructed was the Opera House, built in 1904 and torn 
down in 1962. Mr. Kimm passed away at the age of 90, he remained 
active until 3 or 4 years before his death. You could see him 
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SIEPMAN AND COMPANY 


This place of business opened up in 1884. They employed one 
man, ran a wagon in the country for the accommodation of their 
country customers, bought hides, poultry and tallow. Their stock 
included all kinds of fresh and salt meats, pickled and canned 
goods, and everything usually kept in a first-class establishment 
of this kind. Ed's Tavern is now located in this place of business. 


working on top of corn cribs when he was in his middle eighties. 

Carpenters of more recent years are Elmer Swenson, Elmer Mel- 
berg, Archie Kimm and Keith Kimm. 

Chris Ellertson came from Norway, Europe. He operated the 
flour mill which stood where the lumber yard now is. 

This community has always been blessed with good grocery and 
dry-goods stores. 

Already mentioned were O. B. Dutton, W. F. Atkinson and W. B. 
Churchill. To follow these were James Jensen, who bought out 
the Atkinsen Store in 1877, remaining in business for about eight 
years when in 1885 he sold out to Frank and John Pickart. The 
Pickarts were followed in that store by Lucas and Smith. Lucas 
and Smith were the last merchants in the Atkinsen building. 

J.H. Harkness opened a grocery business in 1879. It was in 
the building-now occupied by: Ray’s Clover Farm Store. Homer 
Harkness remained in business until 1904 or 1905. 

John Brown opened a clothing store in Norway in 1885. He had 
been a newsboy on a passenger train that passed through the town, 
he saw an opportunity for a business here and for a number of 
years operated a store dealing in men’s dress clothing and work 
clothes. 
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Perhaps one of the best remembered stores of this town is the 
Hofferd store. It was established in 1887 by Jake and Henry 
Hofferd (brothers). They had come from Ohio as carpenters. The 
brothers remained in partnership until 1912 when Henry sold out 
his interest. 

Jake then took his son Frank into the business. Later, in 1919, 
Jake sold his interest to Frank and Frank closed his business in 
1934. 

Frank has lived longer in this town than any other person. He 
was born in Norway, and has spent his entire 80 years in this town. 

John Sunde, an immigrant from Norway, opened a general store 
in 1882. The store stood where the locker plant is today. He was 
assisted by a brother, Racine. Mr. Sunde remained in business 
until about 1900 when he sold out to Julius and Andrew Hougen. 
The Hougens were in business perhaps a dozen years. 

George Smith opened a general store in the Opera House in 1905 
or 1906. His brother, Ferdinand, was his number one clerk. George 
remained in the business until 1911 when he sold out to A .C. 
Heynen. Mr. Heynen had been a traveling salesman before com- 
ing to Norway. H remained in business until 1918. 

The next one to establish a general store in the Opera House was 
A. B. Johnson, who opened his place of business in 1920. For a 
good many years his father, Albert Johnson, was a most obliging 
assistant. Lizzie Trojovsky was a clerk in this store for perhaps 
30 years. Al operated this business for 36% years. 


Henry Hofferd bought a grocery business in Rowley after selling 
out to his brother, Jake, in 1912. He remained there a few years 
then returned to Norway and went into the grocery business in 
the store where the Clover Farm Store now is. Henry later sold 
this business to his son, Ernest, who ran the business for a few years. 


Raymond and Gertrude Detlefsen came to Norway in the fall 
of 1938 and opened the Clover Farm Store. Their business has 
grown from a very modest beginning to an outstanding grocery 
and dry goods business. 

Others who have been in the grocery business for shorter periods 
in Norway have been Louis Erger, Ronald Erger, Clarence Jen- 
nings, Archie Montague, Ira Montague, and a Mr. Abadeely. 

One of the places of business that stood out for many years was 
Challed’s drug store. Charlie Challed came here about 1905 or 
1906. The soda fountain was the first one in this town and was 
very popular among the younger people. 

The grain dealer has always been an important person in any 
community in the mid-west. There must have been elevators be- 
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fore C, P. Christianson, but none of the history books of this town 
mention any. Mr. Christianson came here in 1872 from LaSalle 
County, Illinois. He was a Norwegian immigrant. Mrs, Christian- 
son was Rebecca Quam of LaSalle County. They raised five chil- 
dren: Noah, Webster, Porter, Rose, Chester and Lillian. CC. P. 
built an elevator in Watkins operated by his son Webster. He 
was a livestock buyer and farmer. The Christiansons lived where 
Mary Schroeder now lives. Later, Lars Norland was a partner 
of Mr. Christianson in the grain business. The Christianson ele- 
vator stood where the present Pollock elevator is located. This 
elevatot was operated by Christianson and Norland until 1910 or 
1911. The Quaker Oats Company bought the elevator in 1916 or 
1917, when it was torn down and the present elevator built in 
1917. The Pollocks bought the business in 1953 and are the pres- 
ent owners. 
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Hofferd’s Store 


In 1903 or 1904, the elevator in the west part of town was built by 
Wells-Hord, a chain company. This company operated it for 8-10 
years when it was sold to a company of farmers of this community 
and became known as the Norway Grain Company. Charles Buch- 
anan was the manager for 39 years. Elmer Berg bought this bus- 
iness in 1958. . 

In 1885, the Peacocks moved to Norway from Marengo and es- 
tablished a brickyard. It was located just south of the Catholic 
cemetery. There were two families of Peacocks in the business, 
Tom and Ed. Tom had a family of five: John, Leonard (Butch), 
Jessie, Bessie and Ethel. Ed had three sons: Charlie, William and 
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Ray. The Peacocks sold this business in 1900 or 1901 to Charles 
Trojovsky. Mr. Trojovsky in turn sold it to his son, Louis (Mose), 
in 1919. Mose continued to operate it for 7 or 8 years until the 
supply of good clay began to run out, then he closed the business. 
For a period of 40 years, this business provided a living for 6-8 fam- 
ilies, Tile was the principle product, which played an important 
part in draining the sloughs and wet spots of this prairie country. 

The livery stable was an important business in every town or city 
before the coming of the automobile. Norway had one from early 
days. The person who operated a livery barn for the longest period 
of years was Dad Hemrich. No one seems to remember his first 
name. This barn was located where the Skelly station now stands. 

Creameries were for many years an important business in any 
community. Norway had its creamery from early days. For years, 
one was located just west of the city re north of the railroad 
tracks. It was by the railroad crossing % mile west of town in the 
southeast corner of the Matt A. Schulte farm. Perhaps the original 
owner was a Mr. Rouse, then followed M. B. Hershey, H. Websyer, 
and several others. This business employed 5-6 men. The whole 
milk was hauled in 10-gallon cans from the farms. It was run 
through a cream separator and the skim milk returned to the far- 
mer. This was an important business in this community. 

In 1934, Lee Lane and Ed Crees opened a creamery in the base- 
ment of the building that in recent years housed the Brass Rail Bar. 
This business was later moved to the building now occupied by the 
Ray Culver Motors. 

Since early days this community has had very capable doctors to 
care for the ailing. 

Doctors Smith and Stockslager already have been spoken of. 

The next M.D. to follow them was Dr. C. S. Simpson, who came 
here in 1900 direct from the State University of lowa Medical Col- 
lege. He married Mary Tamblyn of Norway, and continued to prac- 
tice here until the late 1920's. 

Dr. Barney Leuhrsman came here to practice medicine in the 
late 1890's. He was a brother of Father Leuhrsman, pastor of St. 
Michaels church. Dr. Leuhrsman married a daughter of Chas. — 
Schulte. Dr. Leuhrsman left here and moved’ to Dyersville around 
1902-1904. 

Dr. Hession practiced here for six to eight years. His son, Joe, 
graduated from our high school in 1907. 

Dr. E. M. Williams practiced here for perhaps the longest period 
of any of our doctors. He came here in 1911 and retired in 1946. 
Dr. Williams came here when it was necessary to have both horses 
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Charles W. Buchanan 
Manager of Norway Grain Elevator for 39 years before 
retirement in 1956 


and a car, for mud roads were impassible to cars a large part of the 
year. 

Dr. Williams was here during the Spanish Flu epidemic of 1918, 
and 1919. He was alone in this community for Dr. Simpson was in 
the army. Much of the sleep that Dr. Williams got was as Bill Dur- 
mont drove his team from one patient to another. 

Other doctors to follow for comparatively short periods were Dr. 
Rohe, an old German doctor who was here 2 or 3 years, Dr. Ray 
Corbin, brother of Bernie Corbin, practiced with Dr. Williams for 
6 to 8 years. Then followed Doctors Noble, McKean, Muggly, Ster- 
ling. In 1946, Dr. Geo. Harms moved to this community. He had 
been a major in the army medical corps. Dr. Harms bought a large 
residence, added to-it, and converted it into a modern doctor’s of- 
fice. Dr. Harms has been the only doctor in this town for the last 
16 years. In this long list of doctors, the ones that are best remem- 
bered are Dr. Smith, Dr. Simpson, Dr, Williams, and Dr. Harms. 
They all served this community for long periods of time. 

Many of these doctors served before we had the wonder drugs 
of today which are used so effectively in the treatment of pneumon- 
ia and other ailments. | 

One year on the fourth of July, Chas Behle, a child of 6 to 8 
years, in hitching a ride on a buggy, became entangled in the bug- 
gy wheel. His leg was mangled and had to be amputated just be- 
low the hip. This was before automobiles, so Dr. Smith, aided by 
two farmers, had to amputate the leg in his office. 
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George W. Hibben was the first undertaker of Norway. Along 
with his undertaking business he carried a stock of furniture. The 
history of Mr. Hibben is e!sewhere in this book. 


Others in the undertaking business have been Adolph Voss, eel 
ing and McGregor, McGregor and Crippen, Frank Brosh and our 
present undertaker and funeral director, George Brosh. Mr. Brosh 
came here in 1928, and excepting for a couple of years in Keystone, 
has been with us since. 

In the last fifty years we have become accustomed to depend 
upon the veterinarian to tend our livestock. Before the coming of 
the veterinarian, the farmer had to doctor his own animals. How- 
ever, there were those who had more than average skill in treating 
a sick animal. A couple of these were Richard Anderson and Jim 
Delana, and many others. 

Dr. J. C. Glenn set up a practice of Veterinary Medicine in 1911 
and continued in business until 1946. He had a very wide practice 
and during the later years he eh ce different newly graduated 
veterinarians to help him. 

One of these young doctors who came here as an assistand to Dr. 
Glenn was Dr. V. M. Reinhart, who came here in 1944. In 1946, 
Dr. Reinhart bought out the practice of Dr. Glenn. He was alone 
until 1952 when Dr. R. O. Stamy came to assist in this big practice. 
A few years later, Dr. Reinhart and Dr. Stamy set up a partnership 
and are very successful in their professions. 

The harness maker Harvey Haradon was followed by Frank Mil- 
ler, who in turn, in 1915, was followed by Henry and Ole Holland. 
Ole entered World War I and sold out to Henry who continued to 
operate the business until 1932. 

Norway formerly had two hotels, one stood where the Shell sta- 
tion now operates, and was run by a Mitchell tamily. The other 
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was the building just west of the Erger store. Some of those to 
operate this hotel were Mrs. Dad Titus, Mrs. John Boddicker, and 
for many years, Mrs. Jim Pease. 

Dad Titus was an uncle of Calvin Titus of Vinton, the first person 
to scale the Walls of China. Calvin Titus did this during the Boxer 
Rebellion and was awarded the Congressional Medal of Honor for 
doing so. Calvin Titus visited in Norway many times. The coming 
of the automobile put the hotels out of business. 


The Farmer’s Doctor (Dr. E. M. Williams, Norway). 


Prior to the coming of the automobile and trucks, merchandise 
of all kinds had to come by railway, and from the railroad depot 
this merchandise had to be drayed to the various places of busi- 
ness. This made the drayman a very important person. Dave Lich- 
ty was a very early drayman. He moved into Norway about 1885 
and took care of that business for many years. Later draymen 
were Hen Holland, Bill Sevening, Purley Humphrey, and others. 

The coming of the telephone and electricity to the village and 
farm homes has completely revolutionized rural life. 

' Some claim that perhaps the earliest telephone in this community 
was a line connecting the Lars Tow and Andrew Tow farm homes. 
This line of some three miles was strung up in April of 1899. 


Sf fs 


parr Jerid art pave’ went nieled do Slots panne eas ; 
yoxod odd naiwwl eid) bib eatiT aivlel  .satdO to ellsW odtolese ot 
-103 1oadH Yo lobo LenvizesryaeD sda bibrewe ew: bee aoilindosl 
gitimos ofl .2oortt ynem yew ai batieiv entiT nivie~ ee gaiob 
eesatead to 240 dasod oi Jug olidonsotgn “a to 


+ 
| 
a 
4 
ay 
a 
g 


Ayaan 2a M.A 1») yolooG evsannd oAT 


ibaa low bes olidomotus oli to yoimeo off of wir'T 
j0q9b. Linorlie: oft wort baa yewlier yd seo of bead eboid Ma to 
-iwartl Yo evoniq cuoitav od of hayeib od of had seiboadormm elt 
-Aotd sve) 102g laxhogeh wav 8: ath oi obsnt eidT 2290 
BAL mode yaw, oat anne tiaerysib ane ay eee a 
riggs te]. mas % p18: Db 
a San howe 


John Brownell, an early barber, had an exchange in a room in the 
Brownell home. Later telephone operators who put in full time 
were Mrs. Julia Elliott, Mrs. Ida Schloeman, and for thirty odd years 
Mrs. Laura Olson, who was assisted by her son, Lyron Olson. For 
about two years, Mrs. Chris Hoyt was the operator. 

These privately owned farmer lines leading into the town rei 
were not always kept up in good shape, consequently, the service 
at times was not good. Finally the people demanded better service 
so in about 1958, the people of Fairfax, Newhall, Norway, Walford, 
and Watkins began agitating the organization of a telephone system 
uniting these five communities into one telephone system. This 
was accomplished by the fall of 1960. 

The South Slope Cooperative Telephone Company was organized 
and in August of 1960, Newhall was cut over to dial, in October, 
Norway was cut over and in December, Fairfax got the dial service. 

This is an underground system, out of the touch of storms. It 
was made possible by obtaining an R.E.A. loan of almost three- 
quarter of a million dollars. 

The main office is in Norway, with sub-stations in Newhall and 
Fairfax. The system has 320 miles of line in four counties, and there 
are 1559 telephones with new stations continually being added. 
South Slope furnishes what is needed to operate the landing equip- 
ment at the Cedar Rapids Municipal Airport. 

Orval Blough is manager, with Mrs. George Schulte office assis- 
_tant and Francis Kahle. 

Electricity came to the town of Norway in 1920, so the town 
street light came to an end. The R.E.A. lines were energized in 
1938. 

This village, like others had its share of colorful and interesting 
characters. One that stood out in early days was Dan Morey. Dan 
came here in 1866, as an employee of the railroad. He ran the pump 
station, pumping the water from the creek to the water tank to wa- 
ter the engines. At first this was done bv horse-power. The power 
was under the supply tank, thus being in the shade during the heat 
of the day. One day the bottom of the tank broke, it almost drown- 
ed Dan. Dan Morey later hauled milk for the creamery and in 1908 
lost his life in a run-away with a team of horses. 


Joe Blogil was a very early section hand on the railroad. The Blo- 
gil family lived in a liitle shanty along the railroad right of way. 
They had a cow which had the run of the country side. It is said 
that the trains had to slow down to prevent running over Mrs. Blo- 
gil’s cow, A fued developed between Mrs. Blogil and the train 
crews. As the train approached her shanty, she would stand out- 
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side her door shaking her fist at them and shouting abuse. The 
train crew responded by throwing chunks of coal at her. After the 
train was out of sight, she would take a bucket and gather up the 
coal, thus getting cheap fuel. Mrs. Bogil knew when she had a good 
thing going. 


John T. Smith Grocery store, site of present Benton County Savings 
Bank. 
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Hans Pirie Blacksmith Shop 
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During the sixties and seventies, this village had a well organized 
gang of horse thieves. It was headed by a man who, in order to ap- 
pear to be honest, was a horse buyer, but actually stole more horses 
than he bought. He maintained a barn in the northwest part of 
town where he kept the horses that were bought. 

The stolen horses were kept in a large, dense willow grove of sev- 
eral acres. This grove was south of the tracks a mile west of town, 
on land now owned by Frank Volz. The day that horses were ship- 
ped out, the car was spotted at the stock-yards and the horses from 
town loaded. Then the gang would come in with the stolen horses 
on the run, they rode them into the stock-yards and car so fast, that 
the legitimate owner had no chance to get a good look at them. 
One farmer left here headed for Nebraska, he was driving an espec- 
ially tine team of horses. He was never heard of again, it was as- 
sumed that he had been murdered and the horses stolen. 

For many years there lived in this community an eccentric bach- 
elor who was a mechanical genius. Fred Volz was an immigrant 
from Germany. At that time, before the invention of the air-brakes, 
i brake had to be set on each car. Fred had a dream and saw the 
possibilities of a mechanical device of setting the brakes of all of 
the cars direct trom the engine. 

He innocently soliciled the help of a railroad employee. This 
railroad man saw the possibilities and presumably beat Fred to get- 
ting the invention. This left Fred a man with a broken vision. He 
died a pauper. 

This part of Iowa has for years been a center of valuable live- 
stock. 

Eight miles to the east of us was the Lefebure Belgian Horse es- 
tablishment. A few miles west of us, Henry Schmuecker had one 
of the best Angus herds in America. Here at Norway, we had im- 
portant Poland China hogs and Hereford hogs. Cyrus Tow had a 
herd of Hereford cattle, that was dispersed in 1917, which was con- 
sidered by many competent judges as being the greatest herd of 
beef cattle in America. 

Mr. Tow first bought registered Herefords in 1906, and in 1909 
had the Senior Champion bull at the American Royal. In 191] he 
bought the S. L. Brock herd of Lake Geneva, Wisc. This herd was 
headed by the great Disturber. He then bought the bull Standard. 
The crossing of Standard on the Disturber cows proved to be one of 
the best crosses in beef history. In 1917, due to ill health, the Tow 
Hereford herd was dispersed. Buyers came from all over America. 
It was a. two-day sale, April 24 and 25. The railroad fast trains 
were stopped right at the farm to let off and later pick up out of 
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state buyers. The Standard-Disturber cattle had been winners at 
all of the big shows and Cyrus had sold cattle in every part of Amer- 
ica so these cattle were in great demand. This was before inflation 
had set in and before income taes were rough. There were 159 lots 
sold, the top bull brought $9,000 and two 12 year old daughters of 
Disturber and two 11 year old daughters of Perfection Fairfax 
brought $2,750 each. 

Today there are many good pure-bred herds of beef cattle in the 
Norway trade territory and several good herds of registered hogs. 

In the late 1890's, this was a center of race horses. The race track 
at the Fairfax fair saw some of the fastest horses in America. The 
famous trotting stallions Axtell and Allerion raced at that fair. Josie 
B., bred and raced by Tom and William Euchanan of Norway was 
foaled in the mid 1890's, she at one time was the fastest filly raised 
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in Iowa, she did the mile on a half mile track, in 2 minutes 17% se- 
conds, 


Henry Holland in harness shop 


In our rambling through the past, there have been families in this 
community that we have missed, partly our own fault. 


Among those that we were unable to get information on is the Jo- 
nas Norland family. Jonas Norland was the first Norwegian to set- 
tle in Florence Township. The family came here in 1853, stayed 
here a couple of years, then moved to Mitchell County. They later 
vame back and the Norlands were very important people. The son 
Lars was one of the most civic minded people this community ever 


had. 


The Lars Wick family moved here in the late sixties. They lived 
where Larry Becker now lives. Their son, Bart, (B. L.) walked to 
Blairstown every school day for three years to attend the Blairstown 
Academy. He later became a prominent attorney in Cedar Rapids, 
and was one of the best historians in lowa. 


Others who should be mentioned are Petra and John Ask. Petra 
began as the school janitor at fourteen and held this job for about 
a half century. Then there was Alic Stewart who certainly was a 
leader. 
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From very early days, Norway has continuously maintained a 
weekly newspaper. Originally it was the Benton County Signal, 
today it is the Benton County Star and is published by the Belle 
Plaine Union. 

Poultry and eggs have always been a line that has paid for the 
groceries. For twenty years, Jeff Pickart was seen almost every day 
driving through the country picking up produce and delivering 
teed. 

The first Scotch family to settle in Benton County was the Robert 
Ure family. The Ure family settled in Scotch Grove in 1841. Then 
came to this community the Mitchells, McGregors, Russells, McFar- 
lanes, Buchans, Cleghorns, McNees, Buchanans and others. 

The Norwegians, mostly north of Norway, were John L. Johnsons, 
Ole S. Johnsons, Peter Olsons, Munce Andersons, The Twedes, 
Quam, Knute and Andrew Johnsons, John F. Larsens, Tuttles, Tows, 
Strands, Bergesons and others. 

Prominent among the Germans have been the Beckers, Schultes, 
Schmidts, Schmueckers, Schloemans, Frese, Uthofts, Brockschinks, 
Vettes, Biermans and Thomias. 

Of other nationalities were the Eber Browns, Jesse Browns, Tay- 
lors, Rileys, Roses, McQuinns, Brownells, Alex Johnsons, Harring- 
tons, and Murrays. 

Ths community has sent its share of leaders to the field of law, 
engineering, baseball and other fields. 

Attorney B. L. Wick conceived the idea of Meth-wick Manor 
of Cedar Rapids. $700,000 of Wick money went into it. 


Nellie Buchanan, postmistress about 1907 
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History of the 
Norway, lowa Post Office 


Established as Florence on February 9, 1863. _ 

Name changed to Norway on February 18, 1880. 

Postmasters: Orson B. Dutton, William L. Harper, William F. 
Atkinson, William H. Tucker, Alfred C. Reeves, Byron M. McQuinn, 
Frank Pickart, B. M. McQuinn, Frank Pickart, Lars J. Norland, 
John Beyer, Clara Behle, Ida G. Schloeman, Viola M. Glenn, Viv- 
ian A. Meredith, Alvin L. Pickart, Charles N. Schinker, 

Clerks: John Schloeman, Helen R. Schloeman, John Schloeman, 
Helen R. Schloeman, John Schloeman, Anna B. Fahnle, Ione Brown, 
Anna B. Fahnle, John Schloeman, Cleone Allum, Ida G. Schloe- 
man, Cleone Allum, No Clerk (4th Class PO), Anna B. Fahnle, 
Verna A. Montague, Helen M. Cole (Temporary), Vivian M. Al- 
bright. 

Archie E. Montague served as Temporary Sub-Clerk from 10-1-46 
to 7-17-54, after which Mrs. Betty L. Schulte and Mrs. Helen M. 
Cole also served. Mrs. Lila C. Brecht was appointed Temporary 
Sub-Clerk, 5-14-62, and is still serving. 

Rural Route No. 1 was established September 1, 1°02. 

Name of Carrier: William J. Pirie, Glennie Brown, Edward Beyer, 
Lloyd Riley, Walter L. Norland, John H. Wack, Rhinehart V. Kuen 
(Temporary), Otto Kuen, Harold B. Boddicker (Temporary ) Lor- 
aine O. Olson (Temporary) and Melvin H. Schutterle. 

Rural Route No, 2 was established February 1, 1907. 

Carriers were Edward J. Hofferd and Walter L. Norland. This 
route was discontinued June 30, 1915. 


Rural Mail Carrier — Glenn Brown 
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We're Proud to be a part of a fine Sone 
and to share in its growth . 
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As | See it 


by Don Magdefra 


Pr te, 


tennial Year 
1863 — 1963 
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Our staff of correspondents compiles news 
about your neighbors 


Your Hometown Paper 


Commercial 
Printing Wedding 
Our Commercial printing de- ® 
partment can handle all of Pictures 
your printing needs. A 
THE NORWAY | 
CENTENNIAL BOOK ° ie 
was printed in our modern, Speciality 
printing department. 


THE BENTON COUNTY STAR 


DON MAGDEFRAU Published by 
Editor BURROWS 

BLANCHE WILLIAMS PUBLISHING CO. 

News Correspondent Belle Plaine, lowa 
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Dr. James C. Glenn 


Dr. Glenn came to Norway in 1911, and served the community 
as Veterinarian for 37 years. The Glenns had four children: Lor- 
raine (Mrs. Hal Trosky), David, George, and Viola, who did not 
live to adulthood. Dr. Glenn was active in civic affairs, serving 
as Mayor, councilman, and on the school board. He was also 
interested in his profession, for he was President of the Iowa State 
Veterinarian Association, and of. the Eastern lowa Veterinarian As- 
sociation. 
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Tuttle Bros. Pay 


lowa 
REGISTERED HEREFORDS SINCE 1919 


The frist cow in the herd purchased from Cyrus Tow. 
OTIS H. TUTTLE ROYAL L. TUTTLE 


PIONEER Hybred Seed Corn 


Since 1927 — The first Hybrid Seed Corn used in Ben- 
ton County was planted on our Farm — 


“You Are More Sure of the Crop... 


if You are Sure of the Seed” 


ROYAL TUTTLE 


PIONEER Seed Corn Sales for 28 Years 
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Some of the senior citizens of our community, who are over 90 
years of age. They have seen a flourishing town emerge from a 
small scattering of houses, and have watched the vast prairie be- 
come productive farm land, 


Mrs. Andrew V. Thoman, who 
enjoys good health at the age of 
92 years. 
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Age 98 years young — Mrs. Ida Taylor Jones 

Born March 17, 1865 near Bushnell Illinois. Lives with her son- 
in-law and daughter, Mr. and Mrs. H. O. Schloeman since 1947. 
Hobbies in later years are paintings in oil, pastels and needle work. 
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Henry Thomas, age 96, who lives alone, maintains his home and 


tends a large garden. 
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, age 92 years, 


sturdy Scotch ancestory. 


James Buchan 
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94 Years Young 
Mrs. William Vette (Bertha) — 
born December 29, 1868. Hob- 
bies in later years — needle work 
and rug making. 


McNEE CENTURY FARM 


OWNERS INCLUDE: 


Mrs. E. H. Miller Mrs. W.N. Shellenbarger 
Mrs. William Garza Robert & Norman McNee 


ROBERT & NORMAN McNEE, Operators 
14% MILES WEST OF NORWAY 
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The Eclipse of 1869 


A total eclipse of the sun occurred on August 7, 1869. This 
startling phenomenon took place when the body of the moon com- 
pletely hid the sun from view. The little town of Norway, Iowa, 
in Benton County lay within the belt, 156 miles in width, in which 
this totality occurred. 


People were terror stricken as the light of day diminished in 
mid-afternoon. The air chilled as the darkness came. Chickens 
went to roost. Dogs and horses manifested uneasiness and some 
panicked. Cattle huddled in fear. Stars appeared in the sky 
and there was absolute silence. Families prayed for mercy, cer- 
tain that the end of the world was at hand. 


Ed Steffenson and his 1904 Reo 
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BENTON COUNTY 
SAVINGS BANK 


Norway, lowa 


cpiic cincaunnis: 22 Ns) ay $ 166,000.00 


Fe EN Re A 9 ee ca Re a a 1,576,000.00 


Officers, Directors and Employees 


Henry O. Schloeman, President and Director 
John C. Schulte, Vice President and Director 
Prentiss G. Folvag, Cashier and Director 
Homer Monk, Asst. Cashier and Director 
William A. Schulte, Director 

Neola Garrett, Teller-Bookkeeper 


Marian Hoyt, Teller-Bookkeeper 


ESTABLISHED IN YEAR 1881 


Member Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation 
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Church of the New Jerusalem 


Lhe introduction of the Church of the New Jerusalem, in lowa, 
came about through a group of German-speaking folk — some 
of whom had become acquainted with the teachings of the new 
revelation of/from/by GOD out of heaven, while they still re- 
sided in Germany. 


These early pioneers came to America by sail ship — a sea voyage 
which required many weeks to complete. Some of them landed 
in New Orleans, La., others in New York City. Those who came 
by way of New Orleans, continued their trip via the Mississippi 
River to St. Louis, Missouri, where they found employment and 
remained for several years. ‘While in St. Louis, and at a meeting 
in the cobbler shop of H. H. Diekhoner, they formed themselves 
into a New Church Society, in the winter of 1850. They appointed 
Carl F. Naumann, Caspar H. Uthoft, and Johann F. Schlueter to 
act as Trustees. Mr. Diekhoner served as Lay Leader. 


While Mr, Diekhoner plied his trade, he began to talk up the 
venture of settling in Iowa, as he pictured what a united band 
of men and women could accomplish in that (then, very primitive ) 
fertile land — a veritable “Paradise on Earth.” Some were suf- 
ficiently interested in such a prospect, to make the trip with him 
— others followed later. However, before the first group left St. 
Louis, a severe cholera epidemic swept through their midst, reduc- 
ing their numbers considerably; fear of a recurrence of that dread- 
ful disease no doubt helped them to decide to make the change. 

The trip from St. Louis to lowa was made by boat to Musca- 
tine, and from there to lowa City, by oxen-drawn carts or wagons. 
They remained in lowa City for a few days while J. F. Schlueter 
and others viewed the land. It has been said that Mr. Schlueter 
hired a horse which he rode to the vicinity where Homestead is 
now located; that he found the Iowa River so swollen from recent 
rains that he could not cross it on horseback, so he tied the horse 
to-a tree — tied his clothes in a bundle on his head, and swam 
across the river, He then walked to where Willow Creek entered 
into Price Creek, and here he staked the claim. 


These pioneers brought some of Tafel’s translations of a desleps 
borg’s Writings with them, and here, in Lenox Township, Iowa 
County, lowa, the first New Church Society in this State was found- 
ed in the year 1851, on a communal property basis. They called 
this first Society the Jasper Colony, doubtless because of the spirit- 
ual significance of the precious Jasper Stone. | 
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English language ee keeping with the American way of li 


Rev. Gerhard Busman was the first ordained New Church 
ster to serve the Lenox Township Church of the New Jerus: 
He officiated at the marriage ceremonies of a number of the 
ond generation pioneers, and baptized many of their childre 

Many of the younger generations have married and moved | 
from the vicinity of the Church. However, for many years, al 
get-together meetings were held at the Church, with Su 
School and Church services in the morning; a bountiful 
luncheon was spread on a table underneath the large maple 
on the Church grounds, afforded a great variety of foods. 
these occasions, which were usually held in July, the afternoo: 
tertainments were in the nature of programs by children. 


On July 8, 1951, the Lenox Township Church of the New 
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Norway Methodist Church 


To rightly evaluate the present and plan wisely for the future, 
man must know the past. This is true also of a church. This his- 
tory has been assembled from incomplete records and from the re- 
collection of old friends. 

The beginning of this church is not unlike the beginning of every 
Protestant church in our land. A few families loving God and feel- 
ing the need of Him, met in each others homes on Sunday after- 
noons to read the Bible and pray. In the winter of 1873-74, a class 
was formed with Harvey Harradon, a harness maker, as teacher. 
Members of the class were Rev. A. King, Mr, and Mrs. William 
Clark, Mr. and Mrs. James Saul, Mr. and Mrs. John Weston, Mr. 
and Mrs. John Wilkins, Mr. and Mrs. George Webb, and daughter, 
Mrs. Elizabeth Taylor, Mrs. C. Henry, and Mrs. Younglove. These 
meetings were held in an old school buildnig that stood on the lot 
north of the present Masonic building. 

Five years later there were about sixty members with the Rev. 
T. Simmons, pastor. The building we now occupy was built in 
1878 for $2,000. The stone for the foundation was hauled by team 
and wagon from Shellsberg, members donating their time and la- 
bor for the hauling. Family names on record were Bowers, Sar- 
geant, Bickel, Taylor, Groff, Springer, Adams, Gibbons, Hodges, 
and Spurbeck. 

The first marriage recorded is that of James Prie and Jean Mit- 
chell in 1881. The first baptism recorded is that of Minnie Weston, 
daughter of John and Ellen Weston, in 1883. There was a Ladies 
Aid in 1904, with Mrs. A. W. Moore, president. The Epworth 
League dates back to 1907, the Rev. A. R. Coover being the first 
president. 


Methodist Sun- 
day School class 
of 1917: William 
Schloeman, Les- 
ter Kimm, Fay 
Adkins, Miss 
Mabel Mevers, 
Maynard J en- 
nings, Donald 
Challed, and 
John Schloeman. 
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When a Sunday School was organized, the pastor served as super- 
intendent to one large class. Later classes were formed according 
to the ages of the children, and in 1878, W. J. Taylor was ages 
intendent and Susan Rogers was librarian, 

The church property was re-incorporated in 1927, under super- 
vision of Rev. D. W.. Lippencott. 

The Ladies Aid was reorganized and became affiliated with the 
National organization known as the Women’s Society of Christian 
Service in 1940. There were forty charter members, first president, 
Serina McGregor. The Kum Dubl Klub, a society for young mar- 
ried couples was organized in 1957 under the sponsorship of Dr. 
and Mrs. Ackman. Mr. and Mrs. Merritt Plagman served as first 
presidents. The Epworth League was organized and became the 
Methodist Youth Fellowship. 


In the span of ninety years (1873-1963) fifty pastors have served 
our charge. Present church membership in 120, Pastor Rev. Tho- 
mas Hersey; Superintendent of Sunday School, Robert Miller; Pres- 
ident of W.S.C.S., Mrs. George Newton; President of Kum Dubl 
Klub, Mr. and Mrs. Delbert Hastings; President of M.Y.F., Roes- 
ann Wertz, adult leader, Mrs. Milo Melberg; Junior M.Y.F. adult 
leader, Mrs. Duane Wertz. 


We are grateful for our heritage from the past and we press for- 
ward asking Divine Guidance. 
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Norway Methodist Church — 1920 
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The members of St. Clair Lodge No. 164, A. F. and 
A. M. (Organized June 3, 1863) congratulate the 
Town of Norway on its first Centennial (celebrated 
June 15, 1963). May both have many more Cen- 


tennials. 


The citizens of Norway (lowa) wish to congratulate 
St. Clair Lodge Number 164, A. F. and A. M., which 
celebrated its 100th Anniversary June 3, 1963. 
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Historical Sketch of Trinity 
Evangelical Lutheran Church, 


Norway, Iowa 


Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church, Norway, Iowa, was reor- 
ganized September 20th, and incorporated in the State of Iowa, 
October 25th, 1948. This action followed a consolidation of two 
congregations, Bethlehem, located in town, and Benton, located 
two and one half miles north of town. At the time of consolida- 
tion, the Benton church was moved to town. This was during the 
pastorate of the Rev. C. K. Randoy. 


Bethlehem Lutheran, organized in 1897, with thirty souls, was 
served by the Rev. J. N. Sandven, the first pastor. Among the first 
officers were, Andrew Larson, S. Larson, T. O. Towe, John Ask, 
S. J. Kleppe, H. J. Sandve, John Holland, Andrew Linn, Sam Samp- 
son. The church was built in 1899. 


The following pastors served the Benton congregation: N. Am- 
lund, 1865-66; O. G. Jukam, 1866-74; J. L. P. Frost, 1876-82; H. O. 
Skyberg, 1882-91; N. B. Thvedt, 1891-94; T. S. Kolste, 1894-00; J. J. 
Heie, 1900-13; C. Munson, 1914-20; H. A. Okdale, interim, 1920-22; 
H. F. Huseth, 1922-30; W. E. Carson, 1930-88; Elmer Valen, 1938-46; 
J. L. Redal, intreim, 1947; C. K. Randay, 1947-50; A. M. Olson, 1951- 
o4; J. T. Jacobsen, 1954-59; A. Edwards, 1960, 


Benton Lutheran was organized in 1866, with seventy souls, many 
of whom came from the vicinities of Lisbon and Norway, Illinois. 
They came here because of the high cost of Jand in Illinois, and 
because of the reasonably priced homestead land in Iowa. By 1899 
many more families had come from Illinois and a great number 
from Norway, Europe. The present Trinity Church was built that 
year, replacing the first structor built in 1870. In the church re- 
cords are found hundreds of ministerial acts, dating back to 1897, 
for the Bethlehem church, where the first baptism recorded was 
that of Cora Amalia, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Pedar Larson, bap- _ 
tized July 30th of that year. At Benton Lutheran, a child of Mr. 
and Mrs. Ole Johannesen named Berte, was the first recorded bap- 
tism on September 2nd, 1863. These dates indicate that pastoral 
work began in the community before the churches were organized. 


During the ministry of the Rev. Elmer Valen, the Benton Lu- 
theran celebrated its 75th anniversary in 1941, and the 80th anni- 
versary on September 29, 1946, when Dr. Martin Anderson preach- 
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ed the festive sermon. This was one of the many time Dr. Ander- 
son preached in his home church. He was then president of the 
Eastern District of the Evangelical Lutheran Church. 


The organizations of Trinity Lutheran consist of the Sunday 
School, the Choir, the Ladies Auxiliary of the A.L.C.W., the Lu- 
ther League, the Junior Lutherans and the F amily League. 


The Congregation has a membership of 190 souls and is affiliated 
with the American Lutheran Church. 


Other churches in Norway that flourished for a time were the 
Presbyterian, organized about 1868, Rev. Whitter was pastor. The 
Baptist church was formed in 1872. 


Rev. Lehenen purchased the building from the Baptists and used 
it for New Jerusalem services. Later it was sold to the Bethlehem 


Lutheran Congregation. It is now owned and used by the Masonic 
Order. 


A Quaker Society was formed by devout Norwegian immigrants, 
many of whom had been of the Lutheran faith in their native land. 
A small meeting house was built on the Strand farm, two miles 
northeast of the town and later moved to town. Families attend- 
ing were the Strands, Tows, Sevigs, Lees, Norlands, Sampsons, We- 
lands, Melbergs, and Dyrlands. 
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History of Catholic Church 


In Norway, Iowa 


In 1863 a few immigrant Catholics settled around Norway. They 
were Carl Schulte, John Pickart, Matt Kuen, Joseph Kuen, John 
Hasley and George Frese. The nearest Catholic church at that 
tim ewas at Iowa City. 

~The Rev. Anton Urban read the first Mass. at the farm home 
of Matt Kuen ,about six miles south of town, in 1865. Until the 
first church was built, Mass wa ssaid in the public school, near 
the present high school. 

By 1867 more Catholics had arrived so that Norway and the 
surrounding country had about thirty-five Catholic families. In 
that year the first Catholic church was built on the site where 
the present rectory now stands. It was a 30 by 50 teet frame 
structure. The building committee consisted of Lorenz Brecht, 
John Murray, William Harrington and Matt Kuen. The cost of 
the structure was $1,890.00. In 1870, Rev. Anton Urban was 
appointed the first resident pastor. He then built the first rectory 
north of the church, on the hill. 

In about 1872, the Rev. John Zlebcik was appointed pastor by 
Bishop John Hennessey of Dubuque. He was followed in 1880 
by Rev. Francis Mikota, who remained until 1889. 

A second Catholic parish was organized for the Irish Catholics 
of the community in 1880 and was attended as a mission from 
Fairfax. This served the needs of the little group of this parish 
until it was destroyed by fire in May of 1907. Instead of rebuild- 
ing the church in Norway, Rev. Patrick Reynolds, pastor of Fair- 
fax, purchased property in Watkins and in August of 1907, he 
erected a small frame church. This was the commencement of. 
the Watkins parish of St. Patrick’s. 

In 1889, the Rev. Francis Chmelar succeeded ‘Father Mikota as 
pastor of St. Michael’s. He stayed until 1893. The present church 
was built in 1891 at a cost of $15,000.00. Mr. Theodore Stark 
was the contractor. The building committee at the time consisted 
of Goerge Smith, Matt Kuen, Anton Becker and John DeKlotz. 
The. parish had increased to about 80 families. 

In 1892, school rooms were constructed in the old frame church. 
Father Francis Chmelar procured the services of the Sisters of 
St. Francis of Dubuue, Iowa, to teach. The Sisters were given 
the rectory as their home. A house across the street was purchased 
for the rectory. 
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The Rev. G. H. Luehrsman was the fifth pastor of St. Michael’s 
parish. He came the latter part of 1893 and remained until 1903. 


The Rev, Joseph Drexler received his appointment as pastor in 
1903. He immediately began preparations for the construction 
of a new parochial school. In the spring of 1905 ground was 
broken and contract let to James Park of Belle Plaine, Iowa, to 
build the school for $10,000.00. The building was completed in 
the fall of the same year. For some years, two of the rooms in 
the new building were used as dormitories for boy and girl board- 
ers. 


The old frame church and rectory were sold’ and moved away 
in 1906. In 1913, Jacob Kimm begar the construction of the 
new brick rectory. It was built at a cost of $6,400.00. John Smith 
and Dave Maag were committeemen at the time, 
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In 1931 the Rev. Wm. A. Kunkel was appointed pastor of St. 
Michael’s. He remained until he was succeeded by the Rev. 
Nicholas Krull in the fall of 1944. In 1956, land west of the school 
was acquired for playground. 


The Rev. Urban Churchill was appointed pastor in 1956 and 
wa ssucceeded by the present pastor, Rev. Joseph Krocheski in 
1960. 


Rev. Everett John Frese 


Rev. Everett John Frese is the only priest from Norway who is 
a desecendent from the first group of immigrant Catholics who 
settled around Norway in 1863. He is the great grandson of 
George Frese, Sr., a member of the first group. 


He was ordained in Dubuque on May 16, 1953, and is now as- 
sistant at Immaculate Conception Church in Cedar Rapids, Iowa. 
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Life of the 
Jasper Colony Members 


Jasper Colony was a name given to a group of German speaking 
people that settled in a communal property arrangement on the 
junction of Price and Willow Creek in section 8, Lenox Township, 
Iowa County, lowa, in August of 1851 and lasted for two years as 
a communal arrangement. Mrs. Casper Uthoff was then given a 
deed for this land on November 16, 1853. Their chief interest was 
trying to follow the Lords Way of Life, in accordance with the 
Divine Truth as revealed by the Lord Himself through the writings 
of the New Church. There were twenty family names signed on 
their Articles of Constitution. Carl Fredr. Naiemann, Casper Hein- 
rich Uthoff and Johann Freiderich Schlueter were selected as trus- 
tees. 

Before these people came by sailboat to America, many had to 
sell most of their possessions in order to have enough wealth to 
finance their trip to America. 


Many of these early pioneers brought their possessions over on 
the ship in large wooden trunks with a rounded top called “coofers”. 
Some of these trunks can be found in the homes of the decendants 
of today. 

The very first settlers that settled (4 miles south of now Norway ) 
came by way of New Orleans. They first found work in the boom- 
ing town of St. Louis, Mo., about 1847, before finally coming to 
Iowa in 1851. 


The Mississippi River was the main highway of travel at that 
time. Iowa City was the important city for supplies and an import- 
ant trading center. 

These pioneer families had to first live in their covered wagons 
until a communal log house was built. In the obituary of Charles 
Uthoff Sr. it states there were five log houses in the Colony. 

“The community was blessed with men of different professions. 
The Schloemans were weavers; Mr. Schlueter was a carpenter or 
cabinet maker; Mr. Junker was a shoemaker, as was, also, Mr. Diek- 
honer; and Mr. Groth followed the blacksmith trade — he is said 
to have remarked that ‘he didn't think it was very smart business 
for him to pound the red-hot iron during the week, take in the mo- 
ney and then hand it over to the Society. 

A. E. Brockschink said, “They lived in St. Louis about three years, 
then left for lowa, reaching Iowa County in the month of August 
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too late to put in a garden, or plant corn, so they sowed a good patch 
of turnips, and that was their main food during that first winter, 
with rabbit, squirrel, or deer, if they could find any. They all 
lived in a 40 foot long log house that first winter. 


The first school in Lenox No. 3 area was held in Mrs. Casper 
Uthoft’s log cabin from 1851-1859. Her sister-in-law, Anna Marie 
Elizabet Uthoff (later Mrs. Albert Harmon Schloeman), helped 
her teach, 


Picnic Group in front of the Church June 15, 1899 


Three in front row, left to right, George Burmeister, Charles Delana, 
and Charles A. Burmeister. Second row, Nellie Durow, Beatrice 
Schultz, Henry Brockschink, Charles Junker, Anna A, Schloeman, 
William Volz, Clara Durow, William F. Brockschink, William Hoen- 
ing, Amelia Vqlz, and Lena Coner Lehnen. Third row, William 
Bierman, Mrs. William Bierman, Alvina Vette, A. Ed. Brockschink, 
Mrs. Ferdinand Junker, Charles L. Smith, Mrs. Helmuth, Mrs. 
Henry L. Uthoff, unidentified. Fourth row, Mrs. Henry Hoening, 
Mrs. Fred Brockschink, Mrs. Corbin, Mrs. Christopher Volz, Mrs. 
J. W. Schloeman, Mrs. J. J. Lehnen, and Mrs. E. H Schloeman, Sr. 
Fifth row, John F. Schlueter, Laura Durow, Lutie Corbin, Mrs. 
Henry Burmeister, Mrs. August N. Schloeman, John S. Burmeis- 
ter, J. William Schloeman, and Henry Bierman. Three in last row, 
Henry Burmeister, Fred Brockschink, and August N. Schloeman. 
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These early pioneer families got mail first from Marengo. They 
had to go to Marengo to get it. August 30, 1856, Linwood Post 
Oftice was built (3 miles south of now Norway and east of where 
Glen Schulte lives). Anson T. Wilkins was postmaster. The mail 
was brought by Stage coach. This post office was discontinued 
May 19, 1863. After that time these pioneer families got mail from 
Norway, Iowa. 


After Norway was founded in 1862, many of the families were 
able to get their supplies from this town. 
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Visitors and Buyers 


WELCOME TO THE 
Bernard C. Schulte Farm — Norway, lowa 
Breeder of Polled Hereford Cattle and 
Hereford Hogs — “The World’s Most Attractive Breed” 


Hereford Hogs developed 
BERNARD C. SCHULTE by John C. Schulte, 1921, 


and Sons Norway, lowa. 
Dale, Alvin, Myrl and Orlan 
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History of Lenox Cemetery 


October 2, 1878, A.D. 
Book | of Miscellaneous, page 97 in lowa County (Before this time 
this was just a burial ground. ) 

From the Treasurer Record of the New Jerusalem Cemetery 
Society in Lenox Township (now known as Lenox Cemetery) 
Iowa County, lowa. Deed for the graveyard, filed for record on 
September 2, 1879, at 2 o'clock P.M. and recorded in Book 36 
of deeds on page 433, lowa County, Iowa. 

The first cemetery in Lenox was the only one located in the 
northwest corner of section 8. 


The first person buried was Charles H. Uthoff, a son of Caspar 
Uthotf, in the fall of 1851. 


St. Patricks and St. Pauls 


Cemetery 


In May, 1938, an acre of ground northeast of Watkins was bought 
from John Martin for a cemetery to serve both Watkins and New- 
hall (then a Mission), as it still does. The purchase price was 
$150.00. 


Mound Cemetery 


The Ira Tafts owned the land and had named the three mounds 
for members of the family, Emily, Ruhama, and Jane. One day 
while walking over the Mounds, Ruhama Taft, remarked as she 
stood midway on the mound named for her, “This would be a most 
peaceful place to sleep.” And so part of that place became Mound 
Cemetery and the spot which she thought so peaceful was fenced 
in for the family burying ground. And an iron fence set in native 
stone encloses it, and thus became a cemetery within a cemetery. 


The first graves are well over 100 years old. There are 26 
veterans from the various wars buried here, whose graves are dec- 
orated each Memorial day. 


Mound Cemetery is located midway between Norway and Wat- 
kins. It was at one time used as an Indian burial ground, 
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- Pleasant Ridge School 


Pleasant Ridge School, or Florence No. 9, was located one and one 
half miles south of Norway, on the corner just west of Merle Mer- 
ritts home. A few trees and daylillies still remain to remind us 
that here was the “Knowledge Box” of our parents. 

Anna Schloeman Riley recalls that she started to school there in 
1881, and her first teacher was P. E. Miller. Her classmates were 
Amanda Brown and Noah Jared. 

Early patrons of the school were; Charles Manville, Tom Tow, 
Axel Melberg, D. C. Manville, Bakers, Horwedels, Eber Brown, 
William Schloeman, John F. Schloeman, Jasper Brown, Newt 
Brown, A. J. Tamblyn, Fred Taylor, Henry Tuttle, Jacob Jared, 
and Lewis Taylor. 

Some of the early teachers were; Maggie Johnson, Mary Brown, 
Bertha Montague, Addie Humbert, Chas. Messinger, Lillian and 
Albertine Hedrick, Alice Sargent, Hannah Houghton, and Myrtle 
Benson. 

Later teachers were; Jane Houghton, Hannah Tow, Rachael Tow, 
Lorena McQuin, Eva McQuin, Clio Montague, and Cora Weston. 

The school was discontinued when the Norway school was con- 


solidated in 1914. 


Teacher — Irene Tuttle Melberg 
First row, left to right — Milo Melberg, T helma Tuttle, Pauline 
Turner, Myra Melberg, Sewald Jacobson. Second row — Cora Mel- 
berg, Nettie Larson, Chester Tow, Milla Melberg, Florence Tuttle. 
Third row — Ollie Tow, Lenore Turner, Sadie Larson, Lillian Sch- 
loeman, Dorothy Schloeman, and Howard Tuttle. 
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Empire School 


Empire School four miles south and one mile east of Norway 
was built in 1891. In 1890, James H. Delana gave an acre of land 
on the corner of his farm on which to erect the new building. 
Prior to this, school was held in a little red building east and 
north of the site of the new building, Section 4, Lenox Township. 


Among the later teachers at Empire were Lillian Risdale (Rog- 
ers), Olive Hibben (Johnson), Lila Brecht (Emanuel), Alice Mc- 
Laughlin (Lefebure), Sylvia Brockschink (Schulte) and Wanda 
Rosdail (Stoner). The last two teachers prior to consolidation 
with the Norway Independent District were Mrs. Frank Delana 
and Marian Kramer. Frank Delana was President and Noble 
Brockschink was Secretary-treasurer for several years of the Lenox 
Township School Board comprising four schools, one of these 
being the Empire. 
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Prairie Bell School Pupils About 1891 


Front row — Earl Riley, Arthur Rose, Leslie Riley, Archie Mon- 
tague, and George Brownell. Second row — Laura Merritt (Ner- 
hus), Blanche Montague (Williams), Belle Rose (Rose), Anna Mon- 
tague (Fahnle), Clio Montague (Primrose), Lester Knouf, Ira Mon- 
tague. Back row — Nora Montague (Barker), Maude Rose (Prim- 
rose), Mamie Ellerston, teacher, Florence Montague (Wagner), Ida 
Fahnle (Schloeman), and Maude Knouf (Pirie). 
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Country School 
Southeast of Norway 


About 1865 a school was established and a structure built, two 
miles south and one and one half miles east of Norway. This small 
wooden building, painted red, stood across the road from the 
Patrick Harrington home. The teacher boarded at a neighbor's 
home, or perhaps rode horseback several miles from her own home. 
Besides teaching the three R’s, her duties were many. She built 
the fire in the big pot-bellied heating stove every morning, carry- 
ing the fuel from a wood shed, and when school was dismissed 
she took up her duties of sweeping and cleaning. 

About 1885 the use of this small school house was discontinued 
and a new one-room school house was built one half mile west on 
a corner of the Merritt farm. This school was referred to as No. 
8 of Florence Township. Families attending were Knoufs, Brown- 
wells, Fahnles, Roses, Rileys, Thomases, Merritts, McLaughlins, Ho- 
lets, Hoyts, Linns, Harringtons, Taylors, Montagues and _ others. 
Teachers wages ranged from $25 in earlier years to $40 later. 

The most outstanding day of the year was “Decoration Day’, 
when the pupils laden with garden flowers marched to Linwood 
Cemetery one mile distant to decorate the soldiers’ graves. This 
custom was faithfully followed for many years, perhaps one in- 
centive was the walking distance to the cemetery and another 
the patriotism of the adults, some being musicians who led the 
march down the dusty road with such stirring tunes as “Dixie” and 
“Yankee Doodle.” Among the musicians were fifers, J. P. John- 
son and Charles Merritt, and drummers Sam Hopkins, Lewis Tay- 
lor and Jacob Rosdail, Sr. The parents followed in buggies. At 
the cemetery gate all joined in the solemn march led by J. P. John- 
son, a Civil War veteran, who placed the staff of a bright new 
U. S. flag upright in the prairie sod on each of the five veterans 
graves. The placing of flowers by childish hands completed the 
ceremony. 

In 1894 a Sunday School was organized by Rev. C. T. Campbell 
of Muscatine. The Prairie Bell school building was filled to ca- 
pacity on Sunday mornings, when families arrived in well filled 
buggies. Serving as ‘superintendents were Henry Thomas, Wil- 
liam G. Rose, and Ida Fahnle. Carrie See was organist. In 1914 
“Prairie Bell” was absorbed into the Norway Consolidated School 
District and thus the life of a century school ended, which had 
served not only as a place of learning but as a social center. 
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Empire School — 1892 

Front row — Benton Delana, Jake See, Bert Brecht, Lennie Brecht, 
Mary Brecht (Hasley), Willie See, Ellis Frick, Ella Brecht (Reis- 
ser), Lucy Brecht (Bartosh), Bertha Delana, Vernie Brecht (Eman- 
uel), Frank Novak, Anna Hasley (Sister Marcia), Maggie Trade 
(Simmons), Mary Hasley D.D.S. Back row — Andy Hasley, Frank 
Trade, Mildred Delana (See), Elbert Delana, Frances Brecht (Bod- 
dicker), Ella See (Dahnke), Charles Delana, Caroline Brecht (Bush- 
er), Carrie See (Paul), Effie Browning, Teacher, Mabel Riley (Mil- 
land), Willie Trade, and Leo Brecht. 
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HARRY BALLARD 
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HEREFORD HOGS 


The World’s Most Attractive Breed of Swine 


EASY FEEDERS 


QUICK MATURING 


THE FARMER- 


PACKER HOG 


GOOD MOTHERS 
Origin and Brief History of the 
Hereford Breed of Hogs 


During the early part of the present century a strain of hogs 
whose color markings resembled to a great extent the red and 
white markings of Hereford cattle was developed by Mr. R. U. 
Weber of LaPlata, Mo. Little is known of his exact matings, 
hence his progress was extremely slow. 

About twenty years later (1920 to 1925) a group of hog breeders 
in Iowa and Nebraska by co-operative effort and under the leader- 
ship of Mr. John Schulte of Norway, Iowa, developed a strain of 
swine they, too, named Herefords. 

These men had definite goals in mind as to type, color, con- 
formation, superior feeding qualities and other favorable charac- 
teristics to develop in their foundation stock. Both Duroc and 
Poland China blood lines were used to a considerable extent in a 
judicious program of crossing, inbreeding, interbreeding and se- 
lecting to develop superior foundation breeding stock. 

In 1934, sponsored by the Polled Hereford Cattle Registry Associ- 
ation located at Des Moines, Iowa, the National Hereford Hog 
Record Association was organized. About one hundred selected 
animals from the herds of Mr. John Schulte of Norway, Iowa, Mr. 
A, J. Way of New Sharon, Iowa, Lunt Bros. of New Sharon, Iowa, 
Mr .Henry Weimers of Diller, Nebraska, G. P. Rue of Nickerson, 
Nebraska and P. W. Mitchell of Van Meter, Iowa, were selected 
as foundation stock for original registry. 

The National Hereford Hog Record Association office is currently 
located at NORWAY, IOWA. Inquiries come to the Record Office 
every day from new and prospective breeders, from Vocational Ag 
Depts. of schools and old breeders as to where breeding stock can 
b secured. 


BREED PHILOSOPHY 

The life blood of our Hereford Breed of hogs is its breeders. 
Breeder progress and prosperity depend on the kind of hogs 
raised. 

HEREFORDS ARE THE YOUNGEST BREED OF HOGS 
TO BE RECOGNIZED BY THE 
NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF SWINE RECORDS 
For information, write to: 


SYLVIA SCHULTE, Secretary and Treasurer 


National Hereford Hog Record Association 
NORWAY, IOWA 
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Pupils of Mound School, taken in 1936 
Back row, left to right, Walter (Jr.) Waychoff, William “Billie” Ob- 
erreuter, Francis Oberreuter, Laverna Schmidt (Caslavaka), June 
Harrington (Gummert), Betty Ann (Straw). Front row, Doris Sch- 
midt (Kinstel), Thomas “Tommy” Gibney, Jr., Merle Husted, Elaine 
Schmidt (Boddicker), Robert Waychoff, and Inez Harrington (Snel- 
son). 


When the Mound School was first built, it was located on the 
Watkins-Norway road. The first records show a Marsha Clark 
taught the fall term in 1896; Nettie Case, the spring term of 1896; 
and Lucius Gosselin, next two terms. In those days a teacher 
was hired one term at a time. They were called fall, winter and 
spring terms. Sometimes there were as many as three different 
teachers in one school year of nine months. Mary Martin taught 
in 1897, next was Alexene Murray, followed by Flora Conley in 
1899. 

In 1900 the school was moved one-half mile north. There was 
no road going west at that time. The directors at the time were 
James Harrington, Norman McNee, Sr., and William Clark. These 
directors, together with St. Clair Township officers, petitioned to 
the Benton County Board of Supervisors to have a road opened 
in order to give the children from the west access to the new 
location. The road was surveyed in the fall of 1899 and completed 
by the spring term of 1900. 

The Mound School was consolidated in 1948 with Norway Pub- 
lic School. 

When consolidation of country schools took over, Mound School 
No. 6 was sold to Richard Harrington and it has been made into 
a beautiful country home. 
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Pupils and Teacher of Excelsior School, Taken about 1908 
Back row, left to right, Roy Brink, Ed Uthoff, Nellie Burmeister, 
(Teacher), Henry Uthoff, Victor Pickart, Warren Schloeman. Mid- 
dle row, Bennie Uthoff, Earl Brink, Donald Schloeman, Pearl Ut- 
hoff (Durow), Linnie Uthoff (Plotz), Clara Uthoff (Rose). Front 
row, Albert Uthoff, Walter see Frank Vogt, Harold Bierman, 
Victor Uthoff, Helen Vette, Agnes Brecht, Flordnes Vette (Uthoff). 
Miss Nellie Burmeister (SO) ded April 13, 1963. Was a graduate 
of Columbia University, and taught English most of her life in 
high school. 


Excelsior School — 1859-1946 


The first Excelsior School was built 4 miles south and % mile 
east of Norway in 1859 and this first school building still remains 
today on the same location on the now Stancel and Krofta farm in 
Lenox Township, lowa County. 

George Burmeister was the first teacher in the first Excelsior 
School and he named the school, — (Excelsior is a Latin word 
meaning higher. ) 

This first Excelsior School was also used for church services 
by the New Jerusalem Society trom 1859 to 1880. 

In 1880 the second Excelsior School was built. This school 
was north of the New Jerusalem Church almost four miles south 
of Norway. The new site was on the land owned by Ernest H. 
Schloeman, Sr. 

A short time before Christmas in 1911 this building burned down 
during the night. It is presumed that a bum might have used 
the building that day or evening. John May was the teacher. A 
temporary building was erected. 
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A new school, the third Excelsior School, was completed in 1912 
and stood west and a little north of the second school on top of the 
hill. The coal house was attached to the main building and was 
a feature many rural schools didn't have. 


The school year was divided up into three terms. The fall term 
consisting of two months. Then two or three weeks of corn husk- 
ing vacation was held, followed by a winter term of four months. 
A spring term consisted of two months. School was usually com- 
pleted by the middle of May. Some years three different teachers 
taught for one school year. 

In the early thirties the school term consisted of nine months 
teacher taught all nine grades including primary grade. 

The County Superintendent had jurisdiction of the rural schools. 

In the summer of 1946 Excelsior Schoo] District became a part 
of the Norway Consolidated School District. 
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District No. 6, Florence Township 
Back row, left to right — Joddie Tow, Jesse Gibbons, Ralph Brown, 
Jane Houghton, Nellie Lee, Carrie Kimm, Rachel Tow, Mayme 
Buchanan. Second row — Nettie Tow, Nellie Buchanan, Mary 
Tow, Simon Tow, William Kimm, Ed Kimm, Alfred Lee, Jay Brown, 
Siguer Larson, Tom Larson. Front row — Martha Tow, Sadie Tow, 
Jessie Buchanan, Tillie Kimm. 
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Florence No. 6 


This school district was located 4% miles southeast of Norway, on 
what was known as the Old Marengo Road. 


The school house was built in the late seventies or early eighties. 
It was a three room building with an entry or hall, the schoolroom 
and a coal room in the back. 


The families of John Houghton, Thomas & William Buchanan, 
Austin Gibbons, Albert Lee, Andrew Toe, Ole Tow, Jake Rosdail, 
Silas Kimm, Axel Tow and Bent Brown attended this school. 

Some of the teachers were Bertha M. Robertson, Bertha L. Tow, 
Jane Houghton, Elizabeth Buchan, Harry Springer, Burt Knicker- 
bocker, Clio. Primrose and Ed Gibbons. 


Spelling bees, box socials and school entertainments were held 
to purchase a library, One of the interesting entertainments was 
one put on by Bent Knouf with the first graphophone in this neigh- 
borhood. 


When Norway was consolidated, Cyrus Tow purchased the build- 
ing to use as a home for one of his herdsmen, 


RON’'S GROCERY 
Meats — Bakery — Cigarettes 


Fresh Fruits — Vegetables 


STORE HOURS: 


Sunday — 8 A.M. to 11 A.M. 
Monday — 7 A.M. to 6 P.M. 
Tuesday — 7 A.M. to 6 P.M. 
Wednesday — 7 A.M. to 6 P.M. 
Thursday — 7 A.M. to 6 P.M. 
Friday — 7 A.M. to 6 P.M. 
Saturday — 7 A.M. to 9 P.M. 


Phone 227-5045 Norway, lowa 


- eens NESE 


—58— 


Pe pstae th ig binky ecapsep core aid” 
bao oynsil bIO odt ee rework pan 
2ottigia yhuis 10 eatineve: otal off ot tind wiw seuod foodon odT  < 
moutlooikye sft Mail v0 ystao aw ditiw yaibliod caver oordt-@ eave a1 in 
Aeud ot ai moot laos aban 7” 
peti” melliW & zemodT aotiguolt io lo esilicnat ofT 
disbeot stat wot ofO voT waibaAk sof A anoddiD ais iy 
Jjoodoa zit bobasiia ower daotl bas wot fszA omit eoli2 ” tah 
wot J adie sweltsdolt .M altell ovew etodoned onli to ommme ve: 
swholnd nw segning? ya aadoul dtedasifa notiguol sast 
— eaoddi b4 bun se0wnisd oD jredood 
bled sieve dcornmistetae loodee haa elatooe xod 209d gaillage . 
cow ekeomnishoios pottessini ad} to scO .yiedil » seadowg ot 
-dyion eid) oi snodqorgaty seit ods dtiw luoad tusll yd ao tug sno 


“bliud oli buzedowg woT zu batabiloznos zaw yewnol asd be 
asenebrod eid Yo sao 104 omod » a8 oe OF gat i 


YAIIORD Sf Mon 
tottospi) ~ yiound — soot : ¥ 
_taldatopsV - Ribs tee vi - 


roe a ie ae ee 


Norway Public Schools 


Owing to the fact that one of our School Secretaries, Mr. Carroll, 
kept the school records at his place of business, the Noray N.W. 
railroad depot and an office fire took place in 1922, our early re- 
cords do not exist in full. 

The Norway Public School was first built on the site of what is 
now the Catholic cemetery north of Norway, about the time of the 
Civil War, when most country schools in the outlying sections were 
built every two miles apart. 

Then in about 1875, a frame building was built on the present 
high school site. This building was badly damaged by a fire in 
1907 and was then moved to Norway's main street, remodelled and 
is presently occupied by the American Legion. 

To replace this building, a brick structure, the west part of our 
present building was built in 1908. 

When Norway Public School consolidated in 1914, this building 
was too small, the consolidation making up a total of 24% sections 
of outlying country. This was one of thefirst consolidated schools 
in lowa, with public coneyance provided. The new addition annex- 
ed to the east side of the building was added in 1917 at a cost of 
$15,000. Because of crowded conditions for athletic events, the 
present gymnasium was built in 1937 at a cost of $32,000. 

In 1946, more country schools applied for annexation with our 
school system giving a total of 53% sections, as it is today. 

The new grade school on the west edge of Norway was built in 
1956, costing $200,000, In 1962, annother addition was added to 


Norway school, 1914, and their horse drawn school buses 
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the grade school at a cost of $80,000. This is our present public 
school setup. There are 11 high school teachers and 9 grade school 
teachers. The early years required only 2 or 3 teachers. The total 
enrollment to date is 141 high school and 181 grade school or total | 
322 pupils. 3 | 
The first graduating class completed 9 grades and was graduated ie 
in 1887. After 1908, 12 grades were required for graduation. 
Superintendants who helped mold our schools were: Johnson, 
Jameson, Moore, Yaeger, Fouts and Siefert (Jesse Buchanan Tow, 
asst.) Mangun, Bunch, Richards, Jones, Bingaman, Harris, Kline. 
Johnston, Hill, Argo, Isenberger, Southard, Schweikert and Price. 


Norway Consolidated School — about 1914 
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St. Michael's School about 1933 


Speech Department 
of Norway High School 


Norway High School has had a number of state winners in 
Speech Contests during past years. In addition to numerous sec- 
ond ratings at the state level, the following people have had first 
ratings: 


Class of : 

1951 TAU RO sn wah eee eee 1 first 
1958 NCTE Si fo: ty Qe oc ee ae MER OR BE NLM L Del tots (keen 2. firsts 
1958 RN ORY os ps ates ha ater me pn 1 first 
1960 ere OLOMS ai ate 2 firsts 
1960 BST Uh ASST ALE Th | (sO RE Ry Fay NEE pti exo ts OD Dee a 1 first 
1961 BRECK Oe ac Le bkaad cae See 2 firsts 
1962 Mien reea On ee oe 3 firsts 
1963 Pee ot tS he oe ok ee amine 3 firsts 
1963 Peet), hate eas ew ee ee 2 firsts 
1963 SEE ESO SS OTT (ps DE EY ak Ca 1 first 
1964 BRO 0 OTS SRR a ea fre Olle EE Gre dee 2 firsts 
1964 Perm oertei eo). Teme sik uct eae Sie aN eet 1 first 
1964 PLES fe 10S SE A Ra ee CSRS eg Bets ea 2 firsts 
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BUD'S CAFE 
HOME MADE PIES 


MEALS COOKED LIKE AT HOME 
SANDWICHES — POP — ICE CREAM 


Norway, lowa 


STANDARD STANDARD 
OIL PRODUCTS | OIL PRODUCTS 


Products and services that 


As good as the best — are guaranteed, at prices 
better than most... that are fair to everyone. 


Gene Robinson | George McCloskey 


Agent 
227-2029 


Dealer 
Phone 227-5796 
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Norway Diamonds 


Up to the present, Norway has had five different ball diamonds 
in or around Norway. 

The first diamond was located on the southwest corner of town 
where the grain bins are located. This was just south of the present 
diamond. 

The sceond diamond was located across the railroad tracks from 
John J. Beckers, on a field now owned by Ed Hasley. Games on 
the diamond were the feature attraction on Sundays for the peo- 
ple of Norway. This diamond was considered an excellent diamond 
for that period, and easily surpasses some of the high school dia- 
monds of today. 

The third ball diamond was located across from the present 
Mrs. Pauline Schulte. This diamond was used for five years. 

Then came the diamond probable remembered most by the older 
citizens of Norway. It was located along the Prairie Creek on the 
land now. farmed by Richard and George Berger. This was the 
“fun spot” of the town. There was a platform by the diamond 
where the band played and the people could dance. Many were 
the Sundays when a family would go to the park for a picnic din- 
ner and stay for the afternoon game. 

A tew years before the present gymnasium was built, the land 
on which the present diamond is located was bought from Henry 
Siepman by the high school. In 1942, the present grandstand was 
built. It was a community project where the people cut the tim- 
ber and worked together to get the grandstand up. 

Thanks to the present custodian of the diamond, Jeff Pickart, we 
have one of the finest diamonds in the territory. Jeff has coached 
many of the past teams at Norway. He coached the town teams 
from 1924 through 1931, and from 1936 through the present team 
of 1963, a total of 35 years. 


Old Gym and New 


The location of the first gymnasium was in the opera house, 
which was located across the street trom the Benton County Sav- 
ings Bank. This gym was used for about three years, 

The second gym used by Norway for its high schoo] basketball 
games was located in the R.C.M.P,S, Hall, at the present site of 
the Bell Telephone Office located in Norway. Some of the players 
that played at this time said the drinking water that was in a pail 
near them was frozen solid from the intense cold and others said 
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that on several nights they would stop play long enough for every- 
one to run to the “pot-bellied stove” to get warmed up in order to 
continue playing. This building was used as a gymnasium some- 
time from the late 1920’s until 1938, when the present gymnasium 
was first used. 

In 1938, the W.P.A., (Works Progress Administration), under 
President Roosevelt’s relief for the unemployed, decided to build 
a gymnasium for Norway high school. This gymnasium was to 
cost $32,000, $13,000 of which came from the Federal Government, 
and the rest, $19,000, came from a bond issue. This project was 
started in the early spring and was completed in late fall. It was 
first used as a gymnasium for high school games in 1938. At this 
time it was the largest and best gym around and was used for all 
the tournament games. This gym is still in excellent condition, but 
is hampered with seating capacity. 


Girls Basketball 


A new gymnasium, one the town of Norway can rightly be proud 
Girls’ basketball had its beginning in the Norway school system 
that fall. Miss Esther Martin, now Mrs. H. J. Meredith, was the 
first coach of th girls. It was not till the last game of the season that 
the girls had their first taste of victory in a game which they won 
from Brandon. The following year, 1939-1940, Norway was host 
to the Benton County tournament. The Norway girls advanced to 
the finals where they met defeat at the hands of Newhall with a 
score of 19-18. They had the honor of placing the first trophy in the 
trophy collection. In 1942, now coached by Darrel Latham, they 
marked up a 17-3 record and brought home the first Benton County 
Championship. The first Sectional Championship was obtained 
in 1948. 


Norway defeated Newhall in a double overtime to obtain the 
County Championship in 1944. In 1946, the girls met defeat in the 
Sectional finals at the hands of Clutier, a team which went on to the 
State meet. In 1948, under Coach Nelson, the girls were again 
crowned County queens as they defeated Urbana 29-14. They: al- 
so were Conference winners that year. It was Norway and Newhall 
again in the county finals in 1950. Norway, now coached by Jack 
Davis, emerged victorious with a score of 44-31. In 1951, Norway 
lost to Garrison 48-32 in County finals. In 1953, under Coach 
Hokanson, it was Norway 39 — Newhall 31 for another County 
Championship, Newhall in 1954 defeated Norway 43-33 for the 
County crown. 
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In 1958, under Coach Leland Yilek, ‘the Norway girls were Sec- 
tional winners and District Consolation winners. The year 1960 
saw another meeting between Newhall and Norway for the County 
crown, with Norway winning 68-49. The same year in the Sec- 
tional Finals, Norway defeated Gerrison and then went on to win 
another District Consolation. Mary Frese, in 1962, placed 12th, 
making 21 of 25, in the State Free Throw Contest. That year, Sher- 
yl Boddicker set a Norway single game record of 52 points. Sheryl 
also set a Norway four-year career record as she marked up 52 
points. The Norway girls were one game away from the State 
Tourney in 1963, but they were defeated by Garrison, 62-59, 
the district finals held at Vinton. 

Through the years, starting in the fall of 1938, Norway has pro- 
duced interesting and exciting basketball teams. Upon this fine 
foundation may the young ladies of Norway continue to build and 
develop better basketball. Let the past be their inspiration for a 
greater future, 


1963 girls basketball team, left to right, first row, Pat Newton, 
Sheryl Boddicker, Meriam Nolte, Sandra Schulte, Diane Larson, 
Phyllis Schulte. Second row, Leonard J. Yilek, coach, Leslie Schul- 
te, Yvonne Schulte, Norma Wodstrchill, Linda Lee, Norma Schmidt, 
Carma Kimi, and Susan Meredith, manager. 
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Front row, left to right, Jean Barker Johnson, Esther Schraeder 
Hannah, Lillian Beyer, Maxine Carrol Voss, Myrtle Merritt, and 
Lois Schmidt Stramer. Back row, Velita Lane Briggs, Rosemary 
Houser Maersh, Marcella Bange Schulte, Laverne Kuen Schulte, 
Celestine Bange Schulte, Marie Schulte Hannen, and Coach Esther 
Martin Meredith. 


NORWAY MAYTAG SALES 


ADMIRAL TV and Appliances 
HAMILTON Dryers 
MAYTAG Washers and Dryers 
PHILGAS — and All Gas Appliances 


W. A. SCHINKER 


16 Years’ Experience 
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Softball 


Softball is a comparatively new addition to the activities spon- 
sored by the Iowa Girls’ Athletic Union. Norway had its first soft- 
ball team under Coach Reed during the 55-56 season. In the fall 
of 1957, under Coach Leonard Yilek, the girls won their first soft- 
ball Sectional Tournament defeating Conroy in the finals, 13-0. 
The girls added another Sectional Championship in the fall of 1958 
by defeating Oxford, 13-3. Norway, in the spring fo 1962, was Co- 
Champion with Van Horne of the newly formed Benton County 
Softball Conference. A new softball diamond was started in 1962 
and is now being improved. 


From the short but successful history of softball may Norway 
draw its inspiration to achieve greater heights in this young sports 
activity offered to girls. 


Norway Baseball Teams 


Rarely in the history of Norway, has Norway failed to present 
an above average high school baseball team. In the last 25 years 
Norway has won a majority of the sectional tournaments they've 
entered. Two years, 1944 and 1949, Norway won the District 
tournament and entered State competition. Norway only had three 
graduates that played college baseball and four which played pro- 
baseball, one who reached the Major League. Robert Primrose. 
now in the Air Force, and his brother, Harold Primrose, now coach- 
ing at the Norway high school, played ball for $.U.I. in Lowa City. 
Richard Lee, now a junior at S.U.1., is playing on the baseball team. 


The graduates who played pro-baseball (minor league) were 
Ray Waychoff, Sylvester Schulte and Art Holland. The one play- 
er who reached the major leagues was Hal Trosky. An outstanding 
ball player, Hal played for the Cleveland Indians White Sox for 
11 years. Life time major league average of 311. 


No records or trophies were given in the early days of Norway 
high school, 


a» 0 


we “point | 

A al noenoe wa okt | 
“foe few wisils cow eltig od 
0-E4 ahait odd ai yotno® Tiseokth Sibmertingt | 
8201 to list ads «i gidenoiqmed lanottos? willons bs 
0 wale SBI 0} gainge odd ai Yowiol £81 pe sey 
yen nodus8 benrot viwen of} 10 smoH anY in 
2881 wi batute cow baousib MIedtloe waa A soapiplé ¥ 
ea yer Isdfoe to rarer I aeououe ind trode ot ue 
ae yhuoy eid? i eligisd whee srenlos of 4 
; ht 0} 4 


j j f te 
¥ “0 - 


enol [sdoendl yewioV 


jaseoiq of belixt yawioM end YewioM to violet odi ot ylou 
exmoy 68 teal oft ml .maai Madezad loots dy oysteve Sindy, 
ov'yods enomeruot fanciios2 ‘yd! lo Yihajam & now ead y 
totthi aft now Yaw (ORL Brin MOT” zin0Y OwT che 
—esidd bad ylao yaw1o"  .noititeqmos siaté beisiie bax tegmeernidt 
-o1 heyely doirhw wot bas Undead sgotiod beyslq tedi estaybarg 
 gvownind tiedofl .sugeod wish orlt berdoss1 odw sno 
--tlonos won sects biewH sediord id baa .29101 iA odd oi 
pw awol ai 1,2 rt ied arg doodve kg says ape ate 
grow (enyeal vei) tadsond aat 
nribnetedoo nA “sokeorP lef enw e291 
rok x02 oth W “ab buslevak) 


haa aa boc mie 


cad, 


Norway Basketball — 


Norway has not shone out in basketball as it has in baseball. 
Still, Norway has come through with many good teams. Norway 
basketball teams have won only three Sectional tournaments in the 
last 20 years but presented rough competition for Benton County 
foes. The records of basketball at Norway only goes back 20 years. 
In these twenty years, Norway has won only four Conference titles 
and one County tournament Championship. This Championship 
was won by the Centennial year team of 1963. 


Reminiscences by C.M.S.P. 
Fourth of July Celebrations 


These were outstanding occasions in our young lives — so much 
so, that we felt an incentive to catch up on the garden work, or 
other farm duties, in order to feel free to enjoy. the 4th f July out- 
ing. It also meant arising early in the morning and_ hurrying 
through the chores, because it was imperative that we arrive at 
Norway in time to take part in the parade. This parade formed 
on Main Street in Norway, with the Marshall of the Day —mounted 
on a spirited horse — leading the way; he was followed by Norway’s 
own “Fife & Drum ‘Corps’,’ — J. P. Johnson and Sam Hopkins, on 
foot; (and the enthusiasm, displayed by them, will never be for- 
gotten); then followed a farm wagon with hay-rack, upon which 
were perched forty-eight youngsters, with head-bands: which dis- 
played the names of the States represented, while in the center of 
the conveyance stood Uncle Sam and the Goddess of Liberty, dress- 
ed in costumes befitting their representations. Farm families, with 
well-filled baskets, fell in line enroute to Quam’s Grove, north of 
Norway. Entertainment for the day consisted in patriotic. songs 
and speeches. Good Old Mother Earth served as the table for the 
various spreads of satisfying foods of all descriptions, from home- 
made bread, and pastries, fried chicken, fresh fruits, and so on. 
There were fire-works in the evening. And, fire-crackers could be 
heard for days, before and after the 4th of July, in those days. 
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Lenox Mutual Insurance Assoc. 


Lenox Mutual Insurance Association was organized in March 
and April, 1883. We find that H. F. Burmeister was the first presi- 
dent of the company. H. L. Uthoff was the first secretary. 

The organization meetings were held in Excelsior School house 
about four miles south of Norway, lowa. Among the first officers 
we find the following names (besides the two above) mentioned: 
Charles Uthoff, J. W. Durow, John Schloeman, Wm. Schloeman, 
Harman Bierman, Loranze Brecht, Bernard Vette, John DeKlotz, 
Will P. Groff. 

By 1893 such names as Shure Olson, Henry Dahuke, Frank Pick- 
art appeared. In 1894 L. Jargemeier and J. A. Twait (Twedt) aer 
mentioned. A few years later Thomas Mason, Henry Heiden, and 
John Baker are mentioned. 

The meeting place was in Norway after 1885. 

From this modest beginning the cooperative has thrived and has 
grown and has been joined by other small cooperatives in what is 
known as re-insurance. This makes insurance much less hazardous 
than formerly. 

Lenox Mutual has been in operation 80 years. In that time it 
has had five presidents and four secretaries: 1. H. F. Burmeister, 
A. N. Schloeman, Jas. Harrington, Charles Schmidt, and H. O. Sch- 
loeman. Secretaries are H. L. Uthoff, H. L. Haerther, Christ Haer- 
ther, N. E. Crees. 

The present board of directors is as follows: Leo Becker, Noble 
Brockschink, Robert Buelow, N. E. Crees, George Haerther, H. O. 
Schloeman, Frank Volz, Ralph Walter and Orlo Mitchell. 


Masonic Lodge 


The Masonic Lodge received its charter on June 3, 1863, as St. 
Clair Lodge No. 164 A.F. & A.M. There were fourteen members 
at that time. The first oficers were James McQuinn, Worshipful 
Master; C. G. Turner, Senior Warden, Samuel Springer, Junior War- 
den, and Thomas H. Springer, Secretary. The lodge was organized 
and met for several years in the upper story of the Samuel Spring- 
er residence in eastern St. Clair township about 4 miles southwest 
of Norway. In 1866, the lodge was moved to a room over the O. B. 
Dutton store in the town of Florence, now Norway. In 1908, it was 
moved to the second floor of what is now the American Legion 
Hall and finally in February, 1951, it was moved to its present 
location. Gerald Pollock is the present Worshipful Master and 
Milo Melberg is Secretary. 
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EL VERNA'S — 
BEAUTY SHOP 


LOOK YOUR SMARTEST 


wit 
COMPLETE BEAUTY CARE 


HAIR STYLING 


SHAPING 
COLORING 
PERMANENT WAVING 


Norway, lowa Phone 227-5933 


CONGRATULATIONS 


NORWAY on Your 100th Anniversary ! 


BALLARD BROS. 


LIME—ROCK—SAND—FERTILIZER 
CORN SHELLING—HAULING—GENERAL TRUCKING 


Phone Marengo or Norway 


Bob Jim 
Harry Edmond 
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Mystic Star Chapter No. 23 
OF. S. 


At 2 P.M. on June 12, 1878, a group of people met at Florence 
(later Norway) )for the, purpose of authorizing Mystic Star Chap- 
ter No. 58, Order of The Eastern Star. A visiting Deputy Grand 
Patron, Brother Collister, presided. Installed as officers were: 


Sister J. Messinger—Worthy Sister J. Springer—Associate 
Matron Conductress 
Brother J. Springer—Worthy Sister J. McAdon—Warder 
Patron Brother G. Messinger—sentinel 
Sister A. Skiles—Associate Sister McQuin—Adah 
Matron Sister Stockslager—Esther 
Sister E. Brown—Treasurer Sister Brownell—Martha 
Sister R. E. Lee—Secretary Sister Ellerston—Electa 


Sister S. Brown—Conductress Sister Calkins—Ruth 

A Committee was then formed to write the by-laws. 

This group continued monthly meetings held in the afternoons 
and from one meeting in July, 1879, comes the note, “The secretary 
was instructed to find out if a Grand Chapter existed in Iowa and 
later reported there was none.” 

Literary programs were a part of the meetings and from time 
to time apear reports of buying new Bibles, an organ, furniture, 
equipment and lodge ewels. 

On June 11, 1883, a special meeting was called so that Mystic 
Star Chapter could be re-organized to connect with the new Grand 
Chapter of Iowa, so the newly assigned number of No. 23 became 
the official one. Present at that meeting to witness signing the 
new charter were Sisters Susie Brown, Anne Sabin, M. A. Messin- 
ger, M. A. Brownell, Johanna Brown, A. Jackson, O. Lester, Emma 
Brown, K. McQuin, E. M. Skiles, Mary Miller, K. Hall, Linda 
Manville, Jennie Ellerston, and Brother A. Skiles, E. M. Calkins, 
J. Springer, August Jackson and T. H. Brown. 

Elizabeth Manville, Isabelle Springer and pas McQuin en- 
tered as charter members. 

In 1898 permission was granted to hold meetings at night, “just 
before the full moon,” so that members could better see to drive 
their horses and buggies to attend the meetings. 

Meetings were held in the building on Railroad Street which is 
now the Legion Hall. In 1951 the Masons purchased the Lutheran 
Church across from the high school and after extensive remodeling 
this is the present Masonic Temple where Mystic Star Chapter 


a 71k 


ene | rateie 
eeorioubao) — 


sobs W—nobAoM | w9iei2 ino W-soghng aie , 
lonitise—rogaierol radio 
dabA—ninQoM wield - adaivoeA—eolil2 . a 
rohied—rgsleloote wetete ~ 
acitizM—foirword rotei2 sotcicbon onl A 
siool A gos rosie yatvwee—sal 4 A 
AteA—eablisD riei2 zea oubeo—~awortl .2 gree 
ewal-yd oft ottew of boanwt avd 22w auitimoQ : 
emoometts ott ai bled ayaitesm yidiaom bevaitaos quorg 
yiitsren of T” oon adi eomoo O78! .ylu| ab gnisepm' oro mo a 
bat swol.ai betzixe 2IqedO ban & ti tuo brit of botouneat 2ew 
“enon eaw ated? belwoger rial 
omni? mow bas zyttiicom adi lo teq 8 o1w emmyorg Ys 
Siwiionst seg as 2idil wea yatyad jo #hogs1 Tasqs oft Oo 
, ae ce ST. eae Meee 


otfayM nif? ox bellso eaw gaitsom Iniveqe s 228i IT saul gO 
bain.) won od? diiw foonces of bexinayi-o1 sd bludo wiqnd’) yw12— 
emmod &2 .oV to r9detum beagies ylwon of Oe \ewol to 
ol! gningie eoatiw o} yaiieom iad} te inoeord 210 
-tiveoM A.M nideé sank word sized 
seat ,ieet \O .noefos] .A wort saundok 

abett jin i asility ya glide MM A nivQoM W 
aailiad .M A zofil .A radjorél, ban notealll cb 


it 18 agnissen blod of boaetg reve oiel geet dl 
van of 9 ed Bln edn al Lines Hit nh 


No. 23 continues to meet the first Friday of each month. 
1963 Officers are: 


Worthy Matron—Dorothy Lou = Conductress—Elizabeth Melberg 


Johnson Chaplain—Stella Buchanan 
Worthy Patron—Eldred Thomas Marshal—Leona Barry 
Associate Matron—Pauline Organist—Cora Towe 

Stamy Adah—Edris Wiese 
Associate Patron—Richard Ruth—Beverly Trumbull 

Stamy Esther—Cora Christianson 
Secretary—Gertrude Detlefsen Martha—Julia Monk 
Treasurer—Lois Olson Electa—Joyce Berger 
Associate Conductress—Joan Warder—Ollie Melberg 

Towe Sentinel—Lloyd Barry 


Florence Township 
Women’s Home Project Work 


Farm Bureau was organized in Benton County in 1918 and Wo- 
men’s Home Project Work at approximately the same time. A 
Home Economist, usually a graduate from Ames, presented the 
lessons at training schools in various parts of the county. Each 
active township elected a chairman who with another woman 
were known as local leaders. These leaders attended a training 
school and at a later meeting presented the information gained 
to the interested women in their township. 

Home projects presented were: Home F urnishings, Pictures for 
the Home, Refinished Furniture, Clothing and Nutrition, including 
methods of cooery and the cold packing of meats, fruits and vege- 
tables. 

Florence Township has a record of almost continuous activity 
since 1919. Through the years the various projects presented have 
helped improve the health of families and the comfort and pleas- 
antness of their homes. 


Florence-St. Clair Township 
Women’s Farm Bureau 


Since 1919 many changes haev been made in Farm Bureau work. 
Farm Bureau and the Extension Service has been divided. The 
Farm Bureau has set up a program of its own, but still uses some 
Extension lessons. Florence Township has always been an active. 
group. In 1960 Florence and St. Clair groups united. 

The present officers are Mrs. Robert Montague, Chairman; Mrs. 


a ee 


dau atlu{—~nrtiie uastelsadl sbut 
mywd soyvo|—astosld ‘ norlO 


yracdisM silO—wbinW as0|—zerrtouba00 | AT 
yriel byoll—loatine Matai owol is 


quienwoT sanaold yi ae 
Ano W nsj01T smoH. e'nsmoW 


OW bas 810 oi avo moins mi besinnyie ww weowd oes fe , 
A sit Sense oft ylotsmixorqge te dreW fosjovT emo ‘nom 
af betumesiy 2ouA mol stsubsty @ yllenew Jeimonoodl fi. 
fost .yinuos off lo eheq ewoivev ni deodoe gains je enoz29!, ; 
asmow wedioun idtiw odw oxmisito s boigels qideawot | pei 
yoidied s bebnetia ewbesl seodT  etebesl loool ea awond | 919 W 
boniay novtacnolni od} betaseoq- _nitsom tial «48, baa loodox 

giderwo! tied) ai aomow betjesetni ani of nus, 
vol zouuioit =.zgcideimuD emoH :s1ew beinseorg etosjory smo te 


gribuloai wotiieY bea ynitolO wiiiewT hedziaiteA mol oni 
-o99v bas eis! 2tsem jo ynidoag bloo ad) bas yre00s to gre | 


Vivitos ewounitaos womla to biover 6 ead qideawoT, songrolh 
oved betasenig adoajoig enoiiny aft mney edt dguoull, i@t yoni 


usswe sms e‘nomoW ~ 

drow vaste imeT ui shan aged vou tintg Aa , oe 
ofl .bebivib ased ead $siving’ mw bas veowd anal 
omnoe ees Hi, Jud awa ei to megorq s qu toe 2d uaa arnt 
vison 16 looong eyawls a ee woigagixd, 
wid nasal’) sugsinold tisdoff za 9. sa ng okt 

appt 

a 


qidenwoTl tislD- 2@-sonsnol t 
z 


Frank Delana, Vice Chairman; Mrs. Lee Tow, Publicity; Mrs. Nor- 
man McNee, World Living; Mrs. Ervin Oftedahl, Healthful Liv- 
ing; Mrs. Leroy Schulte, ABC’s of Farm Bureau and Mrs. Bernard 
Schulte, Music and Recreation. 
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Florence Township peer Bureau group held in the Fall of 1952 
at the Bernard Schulte home. Bac row, Ruth Schloeman, Mary 
Hoyt, May Tuttle, Florence Uthoff, Gladys Uthoff, Martha Mc- 
Artor, Geraldine Schulte, David Schulte, Violet Schulte, Stella 
Merritt, Cheryl Schulte, Clara Rose, Laverne Schulte, Kathy 
Schulte, Nell Kahle, Elvera Schulte, Mary Schulte, Opal Becker, 
Nina Newton, Esther Folvag, Ida McNee. Second row, Jean 
Montague, Betty Uthoff, Margaret Hall, Chester Schulte, Martha 
Brockschink, Yvonne Schulte, Marion Cole, Dora Schulte, June 
Tow, Sylvia Schulte, Alvin Schulte. Front rows Elizabeth Melberg, 
Elsie Miller, Ruth Brockschink, Janet Tow, Larry Tow and Myrl 
Schulte. 


Royal Neighbors of America 


Grace Camp No. 1632 was instituted October 9, 1900, at Nor- 
way, lowa. Charter members were Newt Brown, Louise Brown, 
Elizabeth Buchan, Eva Mae Delaney, Mary Hamrick, Jessie Hib- 
ben, Ernest Robertson, Bertha Robertson, Isa Schloeman, Linnie 
Schloeman, Maggie Shea, C. E. Simpson, A. H. Turner, Jessie 
Martin, Florence Montague, Libbie Norland, Lars Norland, Jen- 
nie Pirie and Maggie Pirie. 

At the present time there are 33 Sanit members and ten juvenile. 
Our meetings are held each third Thursday of the month. 
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PINEHURST 


Established by Henry Schmuecker in 1908 


ANGUS 


America’s Fastest Growing Beef Breed 


The Original Home of the Bandolier Strain 


Herd Performance Tested 


TOM SCHMUECKER E. J. SCHMUECKER 
Address—Amana, lowa  Address—Marengo, lowa 


Phone Norway 227-2715 Phone Norway 227-5466 


ROE GARAGE 


Riding Lawn 
Mower 


Service 


NORWAY, IOWA 
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Linwood Cemetery 


Linwood cemetery, three miles south and one mile east of Nor- 
way, was established in the 1860’s. Two acres of land were pur- 
chased from Tarlton Riley. Tombstones bear the names of the 
earliest settlers and their families. The earliest burial was made 
in 1862 and burials are still being made there. War veterans buried 
in Linwood are: 

Alexander Riley 1795-1885 Veteran of War of 1812 

Joshiah Wilkins 1801-1878 Veteran of Civil War 

Hope Hodges 1820-1892 Veteran of Civil War 

Rufus Adams 1829-1890 Veteran of Civil War 

George Knouf 1830-1901 Veteran of Civil War 

Leland Taylor 1894-1959 Veteran of World War I 

Chester Riley 1895-1962 Veteran of World War I 

Curtis Delana 1922-1950 Veteran of World War II 

Trustees at the present time are Wallace Riley, Eldred Thomas, 
Merle Merritt. Secretary-treasurr is Mrs. Frank Delana. 

Before Linwood Cemetery was established, there was a small 
burial ground with only a few graves, three fourths of a mile west 
of Linwood on the north side of the road. Here some of the 
earliest settlers were buried, and also some immigrants who died 
while passing through. The cemetery has long been abandoned 
and returned to farm land. 


Green Thumb 
Flower and Hobby Club 


On January 19, 1951, eighteen ladies met at the John Miller 
home for the purpose of organizing a garden and flower club. 

The founders of the club were Oma Miller and Alice Brock- 
schink. The officers elected were Oma Miller, President; Edris 
Wise, Vice President; and Alice Brockschink, Secretary, 

Th charter members included those who joined at the January 
and February meetings. Those who joined at the January meeting 
were Oma Miller, Alice Brockschink, Bertha Bierman, Martha 
Brockschink, Mary Mathes, Martha McArtor, Geneva Miller, Aileen 
Montague, Jean Montague, Rose Schmuecker, Geraldine Schulte, 
Florence Uthoff, Bertha Vette, Helen Vette, Jane Voelker and Ed- 
ris Wiese. At the February meeting five more ladies were added 
to the roll. They were Opal Becker, Ruth Brockschink, Elsie Mil- 
ler, Julia Monk and Elsie Rosdail. 
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The regular meeting date is the fourth Tuesday of every month. 
The club’s first name was F and H Club (Flower and Hobby), 
then in July, 1956, the name was changed to Green Thumb Flower 
and Hobby Club. 

The club's first flower show was held in the Norway. Methodist 
Church basement in July, 1952. The club’s annual project is | 
either a summer or a winter flower show. 

The 1968 officers are Lucille Kolk, President; Ida McNee, Vice 
President; and Jean Montague, Secretary. 


Catholic Order of Foresters 
St. Joseph’s Court 1360 


Court organized November 2, 1902, John Beyer, organizer, 
First officers: 
Rev. G. H. Luehrsman, Spiritual Director 
John Beyer, Chief Ranger 
Louis Boettag, Vice Chief Ranger 
W. F. Horwedel, Past Chief Ranger 
Dr. B. H. Luehrsman, Recording Secretary 
Wm. Walter, Financial Secretary 
Henry Flammang, Treasurer 
Charter Members: 


Ros. No. 
1. John Beyer 12. Wm. Spellerberg 
2. Theodore Pickart 13. John V. Horwedel 
3. Otto J. Marousek 14. Mattias Hasley 
4. John Oswald 15. Joe F. Boddicker 
5. Henry Horstman 16. Wm. Walter 
6. Louis Emanuel 17. Henry Flammang 
7. Henry W. Hofferd 18. Andrew Hasley 
8. Wm. Horwedel 19. Albert Kitzaber 
9. John F. Pickart ~ 20. Nick Schinker 

10. Geo. Floshinger ~ 21. Bernard Brecht 

11. Dr. B. H. Luehrsman 22. Louis Boettag 


Throughout the years, St. Joseph’s Court has had the following: 
Six 50-year members, five of whom are living, John F. Pickart, de- 
ceased, Wm. Behle, Fairfax, Wm. Schmidt, Watkins, John A. Bod- 
dicker, Newhall, Edward Hofferd, Cedar Rapids, and Edward Bey- 
er, Swisher. 

There are also six Legion of Honor award members. This is giv- 
en for outstanding activities and deeds for the good of the order and 
the local court. Members are as follows: 
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John F. Pickart, Norway, deceased, Dave Maag, Norway, deceas- 
ed, Perry Light, Norway, Arthur Schmidt, Watkins, Arthur Haage, 
Norway, and James E. Gibney, Sr., Watkins. 

At the present time, court membership consists of 309 adults and 
225 juveniles. The first juvenile member was inducted May, 5 
1928. 

Local court now owns and maintains their hall and meeting place, 
which was purchased in 1906. 

St. Joseph’s Court 1360, has one of its members, Arthur Haage, 
now serving as State Vice Chief Ranger on the State C.O.F. Court 
of lowa. He was elected in 1952. 

Present officers are as follows: Rev. Joseph Krocheski, Spiritual 
Director, Rev. Donald Heineman, Speaker, Perry Light, Chiet 
Ranger, Ronald Erger, Vice Chief Ranger, Wilbert Becker, Past 
Chief Ranger, Arthur Haage, Recording Secretary, Charles Schra- 
der, Financial Secretary, and Franklin Frese, Treasurer. 


American Legion Auxiliary 


In May, 1921, a group of ladies interested in organizing.a Wo- 
man’s Auxiliary to the American Legion met in the Legion Hall 
(second floor of the Opera House). Those present were Hazel 
Pirie, Violet Reger, Elizabeth Trosky, Clara Flammang, Kate Smith, 
Mary Harrington, Susie Lichty, Velma Lichty, Thelma and Lorraine 
Hibben, Olive Johnson and Jessie Hibben. 

Officers were elected as folows: President, Hazel Pirie; Vice-pres- 
ident, Marry Harrington; Treasurer, Elizabeth Trosky; Secretary, 
Olive Johnson; Historian, Violet Reger; and Chaplain, Jessie Hib- 
ben. 

The regular meeting time chosen was the first Peay of 
each month at 8:00 p.m. 

Dues were set at $1.00 per year. 

The charter was granted on May 14, 1923, with the following 16 
charter members; Clara Flammang, Mary Harrington, Jessie Hib- 
ben, Lorraine Hibben, Olive Johnson, Susie Lichty, Velma Lichty, 
Esther Norland, Rose Pickart, Hazel Pirie, Violette Reger, Kate 
Smith, Lena Trosky, Elizabeth Trosky and Mary Trosky. 

Only two of the charter members are still on the membership 
roll of the local unit; Clara Flammang and Oliev Johnson. Clara 
Flammang’s membership has been continuous. The unit is proud 
of the following ladies, who have been members for 25 years or 
more; Stella Buchanan, Viola Glenn, Elsie Miller, Esther Primrose, 
Leone Riley, Clara Rose, Ruth Schloeman and Thelma Steffenson. 


Bay fis 


etal - apemp™ prthanopvartbivgs © 


oie wtotaga 2aw bear atinov abit afi 


pbhiceps vet ee 


yest mwdnA silteawi kis anit OBL 100" 
MK) 1.0.9 otad2 orl) ao r9ynatl toidD ooi¥ sini? ef 3 
' * S@R1 at botosis zaw parr 
lnetixig? JvlesdoowA dqoeol vo :ewollol 2s on spioltles tes 
tid Adyit yet .todeeg?@ .comeaioll blenoG voll olga : 
jue reeled redliW asgash BO siV so91F blaoon au eat 
‘mute? eshied OD wistems? yaiboos oyasH wdnA , 
xusneetl ott atblasyd bas II9 Tae ism ob 


ald lp 
ixuA noi CLROI 

-oW 6 yaisiasgio ai boteorsial ethel to quoig & Teer | BM nl 

lisH aoige! soft ai Jor aoigad oeotedtA ‘sif} of Ls ease 


loxsaH siow tisesiq seodT .(sen0H steqO oi? to so0ll baosse) 
Ati? steA yascmald sald yoeorl diedesilT x99 Roi ort. 
svisniot bas smiedT .yidoid emieV ,yidoit view? cotguiniel } 
A Hodditi sizes] bas moacitlol sv pa 
-erng-s01¥ std foxeHt jnsbiesrT :ewolot en bstoels o19w 21990 
‘istero92 yydeorT iisdasild somwesstT sotgainisH yma dasbi 
Gill sizes{ ,abalqod baa ayoMl toloiV .nsivoteill ceoendlol avilO 


rod 
to yebeaniboW itil of? 2aw ozo orci imped wear 
Bin loss 
ew OO GO 


Bt sntwatiol adi diiw 28F BL yal uo bod enw retuedo 
“dill otes| woigainsH yisM .gasmenelh sill 
sadoid wealeV’ yirloid eeu? .noandlol svHO' | 


‘6H sogoll ottlolY tit losalt nese oe saa 29 


- SGleot? aaah 'bue WleorT diodesiit ¥ 
qirlerndenoen oi mo [lite ota eredeent bo mye 


2uovaiines ased esl qicer heal ( gn 


MOTOROLA SALES AND SERVICE 


JIMS RADIO & TV 


Norway — JIM PICKART | 


Complete 


ONE-STOP SERVICE 


gas - oil - grease 


GOODYEAR Gas purchase Free 
and _ DELCO is automatic nozzle 


FIRESTONE Batteries stops on $2.22, 
Tires | $3.33, etc. 


SCHULTE 
SHELL 
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W omens 
Catholic Order of Foresters 


The Womens Catholic Order of Foresters was organized in 1930, 
under the direction of State Deputy, Mrs. J. A. Tierney, and assisted 
by High Chief Ranger, Anna R. Dunn of Chicago. 

The court was organized with 33 charter members, and the first 
officers elected were: 

Mary: G. Schmidt — Chief Ranger 
Catherine Pickart —Vice Chief Ranger 
Marie Voss — Recording Secretary 
Elizabeth Becker — Financial Secretary 
Lellis Pickart — Treasurer 

St. Mary's Court, No. 815, has flourished throughout the years, 
boasting enrollment up to date, of 114 beneficial members, 12 social 
members and 103 Juvenile members. 

Our Juvenile addition had its beginning in 1946, and is presently 
directed by Dolores Haage. 

Deceased members include, Gertrude Maag, Florence Gibney, 
Alice Ockenfels, Irma Schmidt, Catherine Pickart, Emma Beyer, 
Marie Voss, Agnes Bachand and Kathryn. 

Officers currently serving the court include: 

Hildegarde Butz — Chief Ranger 

Grace Brecht — Vice Chief Ranger 
Celestine Schulte — Recording Secretary 
Mary G. Schmidt — Financial Secretary 
Constance Pickart — Treasurer 


Norway Post No. 234 


The American Legion 


Norway Post No. 234, The American Legion, came into exist- 
ence July 16, 1919, when six ex-service men of World War I as- 
sembled in the office of Dr. C. H. Roh, with Attorney Louis Tobin 
of Vinton in attendance to advise. It was decided to apply for a 
Charter with the following signing the application: C. H. Roh, 
Ray Meyer, Cornell Larson, Ray L. Corbin, Stewart Buchanan, 
Conrad Larson, W. S. Timmons, Royal L. Tuttle, Henry H. Mon- 
tague, H. J. Wilhoyte, John Seipman, N. A. Thomas, Sabin Stef- 
fenson, H. O. Schloeman, Gilmer Dyrland, Glen Pirie, Henry W. 
Trojovsky, Nellis Jorpeland, O. A. Tow, Ed. J. Pickart, G. W. Re- 
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ger, Gust Sandve, Otis H. Tuttle, Louis iF Volz, Ole B. Holland 
Chester E. Riley, Ole Sig Holland, and Howard Tuttle. 


Civil War Veterans: left to right, Unknown, Andrew Conley, Mr. 
Swick, Henry Nell, James Delaney, Unknown, Steve Sabin, Thomas 
Buchanan. 


Most American Legion Posts commemmorate the name of a 
service man who ‘gave his life for his Country. However, since 
the Norway Community had suffered no losses of life — although 
we had men in all branches of the service, spread all over the 
Conflict area — it was decided to call the post Norway Post, The 
American Legion. j 

Neal Thomas was elected the first Commander to fill the half 
year. The first full year Commander was Royal Tuttle with Louis 
Volz adjutant. | 

In April, 1921, a carnival auction sale and dance was held to 
raise funds. A grateful and generous home town population con-: 
tributed livestock, merchandise, and all manner of saleable articles; 
and then they bought them back at the auction to make a highly 
successful evening. We were off to a flying start! A lot of equip- 
ment was bought, such as flags, chairs, cabinets, and etc. 

Our membership grew to about 100, and was maintained until 
the Depression days, when jobs and money were hard to find. Then 
our ranks began to thin by members moving elsewhere, death, and 
shortage of money for the annual dues, 


aA. 


e 
a} Sian : 


‘ 


basil Af lof elo lihiT AMO avbuad uD 193 
bint biswoll & basttolt adh coli F yeteedd 


_ , 7. a 
L a) NG Regt tg? 
aise ’ 4 

in ae MaRS | 


we aa 


TF 


VM syeltoD worhnA srooerdn Wig Of Hol omits V wo WW Bet) go) 
anon T itidoZ g7934 ,warowlns wonnlad eon Mo yuvolh aioe i” 


opera gst 
gs lo semea alt steoruiemanos ed wotgs.t umneaA tom 
gone o<evesw0H = viviawol) ad wi ell ed vay odw (ee waivrse 


dyvodils -- lil io evezol on barsttue bad ytinemimnoD yaw ods 
al? 19vo His beoge soivise of? to esdoumd th ai asm bard ove 
oft se0l yew1o" teoq odd flea of bebioeh cow ti — new toilineD 
i MOQ T npotrorA 
Heri odd Hil of Bont Die; seid ed} etna esw esmnodT Ise 
zivol diiw situT leyoft caw wbremmeD asy Hot terit odT a9Y 
Jastijbs sio¥ 4 
of blot, 2aw condh bus’ slee vottoss leggy ,  ditqé al” rie 
102 nolishuqod awot sniod ROTO | | yA! 5 
;2sloitis sldagize lo rocmemn He bak 5 ret rar ot a 
vifgid @ ofem OF toltoyn oy ia rey nro sod bas’ © 
-qiupy To jol A 1 tate paiy & of Ro yew sin aon 7. 
fo bits Aonidno viteids agedt 2b wwe “199 
ou betistaian ew bas OL jodi" ory ri 
nolL Ayerit 0) bad S18 9) 
bas oon) scat £ aio 


The Post was called upon to conduct Memorial and Armistice 
day services, to help at Funerals, and to do all manner of commun- 
ity services during World War II, when manpower was again 
scarce and valuable. A Christmas program has been conducted 
for 34 years. 


The end of the 2nd World War brought to the membership a 
new life and virility. Our membership has been as high as 185 and 
is now about 100. 


As time and experience advanced, new activities and responsibi- 
ties have been accepted. The Post has annually sponsord a Junior 
High School boy to Hawkeye Boys State, where about 700 boys 
learn to live together, work together, and study about Good Gov- 
ernment. The Post has sponsored a Scout troop, and is to be the 
sponsoring organization for the Norway Centennial. 


The following Charter Members still maintain their membership 
in the Post: Henry Montague, Otis Tuttle, H. O. Schloeman, Royal 
Tuttle, and Howard Tuttle. 


The current Officers are: Commander, Don Stumpf; Vice Com- 
mander, Gene Robinson; Adjutant, Wayne Riley; Treasurer, Ho- 
mer Monk; Chaplain, Otis Tuttle; Sargeant at Arms, Francis Wod- 
strchill; Service Officer, H. O. Schloeman; Historian, Royal Tut- 
tle. Second Vice President is Franklin Frese. Trustees are: Ray- 
mond Gramlich, Richard Berger and Robert Dean Holland. 


Norway Service Honor Roll 
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4-H Club Work 


Four-H Club work is an educational program that teaches by 
doing. Each member between 10 and 21 years, is a part of 
local club and selects a project and participates in activities and 
events. This informal educational program is provided by the 
Cooperative Extension Service. 

Girls’ 4-H was first introduced in Florence Township in 1923 
with the organization of a sewing club. It wasn't until 1936 that 
a club was organized and recorded in the county extension office. 

The club was first called the Florence Fliers and the name 
was changed to Florence Climbers in 1939 and to the Florence 
Go-Getters in 1945. In 1953 the club was divided according to 
the age of the girls and a study was made of this plan by the 
State Extension Office. 

Many local and county honors have come to Florence Township 
4-H over the years. National and state honors have come to:. 
Florine Schulte, Marjorie Schloeman and Nancy _ Brockschink. 


4-H Club — 1952 


Front row, left to right, Janet Folvag, Mary Haage, Shirryl Larson, 
Carol Hansen, Shirley Hoyt, Marianne Harms, Judy Simoens, Joyce 
Boddicker, Kayora Kimm, Coleen Hoyt, Sharon Plagmann, Janet 
Isenberger. Back row, Mrs. Robert Montague, Ronnie Brosh, Mar- 
ice Kimm, Mary Folvag, Mary Pickart, Barbara Schulte, Bonita 
Riley, Carol Folvag, Lois Larson, Florine Se hulte, Mrs. Chris Hoyt. 
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Present leaders are Mrs, Merritt Plagmann and Mrs. Francis 
Thompson. 1963 officers are: president, Linda Hansen; vice presi- 
dent, Vickie Plagmamn; secretary, Mary Montague; treasurer, Bob- 
by Jo Schulte; reporter, Claudia Reinhart; historian, Alice Thomp- 
son; recreation, Sara aang music, Mary Ellen Hansen; librarian, 
Jackie Johnson. 

The Florence Hawkeyes 4-H Club first operated icntly with 
Fremont Township and was fully organized as a Township unit 
in 1938 with Royal Tuttle as the first leader and it is still operat- 
ing with the same leader with Bernard Schulte as assistant. In 
1961 Royal Tuttle was awarded the 4-H Emerald Award for 25 
years service to 4-H clubs by the Extension Service of lowa State 
University. 

Probably the highest honors won by the club were when John 
Frimml showed the Reserve Champion Hereford Steer at the 
Chicago International in 1954 and when Weldon Towe showed 
the Championship steer at the Iowa State Fair in 1947. 


4-H Club — 1951 


Florence Hawkeyes presenting a $100.00 cheex to 4-H camp fund. 
Left to right, Marvin Schulte, John frimml, Melvin Schutterle, 
Royal Tuttle, leader, Loyel Schutterle, Bruce Towe, Barbara Schul- 
fe, Milo Melberg, County chairman receiving $100.00 check, co 
Frimml, Gary McNee, Roi Cole and Marlyn Brecht, December 8, 
1951. Royal Tuttle, Florence Hawkeyes leader, has given continu- 
ous service from 1956 to present date, 1963. 
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Three Florence Township men have been selected Honorary 
Members: Otis Tuttle, Royal Tuttle and H. O. Schloeman. 


In 1958, the Florence Hawkeyes received a plaque from the 
State Bank of Vinton for being judged the outstanding 4-H Club 
in Benton County for contacting all farmers in the township for 
corn harvest safety. In 1959, an award was given the Club by Gen- 
eral Motors Corporation for “Merit and Outstanding Achievement 
in National Farm Safety.’ 


The Club has 26 members in 1963. The officers are: Dale Schul- 
te, president; Jim Yanecek, vice president; Pam Miller, secretary- 
treasurer, and Charyl Schulte, reporter. 


In the International Arena — December, 1954 — Jess Andrews, 
President of International, congratulating John Frimml, Reserve 
Champion of Show. 
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HOTPOINT 
” APPLIANCES 


COMPLETE LINE 
Sales and Service Since 1937 


Wiring, Fixtures, etc., Sales and Service 


1928 A. R. Haage 1963 


NORWAY, IOWA 


P. G. FOLVAG 
AGENCY 


Complete Insurance Service — 


Norway, lowa 
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BINA Serle 


D. BECKER 
DESTRUCTION 


See DAVE BECKER 
for wrecking old buildings 


or removing trees 


Congratulations 
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Norway 


Gregor's Tavern 
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Watkins 


The land for the town of Watkins was given by C. G. Turner. 
Mr. Turner gave the railroad seven acres for the depot and right 
of way and raised $5,000 by subscription to build the depot several 
years before the depot was located. He spent a large sum of 
money to establish the post office and was the first postmaster. 
Among the town offices held by Mr. Turner were Justice of the 
Peace and school director. 


C. G. Turner was born in Virginia on November 28, 1809. He 
married Eliza Rose in Pennsylvania in 1832. They had nine chil- 
dren: Nancy, Joseph, Alpheus, Sarah, Clarissa, Edward and Charles 
(twins), Martha and William. The Turners moved to Benton 
County, Iowa, in 1860. 

Other early settlers in the Watkins area were C. B. Arbuckle, 
harness and saddle maker; Knudt Austin, butcher; G. Abraham, 
grain dealer; J. RK. Cox, physician and surgeon; W. P. Danskin, 
postmaster and merchant George Danskin, station agent; C. B. 
Hayden, dealer and shipper of livestock; W. J. Mann, merchant; 
N. P. Walker, farmer. 

The site of Watkins was laid out in the fall of 1873 and the town 
was named for Superintendent Watkins, who lost his life about a 
mile east of Watkins in a railway collision. 

Later Watkins merchants were Thomas Wolf, grocer; Hans Pirie, 
blacksmith, and W. H. Bickel, elevator. 
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Watkins Main Street in early 1900's 
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St. Patrick’s Church 
Watkins, Iowa _ 


The parish of St. Patrick’s in Watkins first had its headquarters 
in Norway. In 1907, Rev. Patrick Reynolds, pastor of Fairfax, pur- 
chased property in Watkins and in August of that year, he erected 
a small frame church. This was the commencement of the Watkins 
Parish of St. Patrick's and the membership for some years was very 
small, 

As the parish began to grow, a resident pastor was appointed in 
March of 1912. It was the Rev. Alfred P. Meyer. Father Meyer 
immediately commenced the erection of a parish residence. 

In 1914, he organized a new parish in Newhall as a mission of 
Watkins. He purchased church property for the sum of $1,300. 
In 1918, he built an extensive addition to the small St. Patrick’s 
frame church. . 

In October of 1930, the Rev. Nicholas U. Kefteler succeeded 
Father Meyer as pastor of St. Patrick’s. 

The Altar and Rosary Society, now very active in the parish was 
organized by the late Father Meyer in 1924 with Mrs. John Bod- 
dicker as president and Mrs. Henry Schumecker, Secretary-treas- 
urer. Mrs. J. C, Delaney was the first organist in St. Patrick's 
Church. ; 

Father Keffeler died in February, 1948. Father Beahn was . 
then appointed. He passed away in April, 1954. Our present pas- 
tor, Father Maurice Tracy, came to us in May, 1904. 
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1948-9 Basement of Church enlarged and finished+as a Parish 
Hall. Cost, $11-12,000. 

1949 Father Elwood Voss celebrated his First Mass at Watkins 
on May 28. 

1956 Father Tracey celebrated the Silver Jubilee of his Ordina- 
tion to the Priesthood; new siding on Church. 

1962 New siding on Rectory (built by Father Meyer in 1912). 


Watkins Savings Bank, when Ed Kettler was cashier (1910-1922) 


Watkins Savings Bank 


The Bank started in business in March, 1892. There were seven 
directors on the first board, namely: Thomas Wolf, W. H. Bickel, 
A. N. Schloeman, William Ebert, William Ackerman, Thos, Staple- 
ton and C. R. Dillon. 

Thomas Wolf was appointed president, Mr. C. R. Dillon as cash- 
ier, Mr. Dillon died in the winter of 1893. Mr. J. T. McGuire was 
appointed cashier after the death of Mr. Dillon. 

The Bank served the Watkins community for the past 71 years, 
under the management of various cashiers. Mr. McGuire as cash- 
ier until 1908; George H. Smith as cashier until 1909; Ed H. Ket- 
tler as cashier until 1922; Rudy R. Schroeder as cashier until De- 
cember ,1928; Alfred J. Schmuecker as cashierd from December, 
1928, who is still cashier of the Bank. 
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The present officers, directors and employees are as follows: 
James E. Gibney, president and director; John Boddicker, vice presi- 
dent an ddirector; Melvin Brecht, vice president and aiettar Al- 
fred J. Schaneakay cashier and director; Elmer Gerner, Heredtoe, 
Gerrold E. Kuester, assistant cashier, ea Martha Brecht, book- 


keeper. 
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1962 Watkins Baseball Club 
First row, from left to right, Francis Wodstrchill, mgr., Duke Lee, 
Dave Hoyt, Darrell Yocum, Harold Primrose, Durrell Hotitock 
and Don Becker, coach. Second row, from left to right, Ron Wood, 
John Voss, Glenn Schmidt, Jr. Walter, Dale Miner, Butch Bod- 
dicker, Richard Wessling, Bob Lee, Jerry Voss. Not present, Grant 
Wessling. 


The Watkins Baseball Club 


The Watkins Baseball Club dates back to far beyond the 1940 
date when the present association was organized. In 1940, the 
following group, who were charter members, formed the Watkins 
Athletic Association; Francis Wodstrchill, James Newton, Ray Wal- 
ter, Fay Davis, Keith Kimm, Eldo Voss, Marlyn Voss, Father Nick- 
olos Keffler, Frank Miller, George Newton, Ernie Eckert, Eldred 
Brecht, George Frese, John E, Wychoft, Harry Benzinger, Alfred 
Voss and Floyd Montague. Their primary duty is to keep the 
membership list to 18 active members, check financial condition, 
elect a board of directors, which is done at the annual Ae 

In 1958 the park was officially dedicated and named “Davis 
Park” atter Fay Davis, who took the lead in getting the park built 
and organized. Fay now lives in Nauvoo, Illinois. Watkins was 
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among one of the first clubs in the area to install lights, and has 
always had a strong competative ball club. One of the highlights 
of the 1962 season was going to W.B.C. Tournament at Des Moines, 
where Watkins lost the State Championship in 15 innings, 3 to 2, 
to the Des Moines Merchants. 


The present day members of the association are; Francis Wod- 
strchill, Clyde Pickart, Berthold Brecht, Joe Downs, Eldo Voss, 
Alfred Voss, Fay Davis (life time), Ray Walter, Ralph Walter, 
Paul Schmidt, Gabe Keuster, Jr. Walter, Dick Callan, Grant Wess- 
ling, Harold Brecht, Ray Stramer, Gilbert Schmidt, and Clayton 
Schmidt, 


Watkins 
Clover Farm 


Grocery 


Congratulations, Norway ! 


FRANCIS WODSTRCHILL 
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ED'S TAVERN 


EDWARD L. SMITH 


THERESA SMITH 


NORWAY, IOWA 
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Old picture | New picture 
1938 1963 


Ray’s Grocery 


Ray.s Grocery will soon have an anniversary of their own, 25 
years. It was Oct. 17, 1938, that we began operation of the Clover 
Farm Market in Norway, and since that time have enjoyed a steady 
growth that has made us proud to be a part of this fine commun- 
ity, especially now in its Centennial year. | 
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Service Stations and Garages 


The first service station to be built in Norway is what is now 
the Skelly Station. It was built about 1920 and John Beyer was 
perhaps the first attendant, then Peter Johnson, then Rhinehart 
Kuen, followed by a few others for short periods of time and lastly 
F. W. Boddicker, the present owner. | 

The Standard Station was built in 1930 and was operated by 
E. E. Thomas for some time, then various operators for short 
periods of time each, and then by George McCloskey, the present 
operator. 

The Shell Station was built about 1940 by Ernest Melberg, the 
first oepartor, and has had various operators since for short periods 
of time. 

Some of the earlier garages were operated by Lars Norland, N. 
J. Schinker, Glen Pirie, Henry Seipman, Gene Williams, Henry 
Becker, Neve & Roe and Oakie Roe. 
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Wilfred Schinker Myron Montague 
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Jerry Pollock, Jim Rotter, David Frese 
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Dr. V .M. Reinhart Orville Blough 
Francis Schmidt Marcella Schulte 
Dr. R. O. Stamy Francis Kahle 


Dr. George Harms Ronand Pat Erger 


R: L. Tuttle Elverna Bergen 
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Arthur R. Haage 


Arthur Haage’s business was begun in November, 1928. It con- 
sisted of telephone sales and service, and telephone line construc- 
tion and repair, etc., in the C.O.F. building. Also, he handled 
battery radio sales and service, and house wiring, commercial and 
power wiring and service, 

In 1937 when REA came into Benton county he wired many 
complete farm jobs, also he became a franchised Hotpoint appliance 
dealer and has sold the same complete line since. 

At present and in the past eight years he has installed electric 
heat in many homes, his first job being Ray’s Grocery and adjoining 
ing home. This also was the first electric heat job in Norway. 

“It has been a pleasure working with the people in this com- 
munity and I hope to serve them many more years, Mr, Haage 
said, 


Art Haage Don and Dot Elliott 


. Tah 


Beate RR NON Dara ce: 


Town Hall 


—100— 


; | aap 
109 $1 BERL aodamveV ai aamysd caw deonisud eon with A 
demo sort suodgstan bes | Sobvese bettas val ge sirodgalst Yo bsteia 
belbind od ols qotbligd M09 oft ui, aqua bas aos 
bas (siomanios vohiw send bas aor bos eslee obi yrotied | 
solve bua yuh iw3wog 
rom bei of “enoo pola ofat ams AS cod FEL al 
voubilens, diogiol hevisdouiit «anno oil gels, 2doy niet stelq 09 
stig sail stelepriies gerne ofp hloe and bas volggob 
viviools boilitentt eal od etway Seio tea silt ot bag Meme tA. 
juhidujbs bis youn 2 yal giied dej dent cid 2omod ver oi teed 
ewaio’ ai doj Tied ofjvelo tet ot caw cele fT ammo git 
irs 2idt ai slqase sift itiw witdyows yruzeuly « axed apd i] 
appeal «i 2 stom yout aio ore, ot sqod I bas yiinge 
bine 


a of M < 
M A ae vee) Soa 
> h aa 9 4 Ohi etd 
a ie Tia =i" 


ay ten) ee? Aad 
bal? 
ad we F ¥ 

' 


% 


dpidn.f 


wPreen, 


> im > 4 


American Legion Building 
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Norway Grain 

The Norway Grain Elevator was built in 1904 by Wells Hord. 
They continued in business until 1911. The farmers purchased the 
elevator in 1911. Mr. John Beyer was the first manager. He was 
followed by Charles Buchanan, who served as manager for 39 
years. He was followed by Edward Smith. | 

In 1953, the elevator was sold to Elmer L. Berg, who has been 
operating it to date. 
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Ed's Tavern 


| —103— 


Mei Oe ee eo! te a 


¢ \ “- § 4 ¥ f 
} ‘ 0 fn: 
¥ » ; 
f é 
\ « hid 


iM, Aden! 


sheet ia 


* = a 
, 
As oes 5 
c eee 
} P < é at 
ae | fS t te Bon bi, ' 
Po Poesy fe 
‘ e 
a P * 7+ 4 Ff * by, 
2 : bg es 
+P iz * : HR 
/ a] » oh * 


- 
2 
- 
= 
ae 
3 
ie 
-“ 


Yr 


Ry. _ 
— ee 


“< 


The Benton County 


Savings Bank 
The Benton County Savings Bank was begun Jan. 18, 1881, by a 


group of ten men from the Norway community. Each one invested 
$1,000 in the bank, which was then incorporated for 50 years. 

The investors were: T. H. Brown, Thomas Atkinson, C. P. Christ- 
ianson, Lars Tow, Alexander Johnson, James McAdou, Phil Wagner, 
James Messenger, E. H. Schloeman, and Henry Groth. 

The bank was to have a capital stock of $10,000. Thomas Atkin- 
son was to be cashier at a salary of $1,000 annually, 

The first loan secured by a real estate mortgage was made July 
23, 1881. The loan was for $3,000 at § percent on 160 acres to Shure 
Olson. 

Nine Presidents 

Since the bank has been inaugurated on Jan. 18, 1881, 15 presi- 
dents have served the United States while the Benton County Sav- 
ings Bank had nine. During that time the bank has had five cash- 
iers. The time these men served is as follows: 
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In 1960 the bank interior was entirely remodeled. In March, 1963, 
the capital stock was raised 100% by a stock dividend to $60,000. 
This made a total capital account of $165,000.00 and the deposits 
‘1, 636,436.00. 


Peg Hoyt, Neola Garret, Homer Monk, P .G, Folvag 
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LeRoy Schulte Angus Farm 


WATKINS, IOWA 


4 Miles SW of Norway, lowa 


Shown by Rex Pollock 


The home of the Grand Champion at the 1962 Na- 
tional Western in Denver. 


The Grand Champion at the Waterloo Meat Animal 
Show of 1961. 


Also the Champion Carcass Steer of 1960 and the 
Reserve Champion Carcass Steer of 1961 — both at 
Waterloo. 


VISITORS ARE ALWAYS WELCOME 
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The members of the South Slope Cooperative Tele- 


phone Company wish the Town of Norway the best 
of everything during all the Centuries that follow 


your first Centennial June 15, 1963. - 
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THE POT BELLY STOVE 
AND THE CRACKER BARREL... 
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Are no longer a part of the American Scene, but WE still maintain 
the same, friendly atmosphere which has characterized our busi- 
ness for the past 25 years... 


RAY’S CLOVER FARM MARKET 


GENERAL MERCHANDISE 
Norway, Iowa 
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THE WATKINS SAVINGS BANK 


N 
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WATKINS, IOWA 


Congratulations 
Norway 
on your 
Centennial 


Aluminum Products 


and 


Glass Co. 


Congratulations 
TO 
Norway 


Clyde Pickart Joe Downes 


WATKINS, IOWA 


‘VS 


Lars Anderson 


Lars Anderson was born in 1838 in Sandhaland Isie of Karmay, 
Norway, Europe. He was a carpenter and boat builder. He mar- 
ried Gurine Mannes, who was born in 1839, Isle of Karmay. They 
lived at Skudeneshovn until May, 1855, when the family, including 
eight children, went by boat from Stavanger to Hull, England 
They walked across the peninsula to a seaport where they boarded 
a large ocean steamer. The voyage took three weeks and they 
landed in Philadelphia. They came to Norway, Iowa, by train. 

The custom in Norway, Europe, was for the sons to take the 
father’s first name and add the word son to it, which then be- 
came their surname. Therefore the Lars Anderson sons were 
known as the Larsons. Following their father’s trade, they became 
contractors and builders. They built churches, schools, dwellings 
and farm buildings. ‘7 ueir agility for climbing an| ability to bal- 
ance at great heights was not surp.ssed. 

The children of Mr. and Mrs. .;nderson were Andrew, Nellie 
(Mrs. Thomas Swenso..), Shure, Louie, Peter, Anna (Mrs, Ross 
Swenson), Knud and Gunwall. Mrs. Anderson died in 1895 and 
later Mr. Anderson married Mrs. Martha Sheldahl. They lived 
in Sheldahl, lowa. Mr. Anderson died in 1910. 
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Anderson-Brownlie 


John and Agnes Cleghorn Anderson came from Cambusnethan, 
Scotland, in 1849, in a wooden sailing vessel, and it took them six 
weeks to cross the ocean. They first located at York Mills, near 
Rome, New York, where they spent two years. John Anderson 
worked in the saw. mills. In 1851, James Cleghorn, a widower, 
and his two small children joined them. 

In 1852 both families started West to Iowa. At that time there 
were articles in the New York newspapers about lowa, the land 
of opportunity. The railroad brought them as far as Aurora, 
Illinois, where they hired a man with his team and wagon for the 
trip to lowa. In due time they arrived at the Ure Cabins on the 
edge of a large grove. 

In the Spring of 1868, Robert Anderson Brownlie’s father died 
and his uncle, John Anderson, sent for him to come to Iowa from 
Scotland. He was educated to be a teacher and was teaching in 
St. Rollix Academy. 

His first job in lowa was working on the farm. The aunt, Agnes 
Anderson, became ill in 1873 and died in July, 1874. After Agnes 
Anderson's death Robert Anderson Brownlie and Mary McFarlane 
were married on August 25, 1874, and came to live on the farm. 

When Robert Anderson Brownlie purchased the farm in 1880 he 
already had forty acres which had been secured from Peter Mc- 
Kechnie. This farm was purchased by Robert Anderson Brownlie’s 
grandson, Warren C. Dennis, in 1949. | 

Robert A. Brownlie, Sr., was born in Hamilton, Scotland, Nov- 
ember 6, 1849, and grew up in Glasgow. His father was a baker 
by trade; and his mother, Marion Anderson, died during the epi- 
demic of Asiatic Cholera in 1854. 

Mary McFarlane, his wife, was born in Canada near Harristown 
on June 4, 1857. Her father, Malcolm McFarlane died in Septem- 
ber, 1861, and the widow and her 4 children came to Iowa later 
that year. 

Robert Anderson and Mary McFarlane Brownlie were the par- 
ents of four children: Robert A. [1 (deceased), John of Winterset, 
Iowa, Janet C., and Marion E. (Mrs. Herbert R. Dennis). 

The present owners of the farm, Warren C. Dennis and his wife 
Germaine C. Christianson. Mr. Dennis is the son of Herbert R. 
Dennis and Marion E. Brownlie. 

Germaine C, Christianson, wife of Mr. Dennis, is the daughter 
of Gilmer and Cora Larson Christianson. 
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John Becker 


The family of John Becker. Left to right, front row, Lena Becker 
Nolte, Elizabeth Schulte Becker, John Becker, and Josephine Beck- 
er Gessner. Back row, Joe Becker, John Becker, Charles Becker 
and Lawrence Becker. 


In the early spring of 1861, a group of people left the village of 
Rosenbeck, Germany, and set sail for the United States. John 
Becker was among the group seeking a new home in a land un- 
known to them. His wife, Elizabeth Schulte Becker, was unable 
to come at that time, but followed several months later. After 
eight weeks of sailing the Atlantic Ocean in a sail boat, the group 
landed at New York City and from there they came by railroad to 
Iowa City and then settled about a mile and a half northwest of 
what is now Norway. 

John Becker worked for his father-in-law, Carl Schulte, for awhile 
and also worked in the Amana Colonies. He became a citizen of 
the United States in 1870. 

The old homestead, was deeded by the government to Thomas 
Wilson in 1854. In 1867 John Becker bought the 160 acres for 
$1650. In 1872 he purchased six acres of timber from McNee for 
$400. The timber was almost considered sacred to the early pio- 
neers. It furnished fuel, post, rails for fence, and some lumber. 
In 1909 John Becker deeded the homestead to his son Lawrence 
who married Ellen Lanus in 1907. After Lawrence passed away, the 
farm went to his wife Ellen in 1943, who now lives on the home 
place located about 4 miles northwest of Norway. 

John Becker and Elizabeth Schulte Becker reared a family of 
six children. Charles, John, Josephine (Mrs. Micheal Gessner ),: 
Lena (Mrs. John Nolte), Joe, and Lawrence. These six children 
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all married and lived on farms northwest of Norway. 

Charles married Lena Gessner and rearéd a family of ten chil- 
dren — John, Henry, Charles, Bernard, Frank, Leo, Mary (Mrs. 
Lawrence Brecht), Lena (Mrs. Andrew Brecht), and Rose (Mrs. 
Willis Lohrer), a son, William, died in infancy. 

John married Annie Wieneke and reared a family of four children. 
Annie (Mrs. Robert Light), Evalina (Mrs. Matt Boddicker), Arlo 
and Elmer. 

Joesphine married Micheal Gessner. 

Lena Married John Nolte. 

Joe married Minnie Gessner and reared a family of five children. 
Micheal, John, Joe, Elizabeth (Mrs. Elmer Carlson) and Minnie 
(Mrs. Merle Carlson ). 

Lawrence married Ellen Lanus and reared a family of three 
children. Lawrence, Alice (Mrs, Frances Thompson) and Berna- 
dine (Mrs. Melvin Potter ). 

John and Elizabeth Becker were hard working religious pioneers 
who were members om St. Micheal’s Catholic Church at Norway. 
John Becker was a prosperous farmer and he and his sons were 
always eager for new and modern machinery. Their first thesh- 
ing machine was powered by a steam engine. 


John Beyer Family 

Man yyears ago Berthold Beyer immigrated to the United States 
from Germany. His wife had come to our country from Bohemia. 
To this union were born eight children: Henry, William, Joseph, 
Fred, Frank, Charles, Louise, and Anna Beyer. The family re- 
sided in Johnson county for several years. 

John, the member of the family to settle in Norway, was born 
in Cedar Rapids, lowa, on July 26, 1867. As a young man he came 
to Norway to secure work. While working here he met Sarah 
Brecht, daughter of the Vincent Brechts. Sarah had come to Nor- 
way from Ohio at the age of 19. While living in Ohio she had been 
employed as a cigar maker. | 

John and Sarah were married in November, 1886. They resided 
south of Norway for one year where a daughter, Katherine, was 
was born. They then moved to Iowa County, south of Walford, 
where they lived for seven years. During this time three chil- 
dren, Clara, Edward, and Mary, were born. 

In 1898 the family moved back to the town of Norway where, 
for a short time, John operated the hotel located at that time where 
the Shell Station is presently located. During these years Berthold 
and Ernest were born. 
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On retiring from the hotel, he took over the pool room which 
he later sold to Nard Boone. While living in Norway, John also 
worked in the west elevator and served as postmaster. 

He also operated the Skelly Oil Station with his youngest son, 
Ernie, driving the truck, 

In 1921, the mother, Sarah Beyer, died. 

In 1926 tragedy struck the family when John Berthold, then 26 
years old, was killed. 

In 1927 Mr. Beyer married. Florence Moran of Nashville, Ten- 
nessee. He then moved to Nashville where he lived until his 
dath on May 28, 1946. 

Descendants 

In February, 1906, Katherine married John F. Pickart to which 
union were born four children: Lellis Ort, Gilbert, Clifford, and 
Marcella Sonka. ! 

In November, 1912, Clara married Arthur Holland. This family 
consists of seven boys and three girls: Cyril, Leon, Arthur, Jr., Mar- 
gie Bordwell, Evelyn, Creighton, Richard, Geraldine Smith, Blaine 
and Harold. 

Edward married Emma Frese in February, 1915.. To this union 
were born three children: John (deceased), Robert, and Lillian 
Pudil. 

Mary was married to William Sevening in October, 1912. In 
this family were nine children: Virgil Towe, Everett (deceased), 
Maxine Primrose, William (deceased), Mary: Lou Madlon, Ron- 
ald, and Charlene Whiting 

Ernest lives in Belding, Michigan, and is the father of eight 
children. ° 


—113— 


ihvittyy not looy sid yove Ab0d gi ote! orf onot yaitite: aO 
ozs udel vevno” at garvil iW envod busi of Bloe wel od 
prlesniead, a. Wave bes wisvols tow oi? ai bairow 

Moe Penpitenr vl eew woivet? TO wisde of bye hav req7O ils ofl 
dowd od? gnivinb simd 

beth seyoG dimse lion: off [SCL al 

df wah bhod! et mdal wow yiatwl oly doutte Yboyert BSC! ol 
bolita eaw bio risSY 

a3T olialeeY lo aeiel4 sotemeld bore woe ah, TSeQ! al 
aid fituw Lovit ud sxtnive ollivdesM ob bevon aed oH .odezan 
Mei 8S ne nu tab 

vignlvsao2aK i 

houlwe ot teedott A sulol boivtams sabesdioAd YOOL perene® a 
bon jaeGl tod tO ifs weablide wol mod stew adiay 
wAno? siisorsld 

hint vil T... .foisehly i muita eatasees etek) ote wedinsyo al 
wiht... aL nati, sroel dime abang youl! bas eqed ngvee lo eseizsioo 
odin ,dsiea2 onitlaineo rboanchall sothyion) img i k 


rohan gilt oF AMwt oun eit ed nt ei 
vith bus dedost (boaeveb) ndol suoabalida soul snod 
al Ait, mi, er it iim i 
| ) neva aweT liga ; 1 ante 9 

apa er see pididioaar 


5 wt A, 


fo isl oh a aes 


yee" i 


a — 
ae 


he 


* OMAR, rs i . j 1 : are 
rapt ge on ah, aNeu Ps le inn 5p 4 
é : - va Mts ai t i 
Ry Oe tee) ek Se ipa if 


| CONGRATULATIONS | 
TO NORWAY 


on its 


]OOTH ANNIVERSARY 
John C. Schulte 


Your FUNK’S G-DEALER 
in the 
Norway Community 
for 24 Years 


Funk’s G-Hybrids have More Capacity to Produce 


Herman Bierman 


Herman Bierman was born in Germany in 1833. He immigrated 
to the United States and stayed in St. Louis for a short period. 
Between 1855 and 1858 he came to Lenox Township in Jowa 
County where he worked on a farm for a while. In either 1858 or 
1859 he returned to St. Louis where he married Johanna (maiden 
name unknown). He brought his bride back to Lenox Township 
in Iowa county to a one-room cabin on top of a hill. He was 
‘proud of the cabin that he had built with his own hands. 

Their first son, William, was born in 1860, a daughter, Louise, 
in 1862, and their third child, Henry, in 1864. In 1866 he obtained 
a clear title to his first eighty acres. Shortly thereafter he built a 
six room house for his growing family. This house is still the main 
part of the present home of the descendants of William, 

He lived to be only 52 years old, passing away in the year 1885. 
His wife Johanna survived him for twelve years. Upon his death 
the land was divided into two eighty-acre portions, the one with 
the home was left to William Bierman and the other portion to 
Henry. In lieu of land, Louise (Mrs. Newton Brown) received 


a dowry. 
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William married Matilda Vette on April 20, 1897. Their union 
was blessed with only one son, Harold, who was born on the home 
place September 23, 1900. 


Harold worked on the farm with his father and on February 
18, 1924, he was married to Bertha Schoenfelder. To Harold and 
Bertha two sons were born: Kenneth on December 1, 1924, and 
LeRoy on February 28, 1933. 


On December 14, 1925, William Bierman died, leaving the farm 
to Harold. Following his death, his wite Matilda had a small 
home built for her in close proximity to the old home where Har- 
old and his family lived. She survived her husband until August 
29, 1951, when she, too, passed on. 

Kenneth married Harriet Hegewald from Middle Amana on 
August 9, 1952. Cea 

At the present time, March, 1963, Bertha is living on the home 
place while Kenneth and his family live in the home formerly oc- 
cupied by his grandmother Matilda Bierman. LeRoy, the young- 
er son, married Luann Pickart. 
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In the year 1861, John and Elizabeth Boddicker departed from 
Briton in Westphalia, Germany, and came to America, They had 
seven children, Kate (Schmuecker), Gertrude (Schulte), Mary 
(Schulte), Albert, Joe and Frank and settled on a farm north of 
Norway. One son, John, remained in Germany. 

Frank was born in Germany on February 18, 1849. He married 
Elizabeth Smith on February 28, 1876, and they farmed the land 
now owned by Art Schmidt. Only two of their twelve children are 
still living. Kate, Mrs. William Sevening, lives in Chicago; Lena, 
Mrs. Henry Horstman, lives in Parkston, South Dakota. Those 
dead are George, John, Joe, Henry, Barney, Frank, Erma, Gertrude, 
Elizabeth, and Albert. Besides their own twelve children, they 
also reared Mrs. Wilton Jackson and Clara Johnson, 

Frank was killed in 1900, while making hay in a field south of 
Norway. His neck was broken when his team became frightened 
and ran away and collided with a tree. Elizabeth, who was born 
in 1879, died in 1927, from complications which set in after falling 
a few days earlier. 

John F. (Snider) was born in 1879, and he married Helen Stall- 
man in 1903. At first they lived on a farm a mile and a half north 
of Watkins, which is now farmed by their son, John Jr. He died in 
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1945. Two years later Grandma moved to Norway, where she still 
resides, ! 

From their marriage came eleven children. Three of these pre- 
ceded John Boddicker in death. Bernice and Helen died at in- 
fancy and Sgt. Robert was killed in action in Italy in 1944. Angela 
Kelly now lives in Springville; Hilda Siek lives in Blairstown; Marie 
Becker, Ida McNee, and John Jr. live in Watkins; Franklin Regis 
and Harold live in Norway. aa 

Helen Boddicker has 25 living grandchildren, 39 living ‘gréat-. 
grandchildren and 1 great-great-grandchild. i 

The birth of Christine Waterbury, 1963, marks the beginning of 
the 7th generation of this Boddicker family in the United States. 
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Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Brecht 


The Rhinehart Brecht Family 


Rhinehart Brecht was born in Alsace Lorraine, Germany, came to 
the United States and settled in Coshocton, Ohio. There he married 
Catherine Wagner, and in a few years they moved to Iowa and 
homesteaded a mile west of Norway. 

To this union nine children were born; Martha Brecht Kuen, Mary 
Brecht Pickart, Joseph Brecht, Sarah, John, Bernard, Micheal, Addie 
Brecht Ockenfels and Louis. Addie Ockenfels, the only living mem- 
ber of the family now lives in Currie, Minn. 

Joseph Brecht, the eldest son, married Anna Ockenfels in 1894. 
They had six chlidren; Katherine Brecht Wack, John, Frank, Marie 
Brecht Juinn, Victor and Loretta Brecht Schmueker. 
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Michael Brecht | 


Michael Brecht, the son of Reinehart and Katherine Wagner 
Brecht, was born November 8, 1874, on a farm in Ohio. His fath- 
er came from Reinsheim, Germany, when he was a young man. 
He often talked about swimming in the Rhine River. They settled 
at Coschocton, Ohio. Michael’s mother was born in that area. 
They were married there and six of their nine children were born 
there, immigrating to Norway, lowa, in 1876, when Michael was 
two years old. He has one sister living who is Mrs. Addie Ock- 
enfels of Currie, Minnesota. 

Three sisters, Martha Kuen, Mary Pickart, Sarah Brecht and 
four brothers, Joe, John, Louis and Bernard preceded him in death. 
He was married to Rose Hasley, September 30, 1908, at Norway. 
To this union was born four children: Reinehart and Vera (Mrs. 
Leo Sonka) of Norway, Laura (Mrs. Jerry Stufflebeam of Cedar — 
Rapids) and Michael Alvin who died at the age of six months. 

Michael Brecht passed away at his home in Norway February 
15, 1963, at the age of 88. 
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Bower Family 


Samuel Bower came from England. He later sent for his mo- 
ther, sister Mary and brothers William, John, and Jabez. Their 
father died in England. Samuel had one son, William, Jr., and Mary 
had four children, Hannah, William, John, and Jane Houghton. 

John Bower was married and had three children, Mattie, Ada, 
and John. 

Wm. Bower Sr. had six children, John, Bertha, Sam, Lizzie, Walter. 
and Edgar. 

Jabez married Mary Springer and had seven children, Hettee, 
Jane, William, Annie, Alice, Emma, and Belle. The Senior Bowers 
all lived on farms in the vicinity of Watkins and also had large 
orchards and ran nurseries. They grew grapes, berries and apples. 


Andrew V. Brecht 


Andrew V. Brecht was born at Cleveland, Perry County, Ohio, 
in 1865, the second son of Vincent and Catherine Brecht. He came 
to lowa in 1880 with his parents. In 1885 he married Mary Ann 
Frese, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. George Frese, Sr. He was a 
resident of this community for 50 years until his death in 1930. He 
left eight children: John V., Andrew, Annie (Mrs, Charles A. Schul- 
te), Minnie (Mrs. A. J. Hasley) Mathilda (Mrs. August Schulte), 
Agnes (Mrs. Adam C. Schulte), Elsie (Mrs. John Etscheidt), and 
‘Teresa (Mrs. Dwayne Primrose). 
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Mr. and Mrs. Andrew V. Brecht 
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Fire, windstorm and other hazards that could cause | 
hardship and disaster to the farmers are covered by t 
your County Mutual. a 


Livestock, machinery, grain, and all other farm 
personal property (except household goods) may be 
insured on the blanket basis. | Written at regular 
rates, this popular coverage fully insures all items — 
in all seasons of the year. Newly acquired items are 
protected automatically. 


The basic FarMutual policy provides the following 
broad coverages: 


All Property Livestock 


* Fire and Lightning * Electrocution 

* Windstorm * Drowning 

* Hail * Accidental Shooting 
* Smoke and Explosion * Loading or Unloading 
* Aircraft and Vehicles * Collision or Overturn 
" 


Riot and Vandalism of Vehicles 
* Dogs or Wild Animals 
Collapse of Buildings 


* Theft of Personal Property 
* Overturn or Collision of Machinery 
* Fire Coverage of Standing Grain 


LENOX MUTUAL 
INSURANCE 
ASSOCIATION 


Norway, lowa 
H. O. Schloeman, Pres. N. E. Crees, Sec. 
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Mr. and Mrs. John L. Brecht, Mary, Bertha, Lucy, Ann and Ber- 
thold. | 


| John L. Brecht 


John L. Brecht, son of Vincent and Catherine Brecht, was born 
in Zanesville, Ohio, and came to Norway as a young man. He 
was married to Louise Beyer about 1884. She was born in Cedar 
Rapids and had moved with her family to a farm southeast of 
Walford. Mr. and Mrs. Brecht Bought a farm of 160 acres six 
miles southeast of Norway. One of the early telephone exchanges 
“was in their home, with which they could connect two country 
lines and also ring the Amana store. Besides farming, Mr. Brecht 
did custom threshing. His brother-in-law, Charles Beyer, was his 
helper around the steam engine, separator and water tank wagon. 

The Brechts sold their farm about 1910 for $1387.50 per acre and 
moved to Cedar Rapids where they built and operated a suburban 
‘grocery store. Three years later they moved to a smal] farm. near 
Fairfax, and later retired in that town. 

Their 12 children were:; Lucy (Mrs. Wesley Bartosh), Berthold, 
Mary (Mrs. Frank Hasley), Anna (Mrs. William Rose), Bertha 
(Mrs. Edgar Firkins), Charles, Henry, George, Leslie, Bernard, 
Edward, and Harold. 
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Lorenz Brecht 


Lorenz Brecht was born in Baden, Germany. He came to 
America in 1853, landing at Cleveland, Ohio. It was while cross 
ing the Ohio River, that a younger brother fell overboard ang 
drowned. Lorenz came to lowa County and made his home with 
his sister and husband, the Andrew Materns. In 1860 he marriecl 
Rose Breithaupt. She emigrated from Baden, Germany, and 
made her home in lowa City. The Breithaupts did not approve 
of this marriage since Lorenz Brecht was a Commoner. The. 
Breithaupts were Forresters, (meaning they were of the uppet 
class). In 1856 he bought a tract of land from Henry Sophie 
Dain, 
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To this union were born seven children; Mary Brecht Pickart, 
Kate Brecht, Frank Brecht, Louise Brecht Pickart, Rose Brecht 
Pickart, Lizzie Brecht Schluetter and Bertha Brecht Kremer. 

The mother and wife passed away in 1878. In 1901 he sold his 
farm to his son Frank Brecht for $40.00 per acre. The farm is now 
owned by the Schutterle Brothers. 

Lorenze Brecht. retired in Norway, lowa. He passed away in 
1915 and was buried from St. Michael’s Church, | 

Rose Brecht and Henry Pickart were married in 1889 in Cedar 
Rapids, Iowa. To this Union were born three children: Ida Pick- 
art, 1890; Leo Pickart, 1891; Arthur Pickart, 1893. 

The mother, Rose Pickart, passed away in 1934. Henry Pick- 
art passed away in the year 1936. 

Ida Pickart Bange married Alphons Bange in 1920. To this 
union were born four daughters: Hildegarde Bange Simoens, Celes- 
tine Bange Schulte, Marcella Bange Schulte, and Theresa Bange 
Smith. 
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Philip Brecht 


Philip Brecht was one year old when his parents came to America 
from Baden, Germany, in 1854 and settled on a farm several miles 
south of Norway. 

There were five sons and four daughters in the family. Joe 
and Lawrence lived in the same neighborhood and Adam in Tama 
County. Philip and Henry lived on the home place. 

Philip was married to Mary Kubicek and continued to live on 
the same farm for 79 years. He then moved to Marengo where 
he died at the age of 86. 

They had six children. The eldest son, Joe, died in 1929. Law- 
rence is living in Marion, Ed near Marengo, Chas. P. near Fairfax, 
Mrs. Harry Dusenbery at West Chester, Iowa, and Louise Brecht 


in Marion. 
Behle 


Henry and Dora Behle and their daughter, Minnie (Mrs. George 
Frese), came from Rosenbeck, Germany, by sailboat in 1867. 
Minnie was two years old when they crossed the ocean. 

They came to Norway and lived south of the railroad tracks 
in the home now occupied by the Clarence Bowsers. 

To this union were born Minnie (Mrs. George Frese), Louie, 
Anna (Mrs. Alfred Schuessler), Rose (Mrs. Barney Hazelman, who 
once had a central office in Norway), and Dora and John, who 
died at an early age. After Mrs. Behle’s death, her daughter, Min- 
nie, helped raise her younger brothers and sisters. 

Henry Behle’s second wife was Margaret Ockenfels (sister of 
John Ockenfels). To this union were born Clara (Mrs. Frank 
Lang) of Cedar Rapids, Willie of Fairfax and Charlie of Des 
Moines. 

The living descendants of Minnie Behle (Mrs. George Frese) 
that live around Norway today are the children and grandchildren 
of the late Mamie (Mrs. C. C. Schulte), Dora (Mrs, John C. 
Schulte) and Anna (Mrs. John C. Becker) both living in Norway. 


Mrs. Henry (Dora) Behle 
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Joseph Brecht Family 


Joseph Brecht was born in Baden, Germany, and came to Amer- 
ica when he was a small boy. His family settled in lowa County 
south of Watkins. As a young man, he homesteaded the farm where 
Melvin (Red) Brecht now lives. Later he married Martha Ma- 
thern and they had eleven children. Six of the eleven preceded 
them in death. They lived on this farm until 1907 when they moved 
to Norway. Here they stayed till their deaths. 

THEIR CHILDREN: 

Rosa — Mrs. Henry Schallau, Sutherland, Iowa. 

Philipine — Mrs. Thomas Stropple, Cedar Rapids, Iowa. 

Martha — Mrs. John Lohrer, Watkins, Iowa. 

Eutropia — Mrs. Henry Boddicker, Parkinston, S, Dakota. 

Henry E. Brecht — Born Oct. 4, 1881. 

Henry E. Brecht married Adaline Te Bockhorst of Richman, Iowa, 
February 6, 1907. He purchased the homestead from his father 
and resided there until he died on May 38, 1944. Nine children were 
born to them. 

THEIR CHILDREN: 

Rollin Brecht — Watkins, Lowa. 

Bertha — Mrs. Omer Barta, Fairfax, lowa. 

Mildred — Mrs. Francis Wodstrchill, Watkins, Iowa. 

Christian Brecht — Watkins, Iowa. 

Melvin “Red” Brecht — Watkins, Iowa. 

Harold Brecht — Watkins, Iowa. Served in WW II from | Oct. 21, 
1941, until Jan, 6, 1946. 
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Virginia — Mrs. Joe Barta, Cedar Rapids, lowa. 

Deola — Mrs. Arnold Barta, Fairfax, Iowa. 

Raymond Brecht — Killed in action over the North Sea Feb. 5, 
1945, after entering the war on Oct. 21, 1941. His plane was never 
found. | 

MARTHA BRECHT (daughter of Joseph) 

She married John Lohrer Jan. 15, 1906, and died on Sept. 1, 1962. 
They had seven children. 

THEIR CHILDREN: 

Sylvia — Mrs, Frank Becker (deceased ), Watkins, Iowa. 

Willis Lohrer — Marengo, Iowa. 

Oringa — Mrs. Walter Klotz, Newhall, Iowa. 

Myron Lohrer — Marengo, Iowa. 

Loyal Lohrer — Watkins, Iowa. 

Elva Mae — Mrs. Clarence Meskimen, Cedar Rapids, Iowa. 

Eldred Lohrer — Watkins, Lowa. 


Brockschink 


Frederick William (Fred) Brockschink and his twin sister were 
born in Westphale, Germany, April 5, 1825. He served in the 
German infantry three years and also in the Danish revolution 
which lasted six months. He immigrated to America at the age 
of 25 to find “Peace”. Fred and his brothers, William and Henry, 
came to America by sailboat. 

William and Henry left their wives behind but sent for them 
later. They found work in Ohio and then moved to the bare prairie 
in Pocahontas County, Iowa. They first lived in a sod house built 
something like a cave. Fred was to be burned at the stake but 
an. Indian chief saved his life. William later settled at Peterson! 
Iowa, and Henry went to Webster City, lowa. Fred lived 15 years 
in northwestern Iowa. 

Several times a year these brothers traveled by oxen to Iowa 
City for supplies. This journey took over a week. The Albert 
Harmon Schloeman homestead (4 miles south of Norway) now 
owned by Noble Brockschink was an overnight stopping place. 

Jane Frederica Schloeman (born April 5, 1843) daughter of Al- 
bert Harmon, met Fred Brockschink when the brothers made these 
journeys. 

In the fall of 1866, Fred came to Iowa County to live. 

April 12, 1867, Fred Brockschink and Jane Schloeman were mar- 
ried. They continued living with the Albert Harmon Schloemans 
after their marriage. Albert Harmon Schloeman died in 1875 and 
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Mrs. Albert Harmon Schloeman died in 1887. They both made 
their home with the Fred Brockschinks until their death. Five 
children were born to the Fred Brockschinks: Mary Amelia, Ar- 
thur Otto, Ernest Henry, William Frederick and Albert Edward. 
Mary Amelia died in infancy. 

Arthur Otto was born April 4, 1869, died January 4, 1890. He 
attended Tilford Academy that was founded in 1871 in Vinton. 

Ernest Henry (Henry) born on September 15, 1872, and died 
suddenly on the place he was born and raised (4 miles south of 
Norway ) on September 10, 1952. He married Martha Jane Uthoff, 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Charles Uthoff, Sr., on February 20, 
1902. The first five years of their married life was spent on a 
farm near Rutland, lowa. They returned and bought the Fred 
Brockschink farm in 1907, a year after Mrs. Fred Brockschink’s 
death. Fred Brockschink then made his home with them until 
his death in June, 1913. To this union were born five children. 


Mr. and Mrs. Fred Brockschink and Seon 
Back row — Arthur Otto, Ernest Henry (Henry). Front row, left 
to right — Albert Edward ( Ed), Mrs. Brockschink, Mr. Brockschink, 
and William F. (Will). 
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Victor Henry was born February 1, 1908, and died June 23, 1939. 
He married Elsie Schulte February 6, 1934. Two sons were born, 
Victor Henry, Jr., (married Beverly Larson) and William Frederick. 

Harold Porter was born December 31, 1904, and married Ruth 
Hoyt on February 20, 1929. Their children are John (married 
Louise Boots) and Darlene (married Gerald Maas). 

Noble Grant was born April 28, 1908, married Alice Rose on © 
April 28, 1931. They have four daughters: Joanne (Mrs. Robert 
Miller), Janet (Mrs. Bert Hinrichs, Nola (Mrs. Henry Moser), 
and Nancy. 

Opal Pearl was born September 16, 1910, married Leo Becker 
on May 25, 1932. They have one daughter Leola Jane (Mrs. 
Gordan Wagner ). 

Sylvia Jane was born July 12, 1915, and married Bernard C. 
Schulte on July 30, 1941. Their children are Florine, Dale, Myrl, 
Alvin and Orlan. ) 

William Frederick (Will) was born July 9, 1875, and died May 
17, 1943. He married Alice Baughman (a teacher of Excelsior 
School ) and moved to a farm near Center Point, lowa. They helped 
raise their niece Leona Brockschink. His wife, Alice, lives in Ce- 
dar Rapids, Iowa. 

Albert Edward (Ed) was born November 110, 1877, and died 
in August, 1958. He married Mary Hoeing on February 20, 1907. 
She died a year later when their daughter Leona (Mrs. Lonzo 
James ) was a few days old. Leona died at the age of 28 in Texas. 
Ed's second wife still lives in Texas. 


Jasper Brown (1851-1904) 


Jasper Brown came to Florence Township from Henry County, 
Indiana with his parents and three sisters in 1854. 

His father, Eber Brown, had purchased land from the govern- 
ment, and they lived in a log cabin just west of the present site of 
the Montague - Wiese home. 

Jasper married Mary Farrel, of Johnson County, on August 10, 
1875, and they lived on eighty acres of land just southwest of his 
father’s claim. 

An early interest in nature and Indians led him to collecting In- 
dian relics, bird eggs, and minerals as soon as he had established 
his own home. 

After the death of his father, he moer to the original claim, and 
the land has remained in the family to date. Much of his collection 
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Mr. and Mrs. Jasper Brown and Nina 


is still in the home of his grandchildren — the Sid Wieses and the 
Robert Montagues. 

Only one child was born to Jasper and Mary Brown, a daughter! 
Nina. | 

Mr. Brown died on September 22, 1904. 

Nina married Walter Montague on August 26, 1908, and they 
made their home with Mrs. Brown. She died on March 6, 1924. 

Jasper had one brother, Newton, who married Louise Bierman. 
They owned the farm where Lloyd Nolte now lives. Two daugh- 
ters, Glen (Mrs. Martin Weland) and Gertrude, and one son, Eber, 
were born to the Newton Browns. 


Leonard Brecht 


Leonard Brecht was born on February 14, 1842, in Westbauden, 
Germany. He came to the States at the age of twelve. In 1868, he 
courted and married the former Susane Gossman of Ohio. The 
Brechts had a 160 acre farm on the lowa County border line. They 
had a large family of six boys and six girls. They were John, 
George, Anna, Belle, Leo, Frances, Caroline, Ella, Leonard, Ver- 
omica, Wiliam, and Edgar. All are now deceased except for Car- 
olyn, Ella, and Veronica. Carolyn making her home in lowa City, 
Ella in Vinton, and Veronica, now the wife of Mr. Henry Emanuel, 
in Norway. 
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William Buchanan 


William Buchanan, son of George Buchanan, was born in Cedar 
Rapids, lowa, August 15, 1854. He farmed with his brother, Tho- 
mas, near Norway, ; 

He married Cinda Belle Mitchell, whose father was proprietor 
of the Commercial House at Norway, lowa. They were the parents 
of four children, Fred, Edith Meyer, Floyd and Clarence. His first 
wife died January 10, 1899, and in 1901, he married Alma Turner 
who now resides in Marion, Iowa. 

He lived in Norway for thirty years and then moved to Cedar 
Rapids to the place where he was born. William passed away in 


1933. 


? 


William Buchanan Thomas Buchanan 


Thomas Buchanan 


Thomas Buchanan, son of George Buchanan, was born in Balfron, 
Scotland, January 28, 1848. He came to America at the age of two 
years. His parents settled in Ohio for three years and then came 
to lowa and lived near Cedar Rapids, lowa. They had journeyed 
all the way from Scotland, via Ohio to Muscatine, Iowa, by water. 

He joined the Union Army during the Civil War and was a mem- 
ber of Co. E, of the 46th Regiment under Col. Henderson. 

He married Adelia Listebarger, August 28, 1873, and they set- 
tled on a farm which was located 32 miles southeast of Norway. 
Eight children were born to this union, George, Elizabeth Buchan, 
Charles, Joseph, Mayme Benson, Nellie, Jessie Tow, and Ralph. 

Thomas was a lover of horses and owned a trotter, named Josie 
B., who reportedly trotted a mile in a little over two minutes. 

Mrs. Buchanan passed away Nov. 16, 1913, and Thomas died on 
Dec. 12, 1918. , 
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Henry Bierman 


Henry Bierman was born in 1864 on a farm 4 miles south of Nor- 
way, and died just before Christmas, 1925, He was the third child 
of Herman and Johanna Bierman. 

He married Ida Hoening who was born in 1887 and died in 1954. 

To this union were born Irene, who died at an early age, and 
Chester, born July 29, 1912. 

Chester married Laurine Brecht, April 2, 1934, and they have two 
sons, Paul, born June 22, 1937, and Duane, born March 26, 1949. 

Henry Bierman lived 3 and 4 miles south of Norway, on the 80 
acres his father bought in 1872. Today, the Chester Bierman family 
lives on this farm. 

The Henry Biermans helped raise Mrs. Bierman’s neice (Leona 
Brockschink ) after Leona’s grandmother, Mrs. Henry Hoening, 
died. | 


Mr. and Mrs. Henry Bierman and Chester 


Buchans 


David and Margaret Elliot Buchan came to lowa from Canada; 
bought Jand for a farm, and built a home in Florence Township. 
He was a brother of Mrs. William Russell's. There were three 
children in the family: Nellie (Mrs. William Jones), Andrew (de- 
ceased), and James. 

The farm is owned by William Jones. 
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Vincent Brecht 


Vincent Brecht was born in Reignsheim, on the River Rhine, 
Baden, Germany, in 1825. He came to America in 1848 and settled 
in Ohio. He was married to Catherine Pearl of Ohio in 1851. 
Around 1880 Mr. and Mrs. Brecht and their four children, John L., 
Andrew V., Elizabeth and Sarah moved to Norway, Iowa. They 
purchased a farm southwest of town, which Mr. Brecht operated 
until the death of his wife in 1886, when he moved to Norway 
to live with his daughter, Sarah Beyer, until his death in 1899. 


Brownlie 


Th George Brownlie farm was just across the Florence Township 
line in Fremont Township. 

G. Brownlie came from Scotland in 1878, and was a brother of. 
Robert Anderson Brownlie. His wite was Jean Brown of Lesmaha- 
gow, Scotland. 

They built the farm steading and lived there until 1915, whe: 
they sold the farm and moved to Cedar Rapids. 

G. Brownlie died in 1919 and his wife in 1926. They left no fam- 
ily and are buried in the Fairfax Cemetery. 

Later, R. A. Brownle I], bought the farm. He was married to 
Maren Hansen on February 15, 1924, and died on August 1, 1951. 
They were the parents of 3 sons; Robert A. II] of Van Horne, John 
C. of Fairfax, and Malcolm of Phoenix, Arizona. The family still 
own the farm. 


Lars Uhr Bergeson Family 


Lars was born near Stavanger, Norway; he died in Norway, lowa, 
in 1896, where he is buried. Anna Serena Bjelland Bergeson was 
born near Stavanger, Norway, in 1843; she died in 1930. They had 
nine children; Berge Julias, Andrew Ole, Edward Olaf, Lauritz E., 
Melvin, Mathilda, Arthur, Spencer, and Chester. 

Lars was a Civil War veteran. 

Mearl, Milo, Emlin and Leroy are sons of Berge Julias Bergeson. 
They own and operate the Mid-West Live Stock Commission at 
Sioux City, lowa. 

While living in this community, the Bergesons lived on the Lawr- 
ence A. Becker farm northwest of Norway. 
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The Burmeisters 


John Burmeister and his wife, Marie, (Groth) Burmeister of 
Mecklenburg, north Germany, and their four sons, George C., age 
10, Carl G., 7, Henry F., 4, and Louis, 1, came to American in 1847, 
and settled in St. Louis. 

John, the father, was a carpenter and cabinet maker, which trade 
he worked at in Germany and also in St. Louis. Another son, Wil- 
liam, was born in St. Louis. In 1865, they came to lowa County, 
Washington Township, and purchased the farm that is now known 
as the Henry Wittenburg farm, which he and his sons farmed. 

When George and Henry finished the required schooling needed 
in those days, they taught school. George was the first teacher in 
the “Old Excelsior School.” 

When George went to Muscatine to teach, and study law, Henry 
took over the duties as teacher in the same school house. 

When the Civil War broke out, George and Henry enlisted in the 
Union army. George lost his life in the conflict at Yellow Bayou, 
Louisana, in 1864, Henry came back to his parents farm after the 
war and continued to farm. 

On November 18, 1867, he was married to Dorothea Schultz, and © 
continued to farm the same place. 

In 1871, they rented and moved to a farm in Benton County, one 
mile north of where the town of Newhall is now located. In 1874, 
they moved back to lowa County, Washington Township, and pur- 
chased a farm, 4 miles south of Watkins, now known as the Mrs. 
John Burmeister farm. 

John Burmeister (Henry's father) died in 1887, and Marie, his 
wite, in 1885. 
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10 children were born to Henry and Dorothea Burmeister. 
Bertha Burmeister Vette in 1868, and still living on the Vette 
ifarm, 4 miles south of Norway, 
Mary, 1870, died in infancy, Anna, 1872, died in 1956, in Mar- 
engo. 
George, 1874, died in 1960. 
John, 1877, died in 1957, 
Henry, 1879, died in infancy. 
Charley, 1880, living in Cedar Rapids. 
Nellie, 1883, died in April, 1963. 
William, 1885, living in Florida. 
August, 1887, living in Iowa City, 


Louis Burmeister soon returned to St. Louis, after coming to lowa 
County, died in 1926, 

Carl Burmeister settled in Nauvoo, Llinois, where he had a vine- 
yard, died in 1892. 

William Burmeister settled at Adair, Audubon County, was an 
auctioneer and insurance agent, died in 1898. 

In 1912, Henry and Dorothea Burmeister sold the farm to their 
son John, and moved to Marengo, where Henry died in 1920, and 
Dorothea in 1942. 


COMPLETE BEAUTY 
SERVICE 


LUZIER Cosmetics 


In Stock at All Times 


MILDRED McNEE’S Beauty Shop 


Telephone 227-5517 
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William Callahan Home. Standing, Mr. and Mrs. William Callahan 
and George Kimm, Sr. 


William (Bill) Callahan 


William (Bill) Callahan married Emma Delaney, daughter of Jim 
Delaney. The Delaney’s lived on the farm now owned by Harold 
Schulte. 

The Bill Callahan’s lived 4 miles south and 2 miles west of Nor- 
way, now owned by E. J. Schmuecker. This home was remodelea 
by the Schmueckers. 


Jerome Corbin (1830-1900) 


Jerome Corbin was born in Knox County, Ohio, in 1830. He 
married Caroline McMertrie. They came to Benton County in 
1865. They had six children: William, Jerome, Addie, Katie, Lou- 
ella, and a twin of Jerome’s, who died in infancy. William died in. 
1889. 

Jerome, Jr., bought 160 acres of land from his father and later 
acquired 240 acres. In 1896 Mr. Corbin married Emma Braue, 
daughter of Aaron and Marcia Braue of Holstein, Germany. Be- 
fore her marriage, Emma worked for several years in the Thomas 
Wolfe store in Watkins. 

Mr. and Mrs. Corbin had three children: Dr. Ray Corbin, now 
of Washington; Mae (Mrs. Charles P. Brecht) of Fairfax; and 
Bernard, who still resides on the home farm. 
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Conleys 


Charles and Mary Conley lived in Staleybridge, England, and 
were the parents of three sons — John, Andrew and William. In 
1852, the family left England and came to Utica, New York: coming 
to Chicago by train, by boat to Rock Island, Illinois: then buying a 

team of oxen, they drove overland to Benton County, 

The first land they owned was near Buchanan’s Grove where the 
lived in a log cabin. Later, the farm now owned by Eldred Schulte, 
became their home and they built a house, part of which is still 
standing. 

The mother died before 1870. Charles Conley lived to be 99 
years or age and died in 1892. Both of them are buried in the Fair- 
fax Cemetery. 

William never married, and John moved away from here at an 
early time. 

We can note with interest the son Andrew — in 1861, he enlisted 
inthe Civil War, serving with Co. “A” 15th Iowa Volunteers Infan- 
try. e Htought in the battles of Shiloh, Cornith, Vicksburg, Luka, 
Ezra Church, Bentonville, and was with General Sherman’s March 
to the Sea. 

In 1870, Andrew married Isabelle McGregor. They were the 
parents of 3 daughters — Mary, born in 1872, died in 1900; Jean 
(married I. Shenengerger and lived on the home farm after the par- 
ents moved to Norway), Flora, born in 1879 — taught school, and 
in 1910 was in an automobile accident which injured her badly, sub- 
sequently causing her death. . 

Andrew Conley lived to be 98 years of age anc died in 1935. 


Cleghorn’s 


James Cleghorn, a widower and two small children, James and 
Christina, left Cambusnethan, Scotland, and came to New York 
about 1851, after the death of his wife, Ann Steele. His sister, Agnes 
Cleghorn Anderson and her husband, John Anderson, had come tc 
the United States from Scotland in 1849, and were living at York 
Mills, which was near Rome, New York. 

Then in 1854, the Andersons’ and the Cleghorns’ came by train 
to Aurora, Illinois, and the remainder of the way to Iowa by horse 
drawn wagon. These families also lived in the William Ure Cabins 
until such time as they had purchased land and built a home. At 
that time the New York newspapers were carrying stories about the 
great opportunities in Iowa. 
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The two families lived togeather until such time as they could 
afford separate homes. In 1875, Christina married Rev. Thomas 
Park, who became a prominent minister in the Presbyterian Church 
in the East. | 

Afterwards, the father and son moved to Norway and ran a gen- 
eral store, later returning to the farm. 

James was married to Elizabeth Lindsay of Glasgow, Scotland 
in December, 1889. When she came from Scotland, she brought 
her uncle, William Cleghorn. 

The father, James Cleghorn, died on December 19, 1890, and is 
buried in the Fairfax Cemetery. } 

James IT and Elizabeth Cleghorn were the parents of two sons —: 
William and Walter. The farm is presently owned by H. H. Groft 


Back row, left to right — Gidvert Dyrland, Bertha Jorpeland, Thom- 
as Dyrland. Front row, left to right — George Dyrland, Mrs. 
George Dyrland, and George Dyrland (son). 


Eric Dyrland 


Eric Dyrland, who was born in 1825, in Norway, Europe. He 

res a QV Pe 

and his wife, Guri Blikshaven, homesteaded on thefarm 3% miles 

northeast of Norway, now known as the Lyle Olson farm. Eric 

came to the Norway community sometime prior to 1872. They 

had one son, Gidvert E., who also farmed the home farm and later 

moved to California. Gidvert E. married Bertha Mason and they 

had six children; Esther (Mrs. George Dubberke, Glen, Mabel (Mrs. 
Collier), Ruth (Mrs. Clark Howard), Blaine and Leo. 
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Ole (Govertson) Dyrland 


Ole, who was born in Norway, Europe, in the year 1836, imma- 
grated to the Norway community in 1872, and homesteaded 8 miles 
north of Norway on a farm now occupied by Robert Becker. He 
married Ellen Risdail in 1873 and they had eight children; Carrie 
(Mrs. Schroeder Fowler), who farmed the home farm for many 
years, Gidvert O., Pete, Lena (Mrs, Dan Risdal), who also farmed 
‘the Dryland baieatans before moving to Norway in 1945, Ellen 
(Mrs. Hannas Likness), Anna Olissa (Mrs. Ed Melhus), and Petra. 


y 


James H, Delana 


James H. Delana 


James H. Delana was born February 8, 1844, at St. Charles, 
Illinois. Ie enlisted and served all through the Civil War in Co. 
K, 36th Regt., Hlinois Vol. Inf. No. 712730. Upon being mustered 
out of the Army in 1865 at the age of 21 years, he came to Lenox 
Township the same year, riding one horse and leading two. It 
was necessary for him to ford rivers and creeks, as there were few 
crossings at that time. 

He purchased the farm four and three-fourths miles southeast 
of Norway known as the Delana homestead in 1866 and his sister, 
Mary, came from St. Charles, Illinois and kept house for him until 
he was united in marriage to Sarah M. Jones of Batavia, Illinois. 

To this union was born Elbert, Charles, Mildred (Mrs. Jake See), 
Bertha, Benton and Frank. 

As far as can be determined, the Frank Delanas and their grand- 
son, Michael Delana of Cedar Rapids are the only persons in the 
state with the surname Delana. 
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Left to right — Ole, Grovert, Jr., George, and Eric Dyrland 


George (Jorgen) Dyrland 


George (Jorgen) Dyrland was born at Skudseness, near Stavan- 
ger, Norway, Europe, January 6, 1828. He came to America in a 
sailboat and settled in LaSalle County, Illinois, which was quite 
a large Norwegian settlement, in 1854. 

He married Inger Strand, who was born February 24, 1840, at 
Strandhogan, Norway, and had come to America in 1857, at LeSalle, 
Illinois. They lived there for a short time, built their covered wa- 
gon, and with oxen journeyed to Benton County, Iowa. They pur- 
chased land one mile north of Norway, which remained the family 
homestead for the second generation. 


He enlisted with the Northern Army for duty in the Civil War, He 
was a prisoner at Andersonvelle for a time, but due to illness, was 
released. He returned to his sisters home to die and was buried in 
a handmade casket in the cemetry at Norway. 

The George Dyrlands had six children: Bertha, who died in in- 
fancy, Ole, who died at the age of 10 of the dreaded black diptheria, 
Thomas, Bertha Caroline, George and Gidvert. Thomas, the eldest 
son, married Sarah Thompson and moved to a farm at Emmetsburg, 
lowa. 

George Dyrland married Anna Risdale and farmed three miles 
north of Norway until 1910, when they moved to a farm near Spring- 
ville. They had eight children: Amana Cleghorn, Ida Hampton, 
Louis, Gertrude Rogers, Lillian Gill, Norman and Cora Taylor. 

Gidvert Dyrland married Cora Satter and they farmed near Em- 
mettsburg, later moving back to Norway. They had seven chil- 
dren: GeorgeO., Andrew, Belle Knutson, Gladys Porter, Ida Goe- 
the, Lester and Clarence. 
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Grovert Dyrland Jr. 


Grovert Dryland Jr. was born in 1834 in Norway, Europe. He 
and his wite, Martha, came to the United States in 1866 and home- 
steaded 2% miles north of Norway, Iowa, purchasing a land grant 
from the government. Their children were Annie (Mrs. Lars Hem- 
nes) and three sons, Gidvert G., Lewis and Martin, who died at 
the age of 11 during the diptheria epidemic. Six babies died in in- 
fancy. 

Gdvert, who was born n 1869, married Christine Vikre, of Decor- 
ah, lowa, in 1899, and farmed 4 mile northwest of the family home- 
stead wherehe lived until his death in 1958. They had one son, 
Melvin, who married Ada Paulsen of Newhall, lowa, and who is 
still farming the home farm, and three daughters, Thelma (Mrs. 
Sabin Steffenson), Ruby (Mrs. Max Mitchell), and Glenda (Mrs. 
Louis Roe). Mr. and Mrs. Roe make their home with Mrs. Dry- 
land at the family home. 


Lewis was born in 1871, and married Marth Swenson in 1894. 
They farmed the family homestead, where their son Gilmer now 
lives until they moved to Norway in 1947, Marth came to this 
community from Norway, Europe, in 1887. They had three sons, 
Gilmer, Reynold, and Merne (deceased ). 


John DeKlotz 


John Deklotz was born in Thalheim, Germany, in 1828. The 
father died when John was a young man, so he remained at home 
looking after the family until 1854, when he came to America, He 
located in Galion, Ohio, and: here in 1854 married Elizabeth Pet- 
ter, who had come to America two years earlier. She was the 
daughter of John and Elizabeth Petter of Sixhelden, Germany. 


Mr. DeKlotz worked as a shoemaker, moved to Tipton, Iowa, in 
1859 and continued his trade about three years before he purchased 
20 acres of land and began farming. Selling his interests there in 
1864, he came to Benton County and bought 80 acres of land two 
miles south and two miles east of Norway. He was a successful 

farmer and soon added more land to the original purchase. Mr. 
and Mrs. DeKlotz were the parents of three children: Frank, a 
banker at Kirkman, Iowa; Lewis, a banker at Newhall, and Fannie. 
who served as organist at St. \Michael’s church for many years, Mr. 
and Mrs. DeKlotz retired in Norway. Mr. DeKlotz was killed by a 
fast mail train in 1906. 
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Mr.and Mrs. William Durow 


Durows 


David Durow (Grandfather of Laura Durow) and his wife, Jane 
Louise Reicht Durow, and their children, Christian (14 years ), Wil- 
liam 10, (Laura’s father) Elizabeth (Schaich, Mary (See), and 
Lena (Tremmel) left Brandonburg, Germany, in 1844. It took 
three months to cross the Atlantic due to adverse winds. They 
came by way of New Orleans, from there they took a boat up the 
Mississippi River. Tragedy struck the family while on the river, 
Christian was drowned while attempting to dip water from the 
river. The body was never found. They left the boat at Musca- 
tine, lowa, and went overland to a farm near Solon, Iowa. Nine 
months later while David Durow was digging a basement for their 
log house, he was stricken and died. 


William (Laura’s father) was born in 1834. He knew the Cld 
Testament by heart. He married Antonia Kunz in 1864. They 
spent the first three years on a farm in Johnson County, They then 
bought the Kunz farm (4 miles south of Norway — south of Ken- 
neth Bierman’s place). They were the parents of seven sons and 
five daughters, Louise (Mrs. Fred Blomker ), Chris, Charley, Wil- 
liam, Elliot, Laura, Clara, Nellie, Elizabeth, Garfield, Fred, and 
another son. Mrs. William Durow died in 1910. Laura, Nellie 
and Elizabeth and their father (William) moved to Norway in 1912. 
Their father died in 1919. Laura is the only living one in their 
family, and she is 86 years old. She now lives with Mr. and Mrs. 
John Durow of Center Point. 
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Lars Ellingson 


Lars Ellingson was born in Hardanger, Norway, Europe, in 1833 
and his wife also was born there in 1844. They imigrated to this 
country in 1861 and settled in Lee Co., Illinois. They were married 
there in 1863 and lived there until 1868 when they moved to a farm 
north of Norway and resided on the same farm until 1914 when they 
moved to Norway. They celebrated their golden wedding anniver- 
sary in 1913. 

A younger brother of Mr. Ellingson, Osmund, came to the Nor- 
way community first and interested Lars in coming. Osmund went 
to fight in the Civil War and was killed in the Siege of Vcksburg. 

A halt brother, Elling Ellingson, also came to the Norway commu- 
nity in 1857 before Lars and settled on the farm where Ed Millers 
now live and h elocated the farm for the Lars Ellingsons. Elling 
drowned Sept. 25, 1880, north of Norway when the bridge over 
Prairie Creek collapsed after heavy rains. Hnry Tuttle and Jim 
Hibben helped pull Mr. Ellingson from the water. He was still 
alive but died shortly afterward. 

Thirteen children were born to th Lars Ellingsons, five of them 
having died in infancy. The others were Lewis, Julia (Mrs. Ole S. 
Johnson), Sarah (Mrs. John Christianson), Elsie (Mrs. Lars Ris- 
dale), Taletta (Mrs. L. O. Larson), Larcena (Mrs. W. O. Mason), 
Augusta (Mrs. Ed Steffenson), and Wm. Ellingson. Mrs. Ed Sett- 
fnson and Wm. Ellingson survive. 


Mr. and Mrs. Lars Ellingson and family 
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John Elsenhans 


John Elsenhans and his wife, Anna Marie, arrived in Norway 
in 1873, coming direct from their home near Heidenheim, Ger- 
many. They farmed in this vicinity a few years and then bought 
a 40-acre farm one mile south and one mile east of Norway. Mr. 
Elsenhans had served in the German army when young and later 
had followed the trade of a weaver. Their children were: Mary 
(Mrs. John Frick), Magdaline (Mrs. George Fahnle, Sr.), and 
John. Upon the death of their daughter, Mrs. Fahnle in 1880, 
\hey took her family of children into their home to raise. The 
children’s father, a blacksmith, worked for Henry Behle & Son 
in Norway. The children were: Mary (Mrs. Henry Thomas), 
Louise (Mrs. Albert DeKlotz), Emma, Lena (Mrs. John Leonard), 
George, and Ida (Mrs. Edwin Schloeman). 


Nicholas Emanuel 


Nicholas Emanuel was born in Rheinpfols, Germany, on August 
8, 1852. At the age of sixteen, he came to America. He:took out 
his naturalization papers as soon after arriving as possible and al- 
ways excerised his right to vote and always attempted to be a full- 
fledged citizen of his adopted country. In 1876, he married Mary 
Jutte. With the exception of a few years on a farm near town, 
“Nick” was continuously engaged in blacksmithing. In all, he 
spent fifty-three years at this trade, the last thirty of which were 
spent in the shop he had in a prominent place at the east end of the 
business section of town. 

“Nick” had five children, Charles, Mary and Kate, now deceased, 
and Louis and Henry, who now make their home in Norway. 

Henry Emanuel married the former Veronica Brecht of Norway. 
They had seven children, thirty-four grandchildren and twenty- 
three great-grandchildren. 


Joseph Erger 

Mr. Joseph Erger was born in Padberg, Germany on July 1, 1856. 
He came to the United States as a young man. He was united in 
marriage to Mary Behle, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Henry Behle, on 
March 4, 1886, at Norway Iowa. 

To this marriage, twelve children were born: Anna, Henry, Louis, 
George, Minnie (Mrs, Frank Harrington), John, Rose (Mrs. Matt 
Pickart ), Walter, Bernard, Raymond, Dorothy (Mrs. Ray Halston) 
and Wilma (Mrs. Frank Maher). 
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History of iohin Frese Sr. 


John Frese, Sr. son of the late George Frese, Sr.. was born on 
a farm in 1869 in the Norway vicinity where he grew to manhood. 
In JS91 he was united in marriage to Bertha Schulte, daughter 
of the late Jolin Schulte, in Saint Michaels Church in Norway. To 
this couple ten children were born, one who died in infancy, Thev 
are; George, Emma, John. Jr. Joseph, Minnie, William, Rosetta, 
Louis, and Lorraine. 

George was born in IS9T and married Lena Becker in 1915. 

Minma was born in 1895 and married Kdward Bever in 1915. 

John Jr. was born in LS97 and married Anna Ackerman in 1919. 

Joseph was born in L900 and married Klizabeth Pickart in 1924. 

William was born in L902 and never married. tle died in 1929. 

Minnie was born in L903 and married Leo Pickart in 1926. 

Rosetta was born in L907 and married Gilbert Brecht in 1929. 

Louis was born in 1910 and married Orpha Simoens, daughter 
of Henry Simoens, in L934. | 

Lorraine was born in 1914 and married Nelson Zobeck, son of 
the late Issac Zobeck, in 1946. 

All of the john Frese, Sr., children were baptized and married 
in Saint Michael's parish. 

All the children were born and reared on a farm southeast of 
Norway. In 1936 they retired and moved to Norway. In 1941 
they celebrated their 50th anniversary, and in 1951 they cele- 
brated their 60th anniversary, | 

Death came to John in 1955 and his wife in 1962. Her one wish 
was to live to see the Norway Centennial. 
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Mroand ALrs. 
John Frese, Sr. 


a 
George Frese 

George Frese was one at the early setttlers to come to this par 
of Benton County. Tle was born in 1$25 in Germany Bantostion 
Westfalen. He was left an orphan at an early age along with four 
brothers and a sister. When he grew to manhood he served as a 
soldier with the Whosarans at Potstand and Berlin. 

In the vear of 1854, he immigrated to the United States. landing 
at New York. After staving there several vears he started to journey 
westward, 

He must have decided that the southeastern part of Benton coun- 
tv was the place for him because after working as a hired hand for 
a time he purchased 35 acres of prairie sod and timber in July of 
IS5S. | | 

Soon he met and married Miss Anna Becker who also had come to 
this country from Germany as a voung girl with her family. “Their 
first home was a log cabin which was built on the west edge of 
Cues Grove about a half mile from where my home is today. Tales 
are told of the long. cold winters while living in the log cabin. Times 
when some of the farm animals were nearly frozen and they were 
taken into the cabin to be warmed up in order to save them, 

They had seven children, the daughters were Trasa, \Ivs. Adolph 
Voss, and Mary, Mrs. Andrew Brecht. The sons were John, George 
and Henry. Two others died in infaney. Several of these children 
were born in the log cabin before a larger frame house was built. 

Later he bought more acres of land, owning 500 acres or more, 
He was able to help his children establish their homes when they 
were married. 

Henry loved horses and cnjoved training and riding them. He was 
a aman of strong character, courage and ambition. Tle was promi- 
nent and liberal in helping build St. Michaels Church and school, 
He lived to be 92 vears of age. He died in 1916 on the same place 
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he had settled ov era half a ce ntury before. His wife died in 1888. 
at the age of 58. 

Henry Frese, the youngest of the family, was born and raised 
and later tilled the same land that his father had learned to know 
and love so well. 

In 1896, Henry was married to E lizabeth Schulte, oldest daughter 
of Charles and Mary Schulte, 


Mr. and Mrs. 
George Frese, Sr. 
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They had a family of seven children: George, Charles, Arthur, Lu- 
cille Rottger, Margaret Himmelsbach, Delbert, and Armella Hinkle. 

Henry Weed 74 vears on this same farm before retiring to Norway 
where he died in 1949. Elizabeth passed away in 1953. 


Mr. and Mrs. John Hanson 


John and Olena Hanson lett their uative country Skudenes, Kar- 
may, Norway, Europe, and imigrated to America, arriving at Nor- 
way, lowa, on April 7, 1558. They were met at the depot at Norway 
lowa, by Mr, Omand Hillesland and taken to the Hillesland home 
where the ‘vy stayed for a few days. They then moved in with the 
Christ Peterson family, where the y made their home for is 
\Ir. Hanson worked by the day and month the first years and in 
1892 he bought a team and wagon and had a milk route tor et 
vears. In 1S97 they rented a farm and started farmnig for them- 
selves. They lived on different places around Norway and Newhall 
There were six children in the family, namely Ludvig, Harris, Olat 
Lena, Selma and Arthur. The last place they lived on was one mile 
south of Norway called the Tow place at that time. In the Spring 
of 1913 they, togeather with most of the family, moved to a farm 
near Butterfield, Minnesota, which the v had bought the vear before 
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Groth 


Heinrich Groth 
born Nov. 14, 
1822, died Jan. 
15, 1895. 

Mary Becker 
Groth (wife), 
born Aug. 2, 
1838, died May 
1z*1922. Stand- 
ing between is 
Josephine called 
“Feine.” 


Henry and Mary Groth 


Hnry Groth and his wife, Mary Becker Groth, came to lowa 
with the “Jasper Colony” in August, 1851. He was a blacksmith in 
the colony. They had no children but raised a girl, Josephine, 
sister of Murs. Nick Emanuel. They lived on the farm now owned 
by Anna and Walter Volz, 4 miles south and #& mile west of Nor- 
way. They also lived one mile west and & mile south of Norway 
(south of rairie Creek). They moved to Norway and _ built the 
house where Irene Sevening lives. They are burie din Lenox ceme- 
cary. 

One of the largest tomb stones ever erected in the Norway area 
was bought by Mrs. Groth after her husband's death. 


Austin Gibbons 


Austin Gibbons and Hannah Keely were married in Chester 
County, Pennsylvania, March 1, 1859. 

They sailed down the Mississippi to Davenport, ae then migrat- 
ed to Iowa Citv in 1857. From there they came to Benton County. 

They were the parents of nine children, Clemens, John, Mary, 
Ellis, Emma, Willis, George, Edwin and Jesse. 

Myr. Gibbons died in 1908, at the age of 80, and his wife passed 
away.in 1926, at the age of 86. 
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Mr. and Mrs. John Hasley 


John Hasley 


John Hasley, one of the first settlers in this territory, was born 
in Schwartzwald, Germany. He'was married to the former Mary 
Anne Kuen who was born in Alsace-Lorraine. They lived in Tif- 
fin, Ohio, for several years, and in 1852 moved to Iowa. Traveling 
in a caravan of covered wagons, they crossed the Mississippi on 
the ice. Their son. George was then two years old and Fred a 
babe in arms. Two other children, Joseph and Elizabeth (wife of 
Jacob Hoftferd), were born to them later. They located near 
Amana in lowa County. 


Joseph Peter Hasley 


Joseph Peter Hasley, youngest son of John and Mary Ann Kuen 
Hasley, was born in Iowa county just south of the Benton county 
line April 30, 1853. He was married to Emma Hirt, daughter of 
Joseph and Mary Strable Hirt of Iowa City, May 17, 1892. Mr. 
Hasley lived all but one year of his entire life on the Hasley home- 
stead where he was born. 


A feature of the homestead was an old oaken bucket well which 
furnished good, cool, drinking water and cool storage for butter 
and milk. 

The family attended church in Norway. 

The family consisted of three boys and five girls, namely: Bertha 
Simmons, Etta Simmons, Elizabeth Zahradnek, Dorothea Hasley, 
Florence McKee, William J. Hasley, Attorney Henry Hasley and 
Professor Louis L. Hasley. 
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Fred Hasley 


Fred Hasley, son of John and Mary Anne Hasley, was born in 
Tiffin, Ohio, in 1851, coming to lowa with his parents when a 
baby. He married Eva Harmuth in 1876. She was born in Cer- 
many in 1854 and came to America in 1868. They farmed south- 
east of Norway until 1915 when they retired and built a new house 
west of the Catholic Church in Norway. 

Their children were: John, Rosa (Mrs. Michael Brecht), Frank, 
Carrie (Mrs. Louis Emanuel), Anna (Mrs. Ohlsen) and Fred, ibe 


George Hasley 

George Hasley came to lowa at the age of two with his parents, 
Mr. and Mrs. John Hasley, from Tiffin, Ohio. He was married 
to Mary Catherine Thoman, daughter of Vincent and Walburga 
Thoman, in 1879. Mrs. Hasley was born in a log cabin in 1858, 
on what is now the site of the Quaker Oats Company. They lived 
most of their married life on Oak Ridge Farm in Iowa County six 
miles southeast of Norway. Mr. Hasley purchased the farm trom 
his uncle Mathias Kuen. He was a member of the school board 
of Empire School and one of the founders of St. Michael's Church 
in Norway. They were the parents of nine children; Mathias. 
Andrew, Mary D.D.S., Anna (Sr. Mary Marcia), Magdalene R.N., 
George, Edward, Clara and Leo. 


Mr. and Mrs. 
George Hasley, Sr. 


Andrew J. Hasley 


Andrew Hasley, the second son of Mr. and Mrs. George Has- 
Jey, Sr., was born here in 1882 and lived in this community all 
of his life. He was married to the former Minnie E. Brecht, 
daughter of Andrew Y. and Mary Ann Brecht. He was a charter 
member of St. Joseph's Court of the Catholic Order of Foresters 
in Norway. Andrew and Minnie had eight children, Velma (Mrs. 
Oe \faloney ), Eldo, Leona (Mrs, Clifford Schmidt) Viola (Mrs. 
Paul Cox), Earl, Harold, Melvin and Maryann (Mrs. [van Grabe ). 
Thirty eight grand-children and thirty nine great grandchildren, 
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Haerther 


George J. and Wilhelima Haerther were married in Germany 
in 1859. In 1879 their eldest son, Christian, a butcher by trade, 
came to America and worked in Pennsylvania. Two years later 
Mr. Hearther came to America and with his son Christian came 
to Ladora, Iowa, to visit an uncle. In 1883 Mr. Haerther returned 
to Germany to get his family. In 1883 George J. Haerther and his 
wife, Wilhemina, emigrated to this country from Germany with 4 
children: Louise Henirika, Christine Wilhelimina, Heinrich August, 
and Wilhelm Gottlob. They bought a farm 4 miles south of Nor- 
way from Charlie Vette (Francis Frame now lives here) and set- 
tled there in the spring of 1584. His wife passed away Dec. 12, 
1893, and he continued living on the farm until 1907, when he re- 
tired and moved to Atkins. His sons continued to farm in the Nor- 
way area. Henry remained on the home farm. He married Mary 
Schanbacker at Atkins in 1896. Besides farming he did custom 
threshing, corn shredding and corn shellng. He owned one of the 
first automobiles, the tires being made of hard rubber. Their chil- 
dren were Marie, George, Christian, Paul, Emma, Louise, and Es- 
ther. | 

Mr. and Mrs. Christ Haerther lived on the farm 3 miles south 
of Norway (uorth of Chester Bierman) before moving to Atkins 
and then Mr. and Mrs. Will Haerther lived on this place also be- 
fore moving to the Atkins area. 

He and His wife are buried in the Lenox Cemetary. 
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Mr. and Mrs. Patrick Harrington. 


Patrick Harrington 


Patrick Harrington was born in King’s County, Ireland, in 1826, 
and came to New York in 1852, where he lived for 18 years before 
coming to lowa. Arriving in lowa City by train, he walked to Ben- 
ton County where he bought his first 80 acres of land for $1.00 
per acre in 1865. On a return trip to New York in 1866, he mar- 
ried Alice Fox, who returned with him to his log cabin home on 
the lowa prairie. In this cabin their first child, James, was born 
n 1868. Through frugality, the Harringtons became extensive 
land owners, owning many acres between Norway and Walford. 
This land they sold readily to settlers moving in. | 

Mr. Harrington hauled wheat to Iowa City to have it ground 
into flour, the trip taking three days with team and wagon. He 
owned one of the first grain reapers west of the Mississippi. The 
first school house in ths communty was built in 1865 across the 
road from the Harrington home. It was a small, wooden build- 
ing painted red, and was often referred to as the Harrington 
School. 

The Harringtons’ six children were: James, Marcella (Mrs. Thoin- 
as Boland), John, William, Alice (Mrs. James McLaughlin), and 
Andrew. Richard Harrington, grandson of James, lives west of 
Norway on the James Harrington home farm. 


Ole Olson Hetletvedt 


Ole Olson Hetletvedt, son of Sanute and Siri Hetletvedt, was 
born at Hetletvedt Ambo Stavanger, Norway, April 23, 1824. He 
came to America with his parents at the age of 12 and settled in 
Mission, Ilinois. In 1865, they came to Iowa, and settled on a farm 

2 miles south of Norway. 
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He and his wife, Bertha, had six children; Sarah Erland, Sophie 
Larson, Edward, Charles, Tom and Peter C. 

Peter C. married Sarah Johnson and to this union were born seven 
children; Porter J., Milla Garret, Julia Kaeberle, Mary Holland, Por- 
ter, Charles and Ida Everhart. They later moved to the Newhall 
community, 

In 1910, Charles married Laura Markham at Cedar Rapids, Iowa. 
They continued to live in Newhall until after his death when Laura 
and her sons, Maynard and Charles, moved to Norway. She was 
the telephone operator in Norway for 37 years before retiring. Her 
son, Charles (Bud) makes his home with her. 
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Mr. and Mrs. Henry Hoening and Family 
Back row, left to right — Minnie (Mrs. Will Mathes), Ida (Mrs. 
Henry Bierman), Will, Julia (Mrs. Ed Wolf), Mary (Mrs. Ed Brock- 
schink). Front row — Mr. Hoening, Rosa (Mrs. Wm. E. Wolf). 


Henry Hoening was born September 14, 1851] in St. Louis, Mis- 
souri. He came with his parents to Pella, lowa in 1855, then moved 
to the Amana Society, lowa County, in 1863. 

On September 14, 1875, he was married to Agusta Muller. They 
left Amana two years later to live in Norway, lowa, where he 
operated a harness shop for two years. Then he bought 120 
acres south of Norway in Iowa County now owned by Noble 
Brockschink. (Bert Gier lives here now). They lived there 33 
years and retired to Norway in 1912. To this union were born 
seven children: Minnie (Mrs. Will Mathes) Emma, Willie, Ida 
(Bierman Langlas), Mary (Mrs. Ed. Brockschink), Julia (Mrs. 
Ed Wolf, all passed away. Only Rosa (Mrs. Wm. E. Wolf) re- 
mains living. 
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George Hibben 


George W. Hibben 


George W. Hibben and Eliza McLean were both born in 1831, in 
. or near Allegheny, Pennsylvania. They were married there in 1885 
and came west to Moline, Illinois, the same year. 

Their family consisted of one son and two daughters, James, born 
in 1858, Flora Belle Manville, in 1862, and Hattie Watts Hibben 
in 1874. George Hibben’s mother Rebecca Hibben made her home 
with them until her death in 1891, at the age of 80. 

George had an undertaking establishment in Norway, the build- 
ing constructed about 1877, where he carried ‘on his business until 
his death in 1859. James, his son, continued with it until the late 
nineties and then became a painter and interior decorator. 

James Hibben and Jessie Russell were married in 1883 and lived 
in Norway. Their family consisted of four sons and four daughters 
who grew to adulthood, Georg ge, Gladys Olson, Burline, Olive John- 
son, Russell, Dewey, Thelma Hasley and Lorraine Kennedy, 

Olive Hibben and Alfred Johnson were married in 1920 and have 
a son, Marlin, anda daughter, Corrine J. Simmons, 


Malcom “Cap” Humphrey 


Mir, Malcom “Cap” Humphrey married Melvina Croy in 1854 in 
Pennsylvania. They came to Iowa around Civil War time and 
settled on a farm one and one half miles south and two miles east 
of Norway. Mr. Humphrey was commonly known as “Cap” due 
to the fact he trained soldiers for the Civil War. He traveled to 
lowa City by wagon to get lumber to build his house. He had 
to ford the river. Lumber for this house was brought home in one 
trip. He was very handy making joints fit, thus being a good car- 
penter,. Their children were Mary (Mrs. Mary Corl), Charlie, 
Walter, Harry, Perley, Elmer, and Willie. Mr. and Mrs. Humphrey 
moved to Norway, their son taking over the farm. Later it was 
sold to Albert Lee. 
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John Houghton 


John Houghton was born in Troga County, Pennsylvania, July 21, 
1832. He came to Benton County from: Illinois in 1854, driving a 
drove of cattle for a farmer, whose name was Ben Darnell. Mr. 
Darnell’s farm was located a mile south of where Norway was lo- 
cated when the railroad went through during the Civil War. 


He took a quarter section of land for himself and later married 
Mary Bower, daughter of John Bower, on March 29, 1857. The 
house Mr. Houghton built for his bride was said to be the first frame 
house between Cedar Rapids and Marengo. It contained a good 
size kitchen and living room combined, a tiny pantry, and a bed- 
room so small, the bed had to be cut down to get it in the room. This 
house is still standing. 

They had tive children, four of whom grew to maturity, Hannah, 
William, John, only one to leave Lowa, and Martha Jane, 

One of the shortest abstracts of title for a piece of Lowa real estate 
belongs to the 160 acres two and one-half miles southeast of Nor- 
way. There never has been a mortgage on the place, and the title 
still remains in the estate of John Houghton. The warrant was sign- 
ed by President Pierce, and is still in possession by the family. 

Mr. Houghton died in 1904, and his wite in 1920. All of the chil- 
dren are deceased at the present time, but a son of John’s is living 
in Texas. 
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The Hofterd Store 


One of the old landmarks in Norway, is The Hofterd Store. It 
was started in 1887 by two brothers, Jake and Henry Hofferd. Pre- 
vious to this time Henry was in the store business with Frank Pick- 
art, in a building on the corner where the bank is now located. 

Jake was a carpenter betore he started in the store business. 
‘Their first place of business was in the McQuin building on the 
south side of the street, later moving to the building on the corn- 
er which for many years was known as Hofterd’s Store. They were 
in business for many years but the partnership was terminated in 
1912, when Henry Hofferd started a store in Rowley. He was 
there a few years, then came back to Norway and started a store 
in the east end of town in the Harkness building, which is now 
occupied by Ray's Grocery. When he moved to Cedar Rapids, 
the store was run by his son, Ernest. 

For many years, Dr. Muir, a dentist, occupied the front up stairs 
rooms. The central office in the back of the building was run by 
Mrs. Elliott. 

Jake continued in business, assisted by his son, Frank, for many 
years, until] Frank bought his father’s interest in 1919. He con- 
tinued in business until his retirement in 1934: 

Frank Hofterd was born in Norway and has spent his entire 80 
years here. He has lived longer in Norway than any other person. 
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Mr. and Mrs. Jake Hofferd 
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Holland Family History 


Hans Holland was born in Skudisness, Norway, Europe, in 1847 
and came to this country in 1875. Anna Dorothea Diedrickson 

was born in Skudisness, Norway, Europe, in 1850 and came to 
this country in 1876. She worked for the Hans Jensen family un- 
til their marriage in 1879. They settled in Norway, Iowa, and 
lived all their married life in the same house. Mr. Holland worked 
as a carpenter and painter! He died in 1902, and Mrs. Holland 
in 1929. They had four children: Ben, Dena, Henry B., and Ole B. 

Ben was born in 188], and married Mary Olson of Newhall in 
1921. He was a barber for 49 years. Ben died in 1951, and Mary 
in 1958. 

Dena was born in 1882, and married Orvie Rosdail in 1905. 
They had three children: Harris (deceased), Clarence, and Julia 
Rosdail McKeever. Mr. Rosdail died in 1960. Dena now resides 
in Glendale, California. 

Ole was born in 1888, and married Amber Linn in 1921. He 
was a partner in the Harness Shop with Henry, and served in 
World War I. He worked for the railroad from 1924 until his 
retirement. They had five children: Harris, Jessie, Mayo, Harriet 
Holland Pickart, and Robert. 

Henry was born in 1885, and married Anna Markham of Van 
Horne in 1908. He operated a dray, and a pool room prior to 
going into the Harness and Shoe business in 1915, which he oper- 
ated until 1932. He worked as a painter in Cedar Rapids and 
Amana until his retirement. He died in 1959. They had four 
children: Marvin, Dale, Dorothy Holland Carlson and Aloise. 


Hoyt History 


John C. Hoyt, Sr., was born in 1847 at a place called Bingham on 
the Rhine, Germany. He came to this country as a young man 
and lived near Marengo, lowa. In 1870 he married Mary Kath- 
erine Lacher of Marengo. They traveled to the southern states 
in a covered wagon trying to find a place to homestead, but with- 
out success, so they returned to Lowa County, lowa, where they 
lived for several years. They had two children, Mayme (Mrs. 
Dave Newton) born in 1872, and John Chris, Jr., born in 1878. 

In 1881 John and Mary took their children to Benton County, 
Iowa where they bought 400 acres of land southwest of Watkins. 
Three more children, Frank, Burt, and Earl were born here. In 
1888 Mary Hoyt died. In 1889 John, Sr., married Amelia Hiepner. 
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Four children were born to this union: Walter, Bessie, Harry ang 
Emily. Around 1904 the family sold the farm and moved to Cedar 
Rapids where John Chris, Sr., died November 27, 1916. 

On February 18, 1903, Jol Chris, Jr., married Mary Katherine. 
Frimml of Marengo. They moved to the Andy Ptiester farm south 
of Watkins where they lived for eight years. Three children: Eva 
Ruth, and Leona were born here. ; 

In 1910 John and Mary bought 160 acres of land from = Jack 
Riley southeast of Norway. Dale and Chris were born here. Eve. 
married Earl Ellingson, son of Ehas Ellingson, having three chile 
dren: Joyce Whitmore, Mary Vaughn and Wayne. | 

John, Sr., died at the farm home April 7, 1958, where they hae 
lived tor 47 years. Mary Hoyt then sold the farm and moved tg 


Norway, Iowa. 
A. M. Johnson 


A. M. Johnson was a pioneer resident businessman and building 
contractor for 45 years. The family came to America in 1581, set- 
tling first in Chicago and later coming to Lowa and settling in Nor- 
way. 


Mr.and Mrs. A. M. Johnson 


They witnessed many material changes. Norway was merely a 
wide place in the road. When they located here the town was then 
composed of three general stores, four blacksmith shops, the chur- 
ches that are here at the present, and a small wooden building used 


as a school house. 
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Mr. Johnson engaged in the lumber business. He took up car- 
pentry, finally abondoning it for a merchantile career which he en- 
tered into with his son Alfred, 

Ite was always a booster for Norway, and gave much time and 
encrey inactive life devoted to the material progress of the locality. 
He served as a member of the town council and on the school board, 
and made himself useful along other lines, all having the progress 
and development of Norway as the objective. 

Thev were blessed with 13 children. Those who survive are Lil- 
lian (Mrs. Conrad Beck), Stella (Mrs. Ralph Buchanan) Rena 
(Mrs. Allen Kearney), all of Cedar Rapids, lowa, and Alfred B., 
and Cora (Mrs. Chester Towe) of Norway, Lowa. 


Daniel N. Jorpeland 


Daniel Jorpeland, who was born in Norway, Kurope, August OT 
1856, came to Norway, lowa, at the age of 26, where his brother, 
Henry Jorpeland, had located earlier, 

ln 1886 he married Bertha Caroline Dyrland better known as 
Betsy. They bought the farm from her parents and spent their 
lives there. They had seven children: Nellis, Josie, Ella Wychoftf, 
lrene Selken, Henry, Julia, and Stella. Clarence Dyrland, their 
nephew, grew up in this home. All the children attended Norway 
public school, and all began their formal education under the 
guidance of Lilla Mitchell. 

“Betsy” Jorpeland died January 15, 1913, and Daniel died June 
1, 1923. The farm was rented for a few years and then was pur- 
chased by George Dyrland, brother of Betsy. Robert Miller is 
the present owner of the farm, 


Junker 


FW. (William) Junker was born Dec. 4, 1825. His wife, Cath- 
erine, was born April 4, 1822. 

FW. (William) Junker and his wife Catherine immigrated to 
America from Germany. 

The William Junkers came to lowa and were among the first fam- 
ilies of the Jasper Colony. He was a cobbler (shoemaker). After 
the trustees of the colony distributed the assets amoug the members 
in the spring of 1853, the Junkers home was then located 44 miles 
south of Norwav (south of the Noble Brockschink home ). 

A daughter of \Mrs. Junker’s (Clara Lanke) made her home with 
them. William and Catherine Junkers children were Mary (Mrs. 
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Henry Blomker) who moved to Humbolt in 1883, Anna (marriegv 
twice to brothers by the name of Morris) and Ferdinand marriegh 
Caroline Bushman (a daughter of a minister of the New Jerusalem 
Church). Ferdinand was a teacher of Excelsior School. After he. 
was married he lived on the Hoeing place and then moved on the. 
old Junker homestead. He later moved to Humbolt. Their chile 
dren were William, Charles, Mabel and Anna. 

After Mary Ann Junker married Henry Blomker, they made their 
home with Mr. and Mrs. William Junker, south of Norway. 

Mimmie Blomker, sister of Henry, who later married Charles 
Uthoff Sr., also stayed with the Junker family while she worked 
in West Amana when she was 16 vears old. 

William Junker died March 22, 1900. Catherine Jater died. in, 
Humbolt Jan. 21, 1908, but is buried by her husband in Lenos 
Cemetery. 


George Kimm 


George, the eldest son of Martin and Christinia Selzer Kimin. 
came to America in 1883, from Hessian, Kassal, Germany. 

He received his education in Germany, attending day and night 
school. 

He was married to Louise Schindler and to this union two chil- 
dren were born. Emma, now married to Otto Schmacher. and 
Robert, who was killed in World War I. In 1887. Louise passed 
away, 
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hj April, 1900, he was united in marriage with Mary Schutterle, 
To this union eleven children were born: Nina died as an infant, 
George, Jr., died while serving in World War Hl and Dale passed 
away suddenly in 1959.) The other children residing in this area 
are Mrs. Charles (Gertie) Plotz, Mis. Harry (Agnes) Ballard, Mrs. 
Elmer (Marie) Gerner, and Ervin Kimm, Martin, Blairstown; Al- 
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bert, Victor; Mrs. George (Gladys) Frimml, Marengo; and Mrs. 
Francis (Wilma) McMann, Cedar Rapids. 

George will be remembered by his Woods Bros. threshing ma- 
chine. In order to keep his family well fed, he did custom shell- 
ing, sawing wood and threshing. 

He served his community in many ways and was always interest- 
ed in better education. 

He retired to Norway in 1949, and after the death of his wife 
he made hi shome with his daughter, Mrs. Elmer Gerner, passing 
away in February, 1956. 


J | . 
acob Kimm 

Jacob Kimm, second son of Martin and Christinia Selzer Kimm, 
moved to Norway with his young bride, the former Lena Schind- 
ler of West Amana in 1903. 

Jacob was a contractor and builder and he erected the little 
brown house on the top of the hill near the park. This became 
his lifelong home. 


Jacob Kimm and his wife Lena (Schindler) Kimm. This picture 
was taken for their Golden Wedding Anniversary. 


To ths family three children were born: Clarence, Lester and 
Irene Kimm Hibben. | 

Some of the building erected by Jacob were the Catholic Par- 
sonage, the Benton County State Bank and the west side garage 
in Norway, also many, many homes in and around this commun- 
ity. The St. Patrick’s Catholic Church of Watkins and the New- 
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hall Peoples Bank were built by him. The last home he erected 
was for his brother, George, in 1948, in Norway now occupied by 
Mrs. Frank Becker. 

For many years he also had a hardware store. Many farmerg 
and friends certainly must have purchased items from this store~ 

It was impossible to keep this man out of business. After clos~ 
ing the store he still had material at his home. 

Even in his eighties, he drove downtown and did some odd jobs 

After 63 years of wedded life he passed away in the little browr) 
house January 28, 1962, at the age of 89. His wife now resides 
in Cedar Rapids with her son, Clarence 


Silas Kimm 


Silas Kimm was born in Cassel, Germany. At the age of 17, he 
came to America and went to Utica, New York. He worked in a 
dairy farm for twelve years. When his friends, the Spellerberg fam- 
ily, (parents of Lawrence and Joseph), came to Iowa, Silas .came 
with them. He worked on a farm, known at the Brown farm, for 
one year. He married Catherine Engle, of Shellsburg, Iowa, in 
1866, and they lived on the present Howard Rose farm for sixty-two 
years. 


Mr. and Mrs. Silas Kimm 


They were the parents of ten children, Henry Winfield, Anna 
Elizabeth Smith, Mary Zahart, Louise Marie Nelson, William Silas, 
Caroline Mable Ward, Matilda Dora Ferreter and Edward Leon- 
ard Kimin. 


—160— 


Pre Sahu: OMNI R AMET Tey 6/05" alia tal , 
iver vo eee on ‘ 
lines od senor teal oT) otow Ane a 
wed buigunae voir yewroVh Ob, a ii ms © D widiow Ww 
od * : | wa! pd 
| loo Anat iA 


wroirust qin grok oreibroud & bud tela od any YOR 
ote dal mort zivosi feauifoug vend: tease ybuisies eosin ‘ie 
~aolo with reoniand to we aten 24h qood of aidizeogeni 2 
oud eit in Teteteun bed Bite vd Ce, yi 
hes, bho omer bib bus awolaweb sorb ad 2 ‘iivis eid ai mavel 
Ywoul slit ol) at vows, heeekq, off stil bebbew to cumy 68 whA 
avbiesa won Siw ett 28 to sau od) te SORL BS yrewnel aavod 
gone) aoe ved rltew zhiqaH wbs0 ai 


mntA enlic 

tA eelid 

of Ti We vpn od IA eter ees wi seod enw mnie eali2 

sa bottew oH dro wet ..otf of now bus sormomA of Srme9 

-mist yrodraiisa? od! zbouitt cid nah ainey oviows vol mab yuab 

site eal .swoh ot oimey ,(riqozal bie soaotwat lo etuomg) yh 

10} .qow? wwordl edd ta aword varia! 6 ao bediow 9H cnet dive 

ai wol wudzilede to »slgud yatredin) bointan oH THY 910 

owi-yixie vot mint soll brawoll toseeng ott ao boil yodt bag BOOl 
#1LS9Y 


ae be? en 


moni ani anh ene eek” 


and. “bleitaty.. yuroH aeribplicty frat to ebm 
aali2 mnwiliW ‘noel otal gatos arsed ; ne. 
“nro dae bas wont ¥ ene be ol ald 


ae PU ib sk bei 71 vin iit 


? 


KA - kana’ if Mh sale en ‘bile pu Pee 


Silas was 92 years of age when he passed away. A son, William 
Silas, residing in Cedar Rapids, and a daughter, Louise Nelson in 
Cinncinati, Ohio, are the only living children of Mr. and Mrs. Silas 
Kimm. His grandsons, Wallace and Lyle, sons of Edward, are the 
only decendants living in Norway in 1963. 

Wallace has one son, Wayne and two daughters, Lola and There- 
sa. 

Lyle has one son, Bruce Edward and three daughters, Nancy 
Louise, Carma Jean and Ann Marie. 


George Knouf 


George Knouf was born in Pennsylvania in 1830, the youngest 
child in the Jacob Knouf family. He fought in the Civil War, 
serving in the 24th Regiment of lowa from August 15, 1862, to 
July 17, 1865. He was an ambulance driver and took part in 
Sherman's march to the sea. At the close of the war he returned 
to Iowa to live with his oldest sister, Katie Hill, one and one half 
miles south of Norway. 

His wife, Arvista Myrick, was born in 1850 at Polk City, Lowa, 
where they were married. They bought 160 acres of land, two- 
miles southeast of Norway trom the government at $1.00 per acre 
in the 1860's. This was their family home for years. Their chil- 
dren were Benton, Vinton, Clinton, Matilda, Sabina, Maude (Mrs. 
William Pirie), and Lester. After the death of her husband in 
1901 Mrs. Knouf continued to operate the farm for several years. 
Later she retired in Kenwood. 


Mr. and Mrs. George Knouf 
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William Kopf Family 


William Kopf, son of Mr. and Mrs. Jacob Kopf, married Annie 
Heager. Their children were: George, Independence; Blanche 
(Mrs. Frank Parvin), Mt. Pleasant; Mammie (Mrs. Ed Cechura), 
Fairfax; Irene (Mrs. Dale Bahr), Fairfax; Agnes (Mrs. Floyd 
Klein), Cedar Rapids; Helen (Mrs. Clarence Bintz), Marengo; 
Walter, Marengo; Alice (Mrs. Wm. Barker), Cedar Rapids; and 
Anna Mae (Mrs. Wilmer Binley), Springville. This family lived 
# miles south of Norway for twenty-five years. Bert Grier family 
lives on this place and is owned by Noble Brockschink. Mr. and 
Mrs. Wm. Kopf now live in High Amana. 


Shure Larson 


Shure Larson, son of Lars and Gurine Mannes Anderson, was 
born in 1868 and came to America with the family in 1885. 

He married Louise Ask who was born in Kristiana, Norway, in 
1873, and who came to America in 1882. Mr. Larson became one 
of the leading contractors in this community and for many years 
managed a carpenter crew. Several of his sons followed the trade 
also. 

Their children were Lars, Gunwall, Cornell, Amanda (Mrs. Clar- 
ence Williams), Bertha (Mrs. V. Gladwin), Almen, Seth, Eva, Ar- 
nold; Pauline (Mrs. Little), Carl, Laverne, (Mrs. Don Taylor), 
Woodrow, and Mae (Mrs. George Benson). There are 23 grand- 
children and 20 great grandchildren. 


Lehnen 


Rev. John Jacob Lehnen was born in Switzerland in 1824. He 
was married in St. Louis to Catharine Stapleton, They had one 
son, Samuel, born in 1874. Mr. Lehnen was pastor of the New 
Jerusalem Church, serving as a missionary pastor from 1878 until 
his death in 1894. He preached in the church building he owned 
in Norway (now owned by the Masonic Order), also preached 
south of town, and in a school house north of town. 

An annual picnic was held on June 19 (New Church Day) at 
his home south of the Norway Park. The purpose of the picnic 
was to have the people north of Norway and south of Norway 
of the New Jerusalem congregation have a get-together. 

The Lehnen family lived in the northwest part of town in a 
spacious home, surrounded by beautiful gardens and a vineyard. 
Mr. Lehnen gave several acres of land to the town to be used as 
a park. Today it is known as the Norway Park. 
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Rev. John Jacob Lehnen 


Lewis Larson 


Lewis Larson was born January 6, 1855, at LaSalle, Illinois. He 
was a hired man for Betsy Johnson when he came to Norway. 
Sophia Olson was born September 9, 1856, at LaSalle, Llinois. 
She came with her parents to Homestead, Iowa and later settled 
where Norman Millers now live. 
Lewis Larson and Sophia Olson were married December 16, 
1885. Sophias parents gave them eighty acres to start farming. 
The following children were born to this union: 
Lilly Bertha — January 29, 1886 — died April 14, 1960 
Ella E. — August 7, 1887 — died May 13, 1891 
Clara — December 22, 1889 
Arthur — July 18, 1892 — died March 24, 1899 
Eddie — June 8, 1894 — died February 21, 1895 
Sadie — September 21, 1895 
Nettie — November 3, 1897 
Lewis Larson died at Norway on February 10, 1938. 
Sophia Olson Larson died at Norway December 26, 1941. 


John Hiram Leonard 


John Hiram Leonard was born at Newkirk, Ohio, in 1838. At 
the age of six years he moved with his parents to Ottawa, Illinois. 
Here in 1862 he enlisted in Co. E, 26th Illinois Infantry of the 
Union Army, serving three years under General Sherman and be- . 
ing honorably discharged at Atlanta, Georgia. During his service 
in the army his parents moved to Benton County, Iowa, where he 
joined them in 1865. 
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In 1866 he married Embrazia Houghton at Marengo, Iowa. She 
was born in Erie County, Pennsylvania in 1846, the daughter of 
Frederick and Mary Whittington Houghton. She came to Ben- 
ton county with her family in 1862 in a covered wagon. After 
attending a seminary at Newton, she taught in a rural school. 
Mr. and Mrs. Leonard lived for sometime on a farm four miles 
southeast of Norway. Then while living on a farm west of the 
Norway cemetery, their children attended the public school in 
Norway. In the spring of 1893 they moved to a farm near Albion, 
in Marshall County, where the family lived for many years. They 

were the parents of 11 children: Herbert, Anna (Mrs. Malcolm 

McNee ), Etta (Mrs. Sam Spurrier), John, Mae (Mrs. Gene Ulery), 
LeRoy, Leigh, Joseph, Frank, Rachel (Mrs. Clyde Carpenter ) and 
Jessie (Mrs. Herbert Nichols). 


Albert N. Lee 


Mr. and Mrs. Albert N. Lee in the year of 1881 bought 80 acres 
at $35 an acre in Florence Township, three miles southeast of Nor- 
way. They added to this until owning 320 acres. 

Albert Lee was born in Norway, Europe, April 5, 1845. When 
six years of age he came with his family to LaCrosse, Wisconsin. 
When a young man he went to the forest and chopped trees in 
the winter, and in the spring rode long rafts down the Mississippi 
River to be sawed for lumber. For a period of six months no one 
knew where he was. Later his folks moved to Earlville, Illinois. 
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Mr. and Mrs. Albert Lee and children, Nellie, Sarah, Alferd and 
Oliver. 
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Mrs. Lee (Olena Olsen) was born June 27, 1847, in Norway, 
Europe. As a girl she herded sheep and goats in the mountains, 
and at the same time studied her confirmation books (Lutheran 
Church). She came to America at the age of 22. She borrowed 
money to come and left suddenly unknown to anyone. She was 
very homesick, working at housekeeping at $1.50 a week. 

Albert and Olena were married February 1, 1875. In May, 1875, 
they traveled with a team and wagon from Illinois to Webster 
County, Lowa. They crossed the Mississippi River on a ferry. 
In 1876 after disappointments and discouragements, left to go 
back to Illinois but stopped at Norway, Iowa, to see Ole Sevig, 
a friend. Albert stayed and husked corn, his family came shortly. 
He rented farms until he purchased one. 

Albert and Olena’s children were Sarah (Mrs. Robert Fee), 
Nellie (Mrs, Knute Kolsto), Alferd and Oliver. Alferd Lee still 
resides on the home farm, Sarah Fee a resident of Chrokee, Iowa, 
Nellie and Oliver, deceased. 

Oliver married Thea Johnson December 5, 1918, who came to 
this country from Norway, Europe. They lived on a part of the 
Lee farm formerly owned by the Humphreys. They were the 
parents of four children: Obed, Kenneth, Oliver, Jr., and June 
(Mrs. Lee Tow). 


GENERAL TRUCKING 


ED SCHULTE & ROLAND SCHULTE 


Norway, lowa 
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David Lichty 


David Lichty was born in Summerset County, Pennsylvania, 
on April 1, 1844. At the age of ten he moved with his parents to 
Cedar Rapids, lowa, where he grew to manhood. 

At the age of 22 he was married to Janet M. Napier, whose 
birthplace was Sterlingshire, Scotland. She had come to America 
with her parents when she was five years old, and had settled in 
New York. Later they came to Iowa and settled at Scotch Grove, 
where she grew to womanhood. 

Their children were: John, William, Alexander, Frank, Mary, 
Myrtle and Walter. 
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Maurice Lichty, Annapolis cadet 
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Mathias Maag 


Mathias Maag was born June 15, 1885, to David and Barbara 
Schad Maag in Switzerland. In 1858 the father, David, immigrated 
to the U.S. where his wife and three sons, David, Mathias and Sam- 
uel joined him in 1864, Mr. Maag died in 1865 and Mrs. Maag and 
her sons moved to Florence township and made their home with 
her uncle, Mr. Miller, near Norway. 

In 1878, Mathias maerinn Matilda Gassman and began farming 
for himself in lowa County. He bought his own farm in St. Clair 
township (near Orville Blankmans ) in 1880. 

The Maags had five children, David, who married Gertrude 
Schmidt and owned the farm now owned by Lloyd Nolte for many 
years: Charles, Callie, Mary, wife of John Schmidt; and Anna, wife_ 
of John Boddicker. 

The John Schmidts had four children; Viola (Mrs. Henry Becker), 
Clifford, Pearl (Mrs. Joe Downes ) and Hazel (Mrs. Delbert Stein ). 
To the John Boddickers two children were born; Lillian (Mrs. Ger: 
ald McNulty) and Glen. 


George Manville (1814-1887) 


George Manville was born in Jefferson County, Indiana, on Feb- 
ruary 14, 1814. He married Elizabeth Carpenter and they es- 
tablished a home in Delaware, Ohio. Three sons were born to 
the Manvilles: Sidney, Charles and DeWitt Clinton.. 

The family moved to Wisconsin for a short time and then mi- 
grated to lowa in 1861 and located on the land now owned by 
Stella Merritt. 

Sidney Manville married Francis Brown, Charles married Ver- 
linda Brown and they had two children: Eustace and Merry. Clin- 
ton married Flora Hibben and to them two sons were born: Clyde 
(1882-1958) and Howard (1884-1963). | 


McGregors 


Thomas and Jane Robertson McGregor were both born in Scotland; 
~ adn were married in Milburn, Broome County, New York, in 1855, 
coming directly to Benton County. Later, they went to farm in 
Mitchell County, where they lived for three years, returning to Ben- 
ton County in 1858, buying land in Florence and Fremont Town- 
ships. 

They were the parents of six children: Nellie, John, William R. 
(wives, Louise Passmore awd Serina Madson), Thomas (wife, Etta 
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Keketts), Allen (wife, Maude Welsh), .and Belle (husband, Alva 
Burrett of Chicago ). 

The McGregors celebrated their 50th Wedding Anniversary on 
May 25, 1905; and Mrs. Mregor died in May, 1906, and Mr. McGre- 
gor died in 1912. 

The farm was sold in 1918, after the death of Mr. McGregor, to 


Jacob Hansen. 
William McNee 


William McNee was born in Glasgow, Scotland, on Sept. 24, 
1830. At the age of 24, William and his brother, Alexander, seek- 
ing new adventures and opportunities, left. Scotland and sailed for 
America, arriving here in 1854. They made a short stop at Chicago, 
but travelled on to Cedar Rapids where they arrived in 1856, 

They proceeded to a Scotch settlement located on the Linn and 
Benton County lines. Alexander, not satisfied here, started to- 
ward the setting sun decked out with a fancy team of horses, a 
new harness ,and a light wagon. No more was ever heard of him. 
As the Wild West was at its peak and horse thieves very numer- 
ous, it is presumed that his horses were stolen and he was killed. 

It was at this Scotch settlement where William McNee met 
Elizabeth Mckinnon Rogers. She was born in Bulchlvine, Scot- 
land in 1828. Elizabeth came to America with her parents, broth- 
ers and sisters im 1850. 

Elizabeth and Willian were married in Linn County, lowa, in 
1859. They started farming in St. Clair township in 1861, and 
here they followed this occupation through life. 

William McNee bought his first land, an 80-acre plot, in 1859, 
for $3.00 per acre. The seller, Francis Rooza, obtained it from the 
United States in 1854. The first tax was $1.97 for forty acres. 
This original eighty laid north of the eighty acres that the farm 
buildings now stand on. The latter eighty and another quarter 
section were purchased from John McKinnon in 1863. John Me- 
Kinnon was a cousin of Mrs. McNee. More land was purchased 
in 1866. — 

On the second eighty a set of buildings were erected and this 
has become the McNee century farm. One of the original build- 
ings still stands (a formr granary). This building was constructed 
from hand-hewed timbers and mortised together with hickory pegs. 

Mr. and Mrs. McNee were the parents of four sons and one 
daughter, William A., born in 1861, became an astute banker at 
Laurens, lowa. He married Emma Wiss and passed away in 1947. 
The second son, John M., a farmer at Laurens, was born in 1863, 


~—168— 


Wo “ 


‘ i ; ’ 
(igi oat ‘ : 
ak a ; Aaa Pe ee ee tn ie 
¥ t i + * * r 7 , ri tie » 
ras j | > os 8 ae 7. a“ s" My ty Rb odin ss ents . : “ 
SpolZ . . h = amy a Peres te may bin ,y Ma dF ‘ ; 
a by - euros. etd "si}) ; 
“20 a 3 . rN \ ¥ x . rch iy ie s 
un a = D y at A 


ae), 


ot so w to su ‘tod a enw 


we 


LE Spe ie dusoltoat swore ai . apn moe 
dese sola gstiosd zit hast anit BS to ops odd 4A: 
wt Loline ba bahtood shoul nent, $e bes ustasvbs wom 


ptiedel yi 
yt rf 


anwls 


AME mil > Ty mere Hide 6 obs sd Rw ad yotvitie “Saari 

OAL wi lovin (ae a ebiqqadl tbs) ot 10 vt en 
loads cecil snes, be cuit sical & ree ba i mero 
~<a) iy dike ete fy-ni Lebdace tow ve oe veal (Sant | eet. Pt 
s ~xuul jones youst s itiw tue frsabo-sb ie Beiddoe ant) frame 4 Aut 


anti to biwsd ws eew oxo OA .coyew digit 6 bes, ceveutegl wey Bat 
aan yy esolll seod bas desg ef ii tw leo! DW odd a 
bollid 2ew ort bree savior sriw exevul ait halt boomesrg ai i vat a 
oor seViol/ taailliW godw ieorrelifer dotose cil) te view 

Jove scividolud oi wwd asw edé eregall monn dAolt a 


sitar ele nag v ol aiw woes of sate Htadesiia 484i af 7 , vs . 
OGME i 2rotele bas een? 
wi wol Mua, ) noid ef bsinarn sew ennai Din Ads 
oes LEAL veh pishecovret tel 92 ni pabinent hatucte yodT MY, 
oul dyntowl) soho. at bewvitlel yodd #1 eery, 
U28L at Jolq oof-08 ue bosl tt aid iAyuod sold mallli¥ xy ae 


oil} aunt it-benteivlo sowohl ions) problog OFT re acy OO.LE bt eh diet 
rk yrol dol THe caw nad gett od PO PBB oi ore how 
met ot) tee 2ovse yiigie wilt to dion bint ‘gidgin lacigiwe 
whanp mow bas yidyis rita fT no baste wow ayail 
otf nfo] .20@t ui avnuidvih arlol mort bexadowg ow anit 
hsxnddy fea. Zier peel sval/  4eViel4 ca aie 110 a 


Mat yh. i lead 

aid) baw beers stole ibid. 40 ‘sen Be om a. 
‘lid taal. Na nt) amet vnherrs 9 - ihe 
botouuenod aw yiiblind efT 4 bat bude 
an odald tie aidiogos boelnor his eradant 
Rsv? ye’ to esi wht ww seviul 
" palit esi hess, nis | 


*/ 


and married Anna Leonard. He died in 1947 also. David was 
born in 1865, married Mary Russell, and became a farmer at Fair- 
fax. He passed away in 1944. Norman M., born in 1866, married 
Lena Newton. He stayed on the family farm and died in 1950. 
William's daughter, Elizabeth, was born in 1869. She died Mrs. 
Wilbert Reid, in 1911. | 

William and his wife were members of the Presbyterian Church. 
Mr. McNee was a member of the St. Clair Lodge from 1870 until 
his death. His four sons were also Masons. 

Fairly well established on the farm, William imported Clydes- 
dale horses trom Scotland in the 1880’s. At one time, six stallions 
were kept for breeding purposes. He also imported Gallaway cat- 
tle from Scotland. 

Mr. McNee died suddenly of a stroke in 1899. After his death, 
Norman M. McNee rented the farm from his mother. Norman 
married Lena Newton at her home in 1897. Lena was educated 
in a country school and graduated from Tilford Academy in Vin- 
ton, lowa. She taught in the country school before her marriage. 
Mr. and Mrs. Norman McNee lived on the Grote farm ‘south of 
Prierie Creek the first year of their marriage. Meanwhile, a new 
home was being built. It was completed in 1898 and they moved 
in to spend the rest of their life there. 

Elizabeth McNee (Norman’s mother) lived to be 91 years old, 
being blind for the last twenty years of her life. She passed away 
in 1918. 

Mr. and Mrs. Norman McNee bought the farm after Elizabeth's 
death, the final puprchase in 1920. They were the parents of eight 
children. Two of the eight died in infancy, and a third choked 
to death on an apple when he was about two years old. Those 
living are: Elsie, who married Ed Miller and has two sons, Nor- 
man and Robert. Norman married Elaine Swick and has four 
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children — Darrel, the twins Kevin and Karen, and Glenn anc 
David. Robert married Joan Brockschink and has three children 
Debbie, Bruce, and Van. Elsie’s sister, Lucille, lives in Marion as 
Mrs. W. N. Shellenbarger; Mrs. William Garza, Jane, who now 
resides in San Antonio, Texas, and is a registered nurse; and Rob- 
ert, who married Mildred Crowe. They have a son and two 
daughters, Gary, Connie, and Lorie. Gary married Carolyn Mem- 
ler in 1962. Norman A., the oldest of the boys, married Ida Bod- 
dicker, of Blairstown. ° 

Mr. and Mrs. Norman M. McNee celebrated their golden wed- 
ding in 1947. They were members of the Methodist Church and 
Eastern Star in Norway. Norman and his wife are buried in Mound 
Cemetery. Both of their parents are buried there, also. 

Norman M.'s two sons, Norman A. and Robert, are presently 
living on the farm and run it on a partnership basis. Norman 
lives in the house built by his father. The fourth generation, Rob- 
ert’s children, live on this farm which their great-grandfather pur- 
chased back in 1854 and 1863. . 


James McQuin 


James McQuin was born in Nova Scotia on Jan. 16, 1820. His 
parents were immigrants from Scotland. James was orphaned at 
eight and in time drifted to Boston where he learned the trade of 
“rolling iron’. 

In 1849 he and a company of other men bought a vessel and 
sailed for the gold fields. After a long hard journey, Mr. McQuin 
arrived in California and worked at mining for about three. years. 


James McQuin 
Prominent pioneer farmer in 
Florence Township. 
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In the spring of 1854, he arrived in Florence township and set- 
tled on the farm now owned by Milo Melberg. Mr. McQuin was in- 
terested in civil government and became prominent in the politics 
of the township and county. 

Mr. and Mrs. McQuin were the parents of four sons; Bernard, 
Byron, Baxter and Bacon. | 

Bernard McQuin married Nell Montague, daughter of Alexan- 
der and Hannah Montague and moved to Aurelia, lowa in 1870. 


Joseph Meier 

Joseph Meier was Norways first blacksmith. He was born in 
Preusen, West Falen, Germany, in 1828. There he married Lena 
Baker, who also was born in 1828, Their first home in this coun- 
try was in Marion, lowa, where they lived a short time before 
settling in Norway. They lived at the south edge of Norway in 
what was known in later years as the Behle home. Mr. Meier had 
learned his trade in Germany and was a skilled worker. He made 
horse shoes, also made the horse shoe nails, wagon tires and did 
all kinds of blacksmithing. When work was pressing, Mrs. Meier 
assisted in the shop and was very adept at swinging a heavy ham- 
mer. 

The family moved from town to a small farm south of the Nor- 
way Creamery. The father continued blacksmithing and with the 
assistance of his wife and children, farmed too. About 1876 the 
Meiers moved to a larger farm in Sac County. They returned 
to Norway in 1891, where they retired. Their children all born 
in Norway were: Joseph, Henry, Elizabeth (Mrs. Ben Schimmer), 
Lena (Mrs. Chris Ohlson), Mary (Mrs. Frank Hupke), and Anna. 
(Mrs. Andrew Thoman ). 


Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Meier 
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Johnson Melberg History 

The ancestry of the Johnson-Melberg family dates back to the 
“Sloopers”, who in 1825 came from Norway, Europe, on the ship 
called “The Sloop’, later known as the “Norwegian Mayflower. ’ 
It carried 53 passengers. Among them the Rosdails, Stangalands 
and Hetletwedts, (familiar names to old settlers of Norway ). With- 
out realizing it, they had violated the Navigators Act of 1819 by 
overloading their ship threefold. 

Their craft was siezed and held by the U. S. government and 
their captain jailed. After much controversy and troable Presi- 
dent Adams relinquished their ship and set the captain tree. 

They then sold their ship and moved inland, settling at Kendall, 
N. Y. The entire party of 53 lived in a cabin 24 x 20 the first 
winter and later established one of the first settlements in the United 
States by Norwegians. 

The Hetletwedts later moved west as far as LaSalle County, 
Ilinois. Ellen Sophia Hetletwedt, who figured later in Norway, 
lowa, met and married Jonas Nelson in 1849. One of the hard- 
ships they dreaded most was Cholera, for in one single day, Ellen 
Sophia lost her baby, her husband and both parents from this 
scourge. 


Three years later, in 1852, she married John S. Johnson of Nor- 
way, Illinois, and in 1865 they moved from Norway, Illinois to 
Norway, Towa, settling on a farm, now occupied by Richard Ber- 
ger, one mile south of Norway. 

Ellen Sophias brother, Ole Hetletwedt, who later changed his 
name to Olson, settled across the road and with his wife Britta, 
raised his family, 2 boys, Tom and Pete Olson, who later lived 
in Newhall, and 2 girls, Sarah Olson Krland and Sophia Olson Lar- 
son (Mrs. Louis Larson. The Louis Larsons lived one and one 
half miles south of Norway for 50 years. 
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In 1879 Axel Melberg, a Norwegian immigrant from Stavanger, 
Norway, came to work for Sophia and John S, Johnson. 

In 1882 he married one of the daughters, Delia. Axel and Delia 
Melberg moved to a farm two and one quarter miles south of Nor- 
way, later owned by the Riley family and now by Dr. Stamy. 

In 1890 they moved to the present Melberg family home, now 
occupied by their youngest son, Milo. Of the nine children raised 
in this family, seven are living. They are, Elmer Melberg of Nor- 
way, Amos of Cedar Rapids, Leah Tow of Cedar Falls, Stella 
Merritt of Norway, Milla Thomas of Hubbard, lowa, Myra Evans 
of Marshalltown, Iowa. Ernest died in 1957 and Cora Kroll died 


in 1959. 
Charles Merritt 


Charles Merritt was born March 5, 1816, in Coshocton County, 
Ohio, the son of John and Mary (High) Merritt. At the age of 
seven, his father died, leaving the family in poor circumstances. 
At an early age his only garment was a shirt of tow cloth and as 
a young man he labored for $2.50 per month. 

In 1841 re married Rebecca Williams in Coshocton, Ohio, and 
started a series of moves to the new frontier. They lived at Cov- 
ington, Indiana, and then in Palo, lowa. In 1856 they moved by 
prairie schooner to Ossawatamie, Kansas. John Brown, their neigh- 
bor was collecting arms to free the slaves, and after seeing his 
house burned: to the ground they became uneasy aad decided to 
leave. At the state line they were stopped by a party of Ala- 
bamians who questioned them, then fired a rifle in front of the ox 
team and told them to go. 


Mr. and Mrs. Charles Merritt, Sr. 
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They wintered in Tama County, Iowa in ’56-’57, Deep snow 
and bitter cold annihilated large numbers of deer. They movec 
to Palo in ‘65 and to Swisher in ’66 before buying a farm threc 
miles southeast of Norway, lowa, from a Mr. ‘Yarbel. 

Mr. Merritt's goal in life was to give his sons a start, and he 
was known to help his neighbors through financial difficulties, 
Mr. and Mrs. Merritt were the parents of seven children; Amos. 
the eldest son, served in the Union army and was wounded in 
the battle of Shiloh; John, George, Mary, and Ellen moved else- 
where, while Richard and Charles William remained in the Nor- 
way community all their lives. 


Charles William a 


Charles William Merritt, son of Charles and Rebecca (Williams ) 
Merritt was born in 1861, and was married to Mary McLaren in 
1884. She was the daughter of Alexander and Ann (McIntyre) 
McLaren and a native of Scotland. 

Around 1885 a need for a new school arose, so a spot was chosen 
on the southeast corner of the farm for a new building to be 
known as the Prairie Bell School. It remained here until con- 
solidation in 1914. In 1889 Charles and Mary Merritt moved to 
the home farm where they spent their remaining years. 

They had two children: Laura (Mrs. Ted Nerhus) and Scott. 
The original Merritt homestead is now owned by Scott Merritt, 
and gperated by his son, Merle. 


Richard Merritt 


Richard Merritt, son of Charles, Sr., and Rebecca Williams Mer- 
ritt, was born in 1851. His wife, Agnes Smith, was the daughter 
of Jane and Benjamin Smith, an early Norway barber. When 
Richard was 39 years of age, he called at the home of the local 
justice of the peace, William G. Rose, and explained to him that 
he would return later in the day with a legal matter to be attended 
to. When he returned, he was accompanied by his bride-to-be, 
and the marriage ceremony was performed by Mr. Rose. 

The couple lived a few months in the parental Merritt home, 
then began housekeeping across the road. This home was three 
miles southeast of Norway. Carefully kept accounts show that 
their expenditures were meager: $5.00 was paid for a washing 
machine, $6.50 for an oak bed and $1.25 for a table. In 1895 they 
built a beautiful home, which is now occupied by their son, Clar- 
ence, who operates the farm which was his father’s and his grand- 
father’s. 
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Mr, Merritt died at the age of 66 years. Mrs. Merritt retired in 
Norway, where she lived alone 30 years before her death in 1954. 
The Merritts’ six children were: John, Eva (Mrs. Arthur Plagman ), 
Ollie (Mrs. Ernest Melberg), Ruth (Mrs. Dave VanAuken), Clar- 
ence and Lee. 


Mitchells 


There was a farm steading down the road from the Buchan farm 
owned by Andrew Mitchell. His wife was Jane McGregor, daugh- 
ter of John McGregor. They were the parents of two daughters: 
Ella (deceased), and Mrs. Nettie Adkins of Cedar Rapids. He was 
a Captain in the Civil War. 

The family lived here but a short time and then moved to Nor- 
way. The land was sold and the buildings taken away. 

Mrs. Adkins has two children — Fay, a son, and a daughter, Mrs. 


A. Fuller (Ruth). 


Alexander Montague (1816-1874) 


In 1868, Alexander and Hannah Woods Montague (1817-1900) 
arrived from Illinois in a covered wagon with their family; William, 
and his wife, Emma Woodruf; Daniel, Nell and Mary. Two chil- 
dren had died at an early age, Nancy and John. 

Alexander and older son, William, had come to Lowa the previous 
summer to break prairie and put up some buildings. 

They bought their land from the O'Keefe family, who had moved 
north and east into Linn County, following a mysterious fire which 
had destroyed their straw roofed barn and some horses. 

The original log cabin is still the form of the east side of the ten- 
ant house on the Charles Schrader farm. It was covered with ver- 
tical siding and later with house siding. 

William and Emma Montague built the house on the land now 
owned by Evard Montague. They were the parents of eight chil- 
dren, Bertha (Mrs, Ernest Robertson), Roy, Walter, Florence (Mrs. 
Bert Wagner), Nora (Mrs. Charles Barker), Anna (Mrs. George 
Fahnile ), Ira and Alfred. 

Roy was drowned in the Iowa River in early manhood. He was 
married to Ella Kimm. Bertha, Florence and Nora had no chil- 
dren and alfred never married. 

Walter married Nina Brown on August 26, 1908. To them four 
children were born; Brown (deceased in 1961), Edris (Mrs. Sidney 
Wiese ), Evard and Robert. 
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To Ira and Tena Zabokrtsky, two sons: were born; Melvin and 
Vernon. 


Alexander Montague's daughter, Nell marreid Bernard McQuinn 
and Mary married William G. Rose. 


Daniel Montague married Melissa Troy and they lived in the west 
side of the house of Alexander and Hannah. They had four chil- 
dren; Clio (Mrs. John Primrose), Archie, Blanche (Mrs, Gene 
Williams ) and Henry. 


John and Clio Primrose had two children; Floyd (deceased ) and 
Jessie (Mrs. John Meland). 


Four children were born to Archie and Verna Kimball Montague; 
Ernest, Glen, Marjorie and Richard. Marjorie and Richard died in 
childhood. 


The Archie Montagues still have in their home a chest of drawers 
brought from Indiana in the covered wagon by the Alexander Mon- 
tagues, 


Montagues 
Seated — Hannah (Mrs. Alexander Montague). 
Standing — Archie, Clio (Mrs. John Primrose), Mrs. Dan Montague, | 
Blanche (Mrs. Gene Williams), Henry (in front), and Dan Monta- 
gue. 
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Henry Mueller 


Henry Mueller was born January 19, 1824, at Neukeschen, Ger- 
many. He attended the grade school at Meriana in Duchy of Sax- 
ony. 


He came to America the 2nd of October, 1849, and was married 
to Wilhemena Schaufuhs in January, 1850. From April, 1850, to 
December, 1875, they were members of the Amana Society. Upon 
moving to Norway, their home was where Denniston & Partridge 
Co. now stands. They had twins, a son David and a daughter 
Agusta, who became Mrs. Henry Hoening. 


Henry Mueller did translation from German to English. 


An unusual event in their lives was when Mr. and Mrs. Charles 
Stratton were overnight guests of the Muellers while in Norway 
with a show. 


Exactly 100 years ago there occurred one of the most celebrated 
weddings of all times — that of the midgets, Tom Thumb and La- 
vinia Warren. Tom Thumb and his bride, Lavinia Warren, are 
shown in their wedding clothes a century ago. They were married 
Feb. 10, 1863, before an audience that included members of the 
Astor, Vanderbilt, Belmont and Livingston families. The lavish 
ceremony for the midgets was arranged by showman P. T. Barnum, 
who had immortalized Thumb by exhibiting him to much of the 
world. This picture was given to Mr. and Mrs. Mueller by Charles _ 
Stratton and Louise Warren Stratton. 
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Newton 


Wm. Newton was born in Lancashire, England, and Jane Bryce 
his wife to be, was born in Perthshire, Scotland. They came to the 
United States, where they met and were married. 

In 1873, Wm. and his brother, George Newton, bought the farir 
in St. Clair township trom Jefferson T. Wilson. 

Wm. and Jane lived on this farm and raised eight children: Jen- 
nie, who never married, David, who married Mayme Hoyt, Belle. 
who married Isaac Sheneberger, Annie, whose husband was Clar- 
ence Mayhew, Lena, who was the wife of Norman M. McNee, Will. 
who married Pearl Park, and George A., who married Mina Trimble. 

George A. Newton and his wife, Mina, lived on this farm after 
they were married, and raised their family of three: James, who 
married Betty Primrose, Margaret (Peggy), who married Laurence 
Cooperider, and Bernice, who married Melbert Bieber. 

James and his wife Betty lived on the farm until January of 1961. 
The farm was then sold to G. Becker. 

The Newton’s and their two children, Patricia Ann and Keith, 
then moved to Watkins. 


Charles Nolte 


Charles Nolte was born on January 1, 1867, at Brilon, West- 
falen, Germany, the son of Theodore August and Anna Schulte 
Nolte. 

In 1885 at the age of 18 years he came across to this country, 
arriving in Norway, Iowa, on. March 17th. 

He did all kinds of work, including hauling cream, between 
Norway and Blairstown, for years for the old Norway creamery, 
with a team of mules. On February 8th, 1893, he was married 
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to the former Elizabeth Schmidt. Having saved up enough money 
to start farming, he rented the Adam A. Schulte farm, now owned 
by Al Oberreuter. After 7 years of renting, he bought the Simp- 
son farm southeast of Watkins, later adding the Woods, Fowler, 
and Corbin farms, totaling 480 acres. Louis Nolte now owns the 
home place. 

Five chlidren were born to them: Theodore of Pampa, Texas, 
Jennie, Leo, and Louis, of Watkins, and a son, Charles, who died 
on November 4, 1919. 

His wife passed away on April 4, 1949, and he died on June 
16, 1956, at the age of 89. He had 21 grandchildren and 37 great 
grandchildren. 


William Oberreuter Family 


William H. Oberreuter was born at Danbury in 1884. He was 
the oldest of the family. In 1907 he was united in marriage to 
Louise Schulte, daughter of Adam A. Schulte at St. Michael's 
Church in Norway. They made their home on his father’s farm 
at Danbury and became the parents o ftwo sons, Al and Joe, They 
later moved from Danbury to the Matt A. Schulte form just north- - 
west of Norway. In 1913 William Oberreuter bought from Nohum 
Walker the farm on which William, Jr. now lives located northeast 
of Watkins. The Walkers remained on their home farm until 
their deaths after which William, Sr. moved here. Here were 
born five more children: Clem, Mark, Mary (now Mrs. Glenn Bod- 
dicker), Francis, and William, Jr. 

Many years of hard labor were spent tilling the fields with horses 
and plows. It is believed the house that William, Jr., is living in 
now is one of the oldest in the community. 

After thirty-three years of hard labor William Sr. moved to 
Watkins. In August, 1955, he passed away.. Mrs. William, Sr., 
still resides there and has twenty-eight grandchildren and nine 
great grandchildren. 

William, Jr. took over the operation of the farm in June, 1946, 
when he was united in marriage to Evelyn Callan at Monti, Iowa. 


Charles Pegum 


Charles Pegum, son of Charles, Sr., and Elliasa Grimm, married 
Henrietta Kanke. They lived about five miles south of Norway 
on the place now owned by Lawrence Plotz. Their children were 
Clara, Milo, Marvin, Edna, and Vernon. 
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Mrs. Matilda Jutte Pease 


Mrs. Mathilda Jutte Pease was born in Westfallen, Germany, in 
1864. She came to America at the age of 3 with her father, Henry 
Jutte and two sisters, Mary (Mrs. Nicholas Emanuel) and _ Jose- 
phine (Mrs. Bert Davison), and one brother, Henry Jutte. ‘their 
mother died in Germany. | 

As a young girl she worked in the Amana colonies. She mar- 
ried Rhinehart Seevning in 1879 and they made their home in 
Danbury until his death. They had four children: Peter, who 
died in infancy, William, Kathryn (Mrs. Marvin Listebarger) and 
Lena (Mrs. Louis Michelson). All are deceased, 

In 1891 she was married to J. L. Pease. They had six children: 
Minnie Kephart, Marie Meredith, George Pease and Alma Kolsto. 
Two sons died in anfancy. Grandchildren are: Lucille Listebargei 
Zalesky, Virgil Sevening Tow, Everett Sevening, Maxine Sevening 
Primrose, William Sevening, Marvin and Marlyn Sevening, Mary 
Lou Sevening Madlon, Ronald Sevening, Sharlene Sevening Whit- 
ing, Harold Meredith, Vivian Meredith Albright, James Kolsto, 
J Andrea Kolsto Gibney, Jon Kolsto and Gerald Pease. 

Mr. Pease was born in 1863 in Illinois. He tiled for many years 
and also was a paper hanger and painter. He died in 1926. Mrs 
Pease died in 1988. 

In 1917 thy bought the Union Hotel which they ran until the 
death of Mrs. Pease. It is now remodeled and known as Trosky 
and Folvag apartments. 
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John Pickart 


John Pickart was born in Westphalen Gestarben, Germany on 
January 25, 1826. He emigrated to the United States in 1858 and 
for a time worked in Buffalo, New York, but in the same year 
came to Benton County, lowa, to investigate the country. In the 
late fall of 1858 he returned to Germany and sold his holdings there 
and with his wife and three children, returned to the United States. 

His wife was Angela Becker, and she had been born November 
4, 1824. She was also of Westphalen Gestarben, Germany. The 
three children making the trip with them were Mary Spellerberg, 
Lena Stallman and Frank Pickart. They at once located in Benton 
County, lowa. Here he purchased 100 acres of land and engaged 
in farming. This farm today is known as the Leo Sonka farm. 
As he prospered from year to year and his savings accumulated, 
he added more than 500 acres to his original purchase, besides be- 
coming the owner of 320 acres in Pocahontas County, Iowa. 


John Pickart, Sr., family: front row, Lena, Mother, Mary, Louise. 
Back row, Frank, Henry, John, Jr., Richard. 


Four more children were born to this union: Louise Schulte, 
Henry Pickart, John Pickart, and Richard Pickart. . John Pickart, 
Sr., passed away May 25, 1885, and Mrs. Pickart January 17, 1896. 

John H. Pickart was the son of John and Angela Becker Pickart, 
and was born May 3, 1864. He was educated in the district 
schools of Florence Township and lived on the old homestead 
until after his father’s death. He then moved to the village of 
Norway, where he engaged in merchandising until December 1, 
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1892. He married Louise Brecht, daughter of Lorenz Brecht, who 
was vice president of the Benton County Savings Bank. John 
Pickart, who became cashier of the Benton County Savings Bank, 
was one of the ablest young businessmen and most highly esteemed 
citizen in this section of the state. He was active in educational 
and religious matters being largely instrumental n building both 
the Catholic church and Catholic school of Norway. Mr. Pickart 
was a most devout member of his church and an active worker in 
the extension of it, being vice president of the RCMPS No. 97, of 
Norway, lowa. He was a Democrat in his political affiliation 
and served the Norway Communty well, as one of the first coun- 
cilmen, as town treasurer for six years, and as a school treasurer for 
many years. Mr. and Mrs. John H., Pickart were the parents of 
10 children: Wilma died in infancy, Edward J., Oscar, Rosie, Hilda, 
Lorenz, Alyin, Leah (Sister Marion), Paul and Max. 


Mr. and Mrs. John H., Pickart 


Richard Pickart (1867-1952) 


Richard Pickart and Mary Schulte were married on August 25, 
1890. They farmed far many years on their farm north of Norway, 
now operated by Gordon Wagner. In 1950, they observed their 
60th wedidng anniversary, and Mrs, Pickart died the following 
month. val 

Ten children were born to the Pickarts, and six grew to adult- 
hood — Matthew, Clemons, Richard, Gertrude (Mrs. Bernard Har- 
rington), Angela (Mrs. Clarence Emanuel), and Maurine (Mrs. 
Frank Steenhuyse ). 
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Frank Pickart 


Frank Pickart and Mary Brecht were married in 1880. They had 
the following children; John F. — 1881, Theodore — 1884, Clara — 
1890, Victor — 1892, and Elizabeth — 1897. 

John married Katherine Beyer in 1906. To them four children 
were born; Lellis, Gilbert, Clifford and Marcella. 

In 1907, Theodore married Olga Slezak. Their two children 
were Willatiegne and Frank. 

Katherine married John F. Boddicker in 1905. 

Clara married Frank Sevening in 1913, and they had one son, 
Ervin. 

Victor married Clara Anthony in 1939. 

Elizabeth married Joseph Frese in 1924. To this union four sons 
were born; Franklin, Floyd, Ervin and William. 


Plotz 


Mr. and Mrs. Rudolph Plotz were born in the small village of 
Ceniover, Austria, now a part of Czechoslovakia. They came to 
America in about the year 1884 or 1885 and settled near Home- 
stead, Lowa. 

Mr. Plotz worked for the Amana Colonies (Hand labor). He 
also went with a boat each year and helped repair the dam with 
willow woven poles. In the year of 1902 they moved to a farm 
6 miles southwest of Norway where they spent the rest of their 
lives. | 
Mrs. Plotz passed away May 30, 1921. Mr. Plotz passed away 
February 22, 1925. Their children were: John (deceased), Frank 
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(deceased), Rudolph (deceased), Charlie, Amana, Joe, Norway, 
Anna (Mrs. Joe Petrzelka) Fairfax, Elizabeth (Mrs. Al Schrader) 
Newhall, and Marie (Mrs. John Johnson) Milwaukee, Wisconsin. 


John Primrose 


John Primrose, son of Adam and Janet Wilson Primrose, was 
born Dec. 20, 1836, at Dumbartonshire, Scotland, and came to the 
United States in 1859. 

Juliet MacGregor, daughter of John and jen Robertson Mac- 
Gregor, was born June 28, 1840 at Balmaha, Stirlingshire, Scotland. 
She came with her parents to America in 1851. They settled in New 
York state, where they remained five years, and then came to Lowa. 

John Primrose and Juliet MacGregor were married January 14, 
1862. Their children were: Jean (Mrs. James Pirie), Elizabeth 
(Mrs. Lars Norland), James, John, William, Adam, Susania (Mrs. 
Isaac Lichty ), Jennet (Mrs. Lawrence Schlotterbeck), Jesse, Alex- 
ander M. and Marguerite (Mrs. Samuel Bradley). Their son, Jes- 
se, died in early childhood. 

John Primrose died April 28, 1907, at Cedar Rapids, lowa, and 
his wife died April 17, 1916. Of this family only one son, Alexand- 
er, survives. He now lives in Des Moines, lowa. 

Descendents of this pioneer family still living in Norway are 
Lloyd Primrose, Dwayne Primrose, Mrs. George Brosh, Mrs. John 
Primrose, and Chester Schlotterbeck. 


Tarlton Riley 


Tarlton Riley was born in Ross County, Ohio, in 1826 and came 
to lowa County, Iowa in 1851. His wife, Nancy McRoberts Riley, 
was born in Virginia in 1833, They owned 160 acres of land four 
miles southeast of Norway, just across the county line in Iowa 
County. Tarlton was the son of Alexander W. Riley, a veteran of 
the war of 1812. During the Civil War, Tarlton was drafted into 
service and being the father of several small children he offered — 
one half of his farm, eighty acres, to anyone who would take his 
place in the army. Rody Carl, a neighbor who owned an adjoining 
farm, went. Although he was not engaged in any battles he was 
the recipient of the eighty acres of land. Mr. and Mrs. Riley were 
the parents of nine children: Jackson, Flora (Mrs. John Frick ), 
Jane, Ibbie (Mrs. Lewis Taylor), William, Clara, (Mrs, Jared Mc- 
Adow), Lucy, Leon, and Mabel (Mrs. Thomas Millard). Mrs. 
Riley died in 1589 and Mr. Riley died in 1897. 
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Andrew Jackson (Jack) Riley 


Andrew Jackson (Jack) Riley, oldest son of Tarlton and Nancy 
McRoberts Riley, was born in lowa County in 1856. In 1882 he 
married Clara Williams, who was born in Owen County, Indiana, 
in 1863. They bought 120 acres of land four miles southeast of 
Norway from John Blackman, which they farmed until they retired 
in Norway in 1910. Later they moved to Cedar Rapids. Their 
family of ten children were: Earl, Leslie, Bessie (Mrs, Frank 
Brown), Neil, Nena (Mrs. White), Ethel (Mrs. Kinne), Faye 
(Mrs. Apfel), Evan, Ernest and Lois (Mrs. Ed. Mrstik). 


William A. Riley 


William A. Riley, son of Tarlton and Nancy Riley, was born 
in Iowa County in 1864, four miles southeast of Norway. When 
a young man he purchased 80 acres of land two and a quarter 
miles south of Norway, to which he later added another eighty 
acres. 

In 1894 he married Elizabeth Buchan, daughter of William 
and Elizabeth Buchan of Canada. Mrs. Riley died in 1902. Their 
children were: Chester, Lucile (Mrs, Hubert Marquis) and Wal- 
lace. Mr. Riley retired in Cedar Rapids, where he died in 1954. 


Mr. and Mrs. William A. Riley 
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Lars Risdale Family 


Lars Risdale lievd on what is now the Sebetka farm. He and his 
wife, Elsie Ellingson, were the parents of eight children: Nora (Mrs 
Lewis Johnson, deceased ), Lillian (Mrs. O. K. Roger), Ella (Mrs. 
Elmer Kusel), Chester (wife, Edna Snell), Mabel (Mre. Chester 
Hagan ), Gladys (Mrs. Walter Rinderknecht ), Lavern (Mrs. Charles 
Hagan ), and Evelyn (Mrs. Kenneth Hagan). 

Atter the death of Mrs. Risdale, the farm was sold to Lester 


Sebetka. 


The Rosdails 


The Rosdail ancestors came from around Stavanger, Norway. 
16. They sailed ina sloop and were on the water a total of 97 days. 
They settled at first in Kendall, New York and later moved to Nor- 
way, Illinois. In 1850, Ove Rosdail was living in Middlepoint, II- 
linois wth hs wfe, Gertrude, and two daughters, Malina and Emily. 
He was a postinaster, justice of peace, carpenter, cabinet mager, 
blacksmith and farmer. He was also an innkeeper, an auctioneer, 
and real estate agent. Later he had two sons, Jacob and Dan. His 
first wite died in 1862. 

In 1876, when Ove was 66, he married Martha Hoganson, a wi- 
dow. He had become interested in land out in lowa and the two 
came to Benton County, where he bought a 160 acre farm 4 miles 
east of Norway. Ove’'s son, Jacob, moved to Iowa a year later and 
took over the farm. Ove died in 1890. 

After his death, Jake bought the farm. He was said to be a good 
ball player, and he liked to play the fiddle. He bought one of the 
first buggies in the neighborhood, and all the young bloods wanted 
to use is, so he hired it out to them for $1.00 per night. 

Jake married Emma Hendrickson, but she died with her first 
child as a result of diptheria, particularly contagious that year. 

Jake returned to Illinois and married Caroline Erickson, daughter 
of “Bg Tom’ and Julia Pearson Erickson. They came back to Iowa_ 
right after their marriage and settled down on the Benton County 
farm. They raised seven sons and one daughter; Orvie, Jesse, Ger- 
trude, Leroy, Erick, Jacob, Calvin and Glenn. Jake built a big, 
modern home in 1902, which was noted in the communtiy for its 
fine woodwork, rl 

Jake and Caroline spent the later years of their lives in the Nor- 
way and Walford vicinity. Jake died in the severe winter of 1929, 
and Caroline in 1936, at the age of 77. 
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Mr. and Mrs. Jake Rosdail 


William Rose 


William Rose was born in Uniontown, Pa., May 1, 1844. He 
came to Illinois in March, 1863, at the age of 18, and worked on 
a farm until the next January, when he came to lowa. He worked 
for his uncle near Watkins for $10 per month. Here he was mar- 
ried to Mary Ellen Jones in 1866. She was born in Ottawa, Il- 
jinois, in 1847 and came to Iowa in 1864 to make her home with 
her grandmother, Anna Leonard. 


the late 60's bought 80 acres at $45 per acre. Their family of ten 
children were Frank, James, George, Nettie (Mrs. Tobin), Maude 
(Mrs. Adam Primrose), Belle (Mrs. Porter Rose), Arthur, and 
William, Edith and Nellie died in childhood. They celebrated 
their golden wedding at their family home, three and one half 
miles southeast of Norway in 1916. They were affectionately 
known as Pop and Mother Rose by old and young. Later they 
retired to a home in Norway. 
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Mr. and Mrs. William Rose 


William G. Rose (1856-1935) 


William G. Rose was born in DeKalb County, Illinois in 1856, 
the son of George and Lucy Stickle Rose, natives of Vermont. While 
the family was living in Illinois, the father died at an early age. The 
mother and her only child, William, moved to lowa and made their 
home on a farm south of Norway. 

Here William attended country school, later attended Iowa State 
University at Ames, and a business college at Keokuk. He taught 
school for one year. | 

In 1884 he married Mary Montague, daughter of the Alexander 
Montagues, and they owned the farm now owned by Charles Schra- 
der. 

Mr. Rose served actively in public affairs, holding several town- 
ship and local oftices. 

Mr. and Mrs. Rose were the parents of six children: John, William, 
Marion, Porter, Rena and Howard. 

John married Blanche Novak and they had one son, Lester, now 
of Urbana. William married Magdalene Amundsen and to them 
five children were born; Alice, (Mrs. Noble Brockschink), Lewis 
Mary (deceased ), Walter and Hazel (Mrs. Don Whitson). Marion 
Rose married Albert Cole and they had four children; William, 
Harold, Geraldine and Margaret. Porter Rose married Belle Rose 
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Holets. Rena lived in Chicago for many years and at present is a 
patient in the Vinton hospital. Howard married Clara Uthoff and 
they farm southeast of Norway. 


Mr. and Mrs. W. G. Rose 
Taken on their Fiftieth Wedding 
Anniversary 
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DOUG HANSEN 


for all Electrical and Plumbing Work 
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William Russell 


William Russell and his wife, Margaret Buchan Russell, came by 
ship from Kinrosshire, near Edinburgh, Scotland, to Woodstock, On- 
tario, Canada, about 1845. When nearing the coast of Newfound- 
land, their baby contracted measles and died, and was buried in the 
Gulf of St. Lawrence. | 

They made their home in Canada until about 1864, then came to 
the United States and Iowa where they made their home on a farm 
near Norway. 

The family consisted of two sons and five daughters, all born in 
Canada. They were William, Andrew R., Margaret (Mrs. James 
Rogers), Anna (Mrs. John Mitchell), Jean (Mrs. Joseph Tomlin- 
son), Jessie (Mrs. James Hibben), and Mary (Mrs. David McNee). 
The maternal grandmother, Mrs. Buchan, and her two year old 
grandson, John, made their home with them. 

Jean and Jessie attended Tilford Academy in Vinton and taught 
school a number of years, 

John Buchan, age 91, is still living in Cedar Rapids. 


William Russell Family 
Back row, left to right — Jessie, Jean, Andrew, Annie, Mary Rus- 
sell. Front row — Margret (daughter), William, Margret, Willian 
(son) Russell. 
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Albert Harmon Schloeman 


Albert Harmon Schloeman was born November 28, 1808, in Ger- 
many. In 1847, he and his family of seven crossed the Atlantic 
by sailboat and landed at New Orleans at Christmas time. The 
citrus trees were in bloom. Daughter Jane (Mrs. Fred Brock- 
~schink) was four years old when they crossed the ocean. 

They went to St. Louis that same winter by way of the Missis- 
sippi River. Ice breakers came to their rescue while on the Missis- 
sippi. 

Mr. Schloeman found work in the sugar refinery in St. Louis. 
During the cholera epidemic in St. Louis all his family died in 
two days time except himself and his daughter, Jane. 

In August of 1851 they came to lowa by way of Muscatine and 
were among the first settlers that made up the communal prop- 
erty arrangement group known as the Jasper Colony. These mem- 
bers settled on the junction of Price and Willow Creek, four miles 
south of Norway, about 0 rods southeast of the Noble Brockschink 
home at the present time in Lenox Township, lowa County. 


- SPER id et gin inte pommpcaE 


Anna Marie Elizabeth 


Albert Harmon Schloeman Schloeman, second wife of 
Born 1808 Albert Harmon 
Died 1875 Born 1803 
Died 1887 
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Between 1851 and 1855 Albert Harmon Schloeman -remarried 
to Anna Marie Elizabeth Uthoff, who was born in 1803, (a sister 
of Caspar Uthotf). She was also among the Jasper Colony mem- 
bers. No children were born to this union. She helped raise Jane. 

Albert Harmon Schloeman gave missionary talks on the teach- 
ings of the New Church in the Davis Schoolhouse in Ely and Solon 
vicinity, and also in his local community. He died in 1875, 

Due to the fact Mir. Schloeman died so suddenly, his grave was 
left open for a week, and was inspected each day to sale sure he 
was really dead. 

His second wife taught German and religion. She staved with 
Mr. and Mrs. Fred Brockschink after her husband’s death. She 
died in 1887, 

Harmon Schloeman purchased 180 acres from the United States 
Government in 1855 for 75c¢ an acre during Pres. Franklin Pierce's 
administration. This farm is now owned by Noble Brockschink, 
a great grandchild of Harmon Schloeman. Mrs. Henry Brock- 
schink still lives in part of the house Harmon Schloeman. built. 


Ernest Henry Schloeman, Sr. 


Ernest H, Schloeman, Sr., was born 1519 and died in 1895. His 
wife Anna Marie (Voss), a sister of Mrs. Carl Schlueter, was bor 

1819 and died in 1882. 

In 1847 Mr. Schloeman and his family lett Bielefeld, Wesphalia, 
Germany and landed at New Orleans, La., atter 11 weeks on a sail 
boat, 

Ernest El. Schloeman, Sr., found work in a sugar refinery in St. 
Louis, Mo. He had been a weaver of linens in Germany, 

ln August, 1851, they came to Lowa County and were members 
of the Jasper Colony. 

Their son, William, was 21. weeks old when they came to Am- 
erica. Son Henry [larmond was born in St. Louis in 1850 and 
died in 1879. The other children, John F., August N., born 1654. 
Mary (Mrs. James Tamblyn) born 1857, Ernest H. Jr., Matilda 
(Mrs. Frank Conklin) born 1864, and died 1939, were all born on 
the farm 3% miles south of Norway (Elmer Schulte now owns this 
farm). All direct descendants are now dead. 

Ernest Hl. Schloeman, Sr., used to walk to Marengo with six 
dozen eggs, a roll of butter, sell these products, and pay his taxes 
for his farm with this money, and still had some money left. 
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Ernest Henry and Anna Marie Voss Schloeman, Sr. 


AUGUST N. SCHLOEMAN 
In 1894, August N, Schloeman married Mary Schnetzler, who 
was born in Gashlingér Canton, St. Chatthausen, Switzerland in 
1867. 
\ir. Schloeman died on the same farm he was born, in 1931. 
Mrs. Schloeman died in 1950. 
Their two sons, Warren EL. and Donald C., live in Cedar Rapids. 


Schloemans 
William at far right and his brothers, John and August, and sister 
Mary Schloeman Tamblyn. 
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History of Schloeman and 
Brown Families 


The Iowa history of these families dates back to 1851, twelve 
years before the town of Norway, lowa was founded. In the sum- 
mer of 1851, 17 families migrated to Lenox Township, lowa County, 
Iowa. ‘The families came from St. Louis, Missouri. One of these. 
families was that of Erust H. Schloeman. He brought his wife, 
Anna Marie (Voss) Schloeman and two small sons, J. William, born 
in Germany in 1847, and Henry H., born in St. Louis in 1850. 


Five more childern were born to this couple while they lived in 
Lenox Township (south of Norway 3 miles). These children were 
John F., the first white child born in Lenox Township, August N., 
Anna Maria, Ernest H. Jr., and Amelia. 


John F. is the only one of the seven having a descendant living 
in the Norway community. Henry O. lives on the farm 2 miles 
south of Norway. This farm is the one his parents bought and mov- 
ed on in 1879. 


Meanwhile, Eber Green Brown, a native of North Carolina, and 
his wife Harriet (Conkliw) Brown, a lady who could trace her 
American history back to the year 1638 (or before). (1638 hap- 
pens to be 150 years before the Revolutionary War.) Moved to 
Florence Township, Benton County, Iowa, to a farm 2 miles south 
of what was to become Norway, Iowa. 


This family came to Iowa from Indiana. They brought 5 chil- 
dren with them. The children were Ann (Mrs. Stephen Sabin), 
Linda (Mrs. Chas. Manville), Phoebe (Mrs. Fred Taylor), Jasper 
and Newton Brown. On Oct. 7, 1861, another daughter, Isa, (who 
became, two days after her 18th birthday, the bride of John F. 
Schloeman ) joined this family. 


Mr. and Mrs. John F. Schloeman had four children: Linnie E. 
(1881-1931) was Benton County Superintendent of schools before 
she was 30 years old. Lillian Lois (1895-1917) was a teacher and 
singer up to the day of her untimely death. Dorothy Marie (1877-) 
a teacher in Syracuse, New York. She has a daughter Margaret 
Towner, the first woman Presbyterian minister. 


The betore mentioned Henry O., was a World War I veteran. 
He was married to Ruth T. Jones of Clarke County, Iowa, Aug. 20, 
1920. This couple has a daughter, Marjorie (Schloeman) Mc- 
Dowell who lives in Vinton, Iowa. 
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Mr. and Mrs. John FP. Schloeman — Parents of Henry O. Schloeman 


J. William Schloeman 


J. Win, Schloeman was born April 11, 1847, in Bieleteldt, Germa- 
ny, in the village of Mindow, near Berlin. He came with his parents 
EK. WH. Schloeman Sr., and Anna Marie Voss Schloeman, in a sail 
boat to America, when he was only 21 weeks old. He was the old- 
est child in the E. H. and AnnaMarie Voss Schloeman tamily. His 
brother, Henry Herman, was born in St. Louis, Mo., JohnF., August 
N., Anna Marie Schloeman Tamblvn, Ernst H. Jr. and Amelia Sch- 
loeman Condklin were all born on the farm in lowa County. (The 
liner Schulte farm of today. ) 

J. Wm. Schloeman married Margaret Volz, daughter of Christo- 
pher Martin Volz. To this union were born William Jr., Melrose, 
Ed, Anna Lehnen Riley, Ida Buttrefield, Clara Marie Parks and 
Bertha Burmeister. They lived about 2 miles south of Norway. 
Herbert Schulte now lives on this place, 

The lovely hard maple trees that are on the New Jerusalem 
Church grounds (4 miles south of Norway) were planted by J. Win. 
Schloeman in about 1906. This family was and still is active in the 
New Jerusalem Church work. 


— Johann Fredr Schlueter 


Johann Fredr Schlueter was one of the three trustees of the 
Jasper Colony, whose name appears on the United States of Am- 
erica General Land Office Document. His wife was Cathern Voss 
(sister of Myrs. Ernest If. Schloeman, Sr.). 
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He was a carpenter and cabinet maker. 

Their children were Henry, Carl, Peter, Mary Amn (Mrs. Adam 
Wolf) and Anna (Mrs. Leahy). 

Their home was 4 miles S. and & mile W. of Norway and Rav- 
mond Ballards now live in this house. 

Mr. Schlueter first built a log cabin about 40 rods south of this 
house and lived in this cabin while he built the above home. 

He built a kiln, west of the above home, and made the bricks 
fo rthis home, Schultz home, and Albert Harmon Schloeman home. 
All three were ‘the very early pioneer homes in the Norway area 
made of bricks. All these homes still stand. 

Th stage coach road went real close by this home on top of 
the hill and went northeast through the timber. 


An Early Pioneer Honie Built in 1566 by Johann Fredr Schlueter 


Mrs. and Mrs. John Schmidt, Sr. 


Josephine Schulte came to this country in 1861 with her parents, 
the Charles Schultes. Several years later, John Schmidt arrived. 
He immediately found work at the Amanas helping to dig the 
race with oxens and wooden plows. This is the same race that is 
there today. After they got married, they bought a farm which has 
been in the Schmidt family some 90 years. Taxes in those days for 
40) acres was $1.92. This land in those days was called Prairie land, 
There werent any fences and often they would walk 5 to 10 miles 
to round up their herd of cattle. The only way they would know 
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that they were getting near their herd, would be hy the sound of 
the bells that were worn around the cattle’s neck. They would 
always carry a large stick tor protection, as there were a lot of dan- 
gerous snakes. : 

Often at night when there would be moonlight, they would see 
out of the windows, large herds of timber wolves looking for food. 
Later fences were built out of wooden rails. At the time this land 
was bought there were Mesquakee Indians living near the creek in_ 
huts, they did a lot of fishing and hunting. They would often beg 
the Schmidts for food and tobacco, but never harmed anyone, La- 
ter they moved out as the land was sold. 

Eleven children were born to this union, Margaret, John Jr., 
Charles, Mary Smith, Buhrman, Lizzy Nolte, Gertie Maag, Louise 


Joseph Schmuecker 


Norway had been known only five years when Joseph Schmuecker 
at the age of 18 came from Rosenbeck, Germany, to settle and make 
a home in this vicinity. He first came to the John Schmidt home. 

Joseph worked around the community and in 1876 married Kath- 
erine Boddicker, daughter of John and Elizabeth (Peiper) Boddic- 
ker. 

Joseph bought 160 acres of land north of Watkins and settled 
there to raise his family of 12 children. Elizabeth Schulte, of 
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Plankington, South Dakota; Henry, deceased; Lena Smith, Cedar 
Rapids; John, deceased; Vera Parr, Blairstown; Joseph, deceased; 
Gertrude Schmidt, Williamsburg; Mary Alberts, Cedar Rapids, Ber- 
tha Brecht, Watkins; Charlie, deceased; Leo and Alfred, both of 
Watkins. 

Joseph Schmuecker attended the State fair soon after he started 
farming. There he saw demonstrated his first manure spreader. He- 
was amazed at the efficiency of such a piece of farm equipment. 
He still could not understand too much English, but enough to sign 
an order for a manure spreader to be delivered to him at Watkins. 
In due time the train arrived and he was the owner of one carload 
of manure spreaders. He was very confused and embarrassed be- 
cause he had let some salesman sell him one carload instead of one 
spreader. He made good his mistake and sold them all in this vicin- 
ity. This made Joseph the true pioneer in the sales of manure 
spreaders in this community. 


Adam Schulte 


Adam Schulte was born in Rosenbeck, Germany in 1859. He was 
the youngest of six children of the Karl Schulte family, His mother’s 
maiden name was Anna Marie Nolte. 

The family.came to this country when Adam was one and one half 
years of age. With his parents and brothers John, Joseph, and Char- 
les and sisters Elizabeth (Becker), and Josephine (Schmidt), they 
settled on the now Arthur C. Schulte homestead. 

Adam could tell many stories of early days; how plentiful the 
wild game and fish were, how tall the prairie grass was where he 
played and herded the milk cows. He could recall one day when he 
was little that an Indian stood at the cabin door; his father who was 
very frightened thought of a clay pipe which one of the sons had 
bought. He filled it with tobacco, lit it and handed it to the Indian 
who also took a smoke and seemed real pleased. One day while 
on the prairie herding cows with his brothers, an Indian rode up on 
his pony. He wanted something, but the boys couldn't figure out 
his sign language. He was somewhat angry and got off his pony 
and tried to dig a hole in the earth. He then showed them he want- 
ed to take a drink from the hole. This was his way of saying that he 
was thirsty. They never had any trouble from the red man, even 
when the Indians camped on Indian Hill, when they were moving 
from one campsite to another. 

On March 1, 1881, Adam was marriel to Louise Pickart, at St. 
Michael's Church at Norway. They were the parents of seven sons 
and two daughters. One daughter, Marie Anne and three sons are 
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deceased, Adam A. of Fairfax and Joseph A. and Matt A. of Norway. 
The living children are Charles A., John A., and William A., of Nor- 
way, Henry A. of Cedar Rapids, and Mrs. Louise irvattus of 
Watkins. There are forty living grand children, eighty-five great 
grand children and nine great great grand children. 

During his life time, Rea acquired about 2,000 acres of tana! all 
of which is still in the family and being farmed by grandsons and 
their families. 

The first home was about four miles northwest of Norway on Mud 
Creek. After a few vears, Adam bought the Johnson farm, a mile 
northwest of Norway. Later, when the sons were able to help, he 
bought the Buchanan farm southeast of Norway where the family 
lived till about 1913, when they came back to the farm on the edge 
of Norway. They retired to Norway in 1927. Some years later, 
they returned to the farm. They spent some time with their other 
children as Mrs. Schulte needed extra care. After 1933 they stayed 
for the remainder of their lives with their son Matt. Mrs. Schulte 
died in February, 1934.) Mir. Schulte passed away in December, 
1944, when he fell and broke his hip. 


Charles Schulte, Jr. 


In the vear 1861, Charles Schulte, Jr., came to America with his 
parents, Charles Schulte, Sr., his three brothers, Joseph, John, and 
Adam, and his two sisters, Josephine and Elizabeth. Charles Schul- 
te, Sr., originated from Rosenbeck, Germany. He was a sheep herd- 
er there, Charles, Jr. was eleven vears old when the family started 
out. They came across the water on a ship, which took sixteen 
weeks, and there were only a few people here when they arrived. 
It was still Indian territory, not even a townsite, Charles Schulte, 
Sr, had a sum of German gold with which he purchased a home- 
stead from Lars Tow. This homestead was known as Cues Grove, 
and was located one and one half miles west of Norway. Now, 
this time, there was only a small log cabin on the place. Charles Jr. 
grew to manhood, and worked and became a self made man in the 
true sense of phrase. After his marriage to Mary Boddicker in 1875 
they raised a family of twelve children. He hewed the timber in the 
middle of winter, tilled the soil from early dawn until far into the 
evening, and only worked harder as his expenses began to rise. As 
each child was born, he was determined to save more, and his one 
desire was to provide for all. Through skillful farming and thrift, 
Charles was not only able to provide for his own, but gave uncount- 
ed sums to charity. He provided cash to build the Norway St. 
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~ Michael's Church and school, and other public buildings, but never 
once did he seek a reward in a form ot public otfice. It was his 


wish to remain in the background, away from the limelights. His 
fainily consisted of six sons, Charles, Joseph, John, Adam, Albert, and 


Arthur, and six daughters; Mrs. Henry Frese, Mrs. John Stallman, 


Mrs. B. Hl. Luchrsmann, Mrs. N. J. Schinker, Mrs. Charles Stallman. 
and Mrs. Herman Kahle. Mr. Schulte gave each of his sons 120 
acre farms, and each of his daughters cash, equal to the value of a 
farm. When his last son, Arthur, got married, he turned over to 
him the home place and moved into retirement at Norway. His 
son, Arthur, is now retired and lives in Norway, Arthur, Jr., the 
grandson of Charles Jr.. and great grandson of Charles Sr., lives on 
the homestead. The home that was built by father and son was 
torn down and a new home built on this same homestead in 1940. 

Charles and Mary Schulte celebrated their Golden Wedding anni- 
versary on February 17, 1925. They celebrated their 60th wedding 
anniversary on February 17, 1935. Mrs. Schulte passed away on 
January 19, 1937, at the age of 82. Charles passed away December 
4, 1939, at the age of 56. 


Karl Schulte family: front row, Elizabeth, Father, Mother, Jose- 
phine. Back row, John, Joseph, Adam, Charles. 


The Schultz Family 


All of the children of the Jacob and Anna Marie (Sass) Schultz 
family, except John, the oldest, came to the United States, from 
Mecklenburg, Germany, in the spring of 1865, Carl came to Amer- 
ica, and to Marion, Lowa. 

The next year, 1866, Joachim and his sister, Dorothea, came. In 
1867, Dorothea was married to Henry Burmeister, and they lived 
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on the Burmeister farm 4 miles south of Watkins, and lived there 
until retiring in 1912, at which time they moved to Marengo. 

Joachim, married to Mary Schrader in 1869, farmed near New- 
hall, in Benton County, for several years, then came to lowa County 
in 1885, and purchased the farm now known as the ‘Henry Witten- 
burg farm’ from Mrs. John Burmeister, (Henry's mother) and lived 
there until retiring to Cedar Rapids. 

Henry came next, in 1869, at the age of 19 years, and stayed and 
worked for Henry Burmeister. They moved to the State of Oregon, 
and lived there for about 11 years. When Mrs, Schultz's brother 
died, they came back to lowa County, to care for her aged mother, 
who lived on, and owned the farm later known as the Henry Schultz 
farm, now owned by his son and daughter, Wiliam and Alice. Mrs. 
Schultz died in 1934, and Henry died in 1951, at the age of 101 
years. Five children were born to the family: Henry, Charles, Mame, 


Alice, and William. 
John See 


John See, son of Gotleib and Mary See, was born near Ely in 
1848. There was a railroad near their farm home and when 
John was a boy, he and his brother noticed a bridge washout and 
tlagged an approaching train. They then helped carry ties and 
logs out of the nearby timber with which to repair the damage, 
and the train proceeded on its way. For this the boys were re- 
warded with lifelong passes on the Burlington and Northern rail- 
road, which later became the Rock Island line. 


John was married to Mary Kreischer, daughter of Jacob and 
Mary Kreischer. She was born near Solon in 1854. They came to 
this community about 1877, where they bought land from Ostrand- 
ers and Maybowers, four miles southeast of Norway in lowa Coun- 
ty. Here they lived many years. Rather than drive his tired work 
horses to Norway for their meager supply of groceries, Mr. See 
would walk the four miles, carrying a basket of eggs. Once when 
the sale of three dozen eggs, did not cover the price of one spool 
of thread, one package of yeast and one pound of coffee, he re- 
turned with only a portion of the coffee. 

Mr. and Mrs. See built a small house and retired on a part of 
the farm. Their son, William, operated the farm until his retire- 
ment to Cedar Rapids in 1959. The Sees’ six children were Carrie 
(Mrs, Alfred Paul), Ella (Mrs. William Dahnke), Jacob, William, 
Mabel (Mrs. Dee Fitzgibbons) and Gladys (Mrs. William Ut- 
hoff). 
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Mr. and Mrs. John See 


Sacob and Lena Sevening 


Jacob Sevening was born August 24, 1856, in Brieten, Reinbieu- 
sen, Germany. He came to this country at the age of 16, arriving 
in Chicago. From there he went to Carroll, lowa, where he lived 
for 5 vears before coming to Norway. 

On November 4, 1882, he married Lena Smith. To this union 
there were born ten children: the eldest, who was killed in a hunt- 
ing accident at the age of 16, There were nine girls: Julia Bod- 
dicker, Anna Frimiml, Elizabeth Schulte, Tillie Frimml, Lena Bod- 
dicker, Kathryn Volz, Ida Pickart, and lrene Sevenng, and Ethel 
Sevening who died in 1901 at the age of three weeks. 

The present family home was erected in 1901-on the site of the 
original homestead. The old house was moved west until the 
new house was completed. 

On October 6, 1913, Jacob died, leaving the farm to his wife 
and surviving daughters. 

Frank Volz came to lowa from Leota, Kansas, at the age of 19. 
He worked for the Sevenings for a time and later married one of 
the daughters, Kathryn, on September 8, 1915. They lived on the 
farm and purchased same in 1919. They had eight children, all 
of whom were born and reared in the present home. The children 
are: Lorene, now Mrs. Clem Oberreuter of Marengo; Vernon of 
Carter Lake; Clarence of Amana; Hazel, now Mrs, Leonard Stall- 
man of Fairfax; Wilbert of Watkins; Loretta, now Mrs. Clarence 
Schmidt, Norway; Mary, now Mrs. Robert Zinkula of Mt. Vernon, 
and David. 
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The Volzes lived on this farm all the years that they farmed until 
November, 1949, when they moved to their present home in Nor- 
way. 

David has been renting the land since shortly after his marriage 
to the former Susan Primrose ot Norway, on September $8, 1949. 


E. E. THOMAS 
REAL ESTATE BROKER 
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William Schulte 


William Schulte was born to Johu and Gertrude Boddicker Schul- 
te January 9, 1877. 

fle was united in marriage to Anna Brecht, daughter of Andrew 
and Mary Frese Brecht on June 14, 1904.) To this union were born 
five children, one daughter and four sons: Marie, Wilbert, Wallace. 
Richard, and Lester W.) Mr: Schulte lived all his lite on a farm 4 
miles northwest of Norway. Ile passed away February 7, 1932. 

Marie, who married Kenneth Brecht, farms north of Norway. 
Wilbert, who married Gerrie Lefebure farms east of Norway, Wal- 
lace, who married Marcella Boddicker, resides in Norway. Richard 
who married Viola Frimml, farms south of Marengo. Lester W.. 
who married Eula Farrell, resides in Norway. 
Mr. Schulte had five brothers and four sisters: John, Joe, Frank, 
August, Mrs. Richard (Mary) Pickart, Mrs. John (Bertha) Frese, 
and Mrs. Joe (Anna) Walter, all of whom are deceased and Mrs. 
Gertrude Hibbon and Charles Schulte who now reside in Cedar 
Rapids. Also living are 15 grandchildren and 9 great-grandchildren., 
Mrs, Anna Schulte, his wife, now resides in Norway. 

Mr. Springer married Janette Mitchel and the yived in the house 
Thev raised five children to manhood, three girls and two boys. 
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Jacob Springer (1824-1911) 


— Jacob Springer and his wife were the first settlers in St. Clair 
Township. Thev came to Lowa in 1$52 and settled on the land now 
owned by Leo Nolte and Nell Kahle. 

Mr. Springer was born in Favette County, Pennsvivania, on Jan- 
uary 21, 1824. Ile married Eliza McCormic on March 11, 1845. 
Thev raised five children to maturity, three girls and two bovs, 
One son, Hugenc, was in the Civil War and died in service in 1865. 

The Springers came to lowa by team, crossing the Mississippi 
River at Muscatine on a horse ferry boat. They arrived in St. Clair 
‘Township on July 9, 1852, and Mr, Springer put up a tent for his 
family to live in until a log cabin could be built. At that time there 
was but one family living between him and Cedar Rapids, no fam- 
lies north until near Vinton and no settlers within: 15 miles west. 
The Jasper Colony and a few families lived south. near the Iowa 
River. 

Jacob Springer was a natural leader of men and was active in 
civic and political affairs during his lifetime. 

Mrs. Springer preceded him in death by several years and he 
made his home with his daughter, Mary (Mrs. fabez Bowers), on 
what is now the Harry Wolfe farm. 

Other children born to Jacob and Eliza Springer were — Adah 
(Mrs. Chas, Miller), Annie (Mrs. Julis Clausen) and Ira. 


Thomas T. Strand 


Thomas T. Strand was born in Strand, Norway, Europe, in 1837, 
and immigrated to America in 1856. He was one of the first Nor- 
wegian immigrants to locate near Norway, lowa. He was married 
to Anna Tysdale in 1862. She had emigrated from Tysdale, Nor- 
way, Europe, in 1861. | 

On May 11, 1863, Thomas T. Strand purchased 98 acres of land, 
located 24 miles northeast of Norway, from John and Eliza Spang- 
ler for the sum of $500. In 1870 an additional 80 acres was pur- 
chased from Alexander Johnson and William McKinnon. The 
Strands lived on the farm until Mr. Strand’s death in 1897. Soon 
after Mr. Strand’s death, Mrs. Strand moved to Noway where she 
lived until her death in 1911. 

The Strands were the parents of six children, namely: Martha, 
Thomas T., Andrew, Julia, Ann, Celia and Benjamin. Thomas 
and Andrew married, the other four died early in life. 

The Strands were devout Quakers, and it was on their farm 
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that a Quaker Meeting House was built by several Quaker families 
living in the area, tor their place of worship. 

Mrs. Anna Strand sold the farm to John L. Johnson. Owners 
since his death were Ole J. Johnson, Cora Johnson, Gus Tow, and 
the present owners, Mr. and Mrs, Chester Tow. 


The Louis Stallman Family 


Louis Stallman was born in Twiste Walduck, Germany, in 1850. 
He was 17 years of age when he arrived in Norway, lowa, having 
come to this country with a group of other immigrants. 

The story was told by Mr. Stallman that the train failed to stop 
at Norway and he and the rest of the party walked back from 
Blairstown,. Mr. Stallman carrying a three year old girl who later 
became Mrs. James Pease. 

Louis worked at the blacksmith trade for seven years and in 
1875 he was united in marriage to Angela Pickart, who had been 
born in Rosenbeck, Germany, in 1855. She had immigrated to this 
country at the age of three. Father John of St. Michael's performed 
the ceremony. After their marriage they moved to a farm north- 
‘east of Norway, where Mr, Stallman continued to do blacksmith 
work as well as farming. 

Nine children were born to this union. Two died at the age of 
9 and 11 with diphtheria, Mary Leise of Wynot, Nebraska, deceased. 
John, deceased, Helen Boddicker of Norway, William of Fairtax, 
Richard, deceased, Charles, deceased, and Erma Boddicker -of New- 


hall. 


Mr. and Mrs. Louis Stallman celebrated their golden wedding in | 
1925, Mr. Stallman passed away in 1929 and Mrs. Stallman: passed | 


away in 1936. 


Mr. and Mrs. Louis Stallman 
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James T. Springer (1853-1944) 

James T. (Dory) Springer, the son of Sam and Sarah Core Sprin- 
ger, was born in 1853. 

He and his father were druggists in Norway for many years. 

Mr. Springer married Janette Mitchel and they lived in the house 
now owned by Perry Light, from their marriage until Mrs. Sprin- 
ger died in 1936. They had three children; Harry, Elsie (Mrs. John 
Guddall) and Gertrude (Mrs. Chas. Buchanan ). 

James Springer was active in Norway civic affairs, and serving 
as Mayor and Town Marshal. 


William ‘Taylor (1810-1865) 


William Taylor was born on July 24, 1810 in New Hampshire. 
In 1844 he married Elizabeth Wilkins in DuPage County, Illinois. 
‘hey arrived in Benton County in 1856 and settled on the land 
now owned by Glen Schulte. Mrs. Taylor's parents, the Anson 
Wilkins, lived nearby and Mr. Wilkins was postmaster of the Linn, 
wood post office in the same area. The post office was discon- 
tinued on May 19, 1863. 

Mr. and Mrs. Taylor's children were Alfred, Lewis, Addie, Wil- 
liam and Agnes. Alfred Taylor was born in DuPage County, II- 
linois, on July 30, 1851, married Phebe Brown, daughter of Eber 
and Harriet Brown in 1874. They moved from Benton County 
to Northern lowa, Dakota, and settled permanently in Alliance, 
Alberta, Canada. 3 

Lewis E. Taylor married Wilhemina Riley, daughter of Tarlton 
Riley and remained on the home place. Two sons were born to 
the Taylors, Leland and Raymond. Leland farmed on the home 
farm and married Mary Holets of Fairfax. To them two sons 
were born, Lewis and William. William now lives in Texas and 
Lewis married Marlys Paulsen of Newhall. They now live in Ce- 
dar Rapids and have one daughter, Barbara. 

Addie Taylor married Dr. Smith, who practiced medicine in 
Norway for many years. 


Andrew Thoman 


Andrew Thoman, son of Vincent and Walburga Thoman, was 
born in Linn County in 1863: and spent his boyhood on a farm 
near Fairfax. In 1892 he married Anna Meier. She was born 
in Norway in 1871, the daughter of Joseph and Lena Baker Meier. 
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Mr.and Mrs. 
Andrew V. Thoman 


They bought a farm tour miles southeast of Norway, from Rody 
Carl, which was their home tor many years. _ Besides farming, 
Mr. Thoman did custom threshing and corn shelling for his neigh- 
bors. In 1928 Mr. and Mrs. Thoman retired in Norway. Their 
children are Joseph, Lena (Mrs, Hlasley), Anna (Mars. William 
Schulte) and Donald. Mir. Thoman died in 1951. Mrs. Thoman 


is active, and in good health at 92 vears of age. 


Adam Thomas 


Adam Thomas was born in PLessen Darimstadt, Germany, in 1824 
and came to Buttalo, New York in 1852 where he lived with the 
Kbenezer colonists, forerummers of the Amana colonists. He fol- 
lowed the tailor trade. There he met Margretha Zimmer, who was 
born in Hessen, Germany in 1831. They were married in 1855. 

Leaving his bride in Buffalo, he came to lowa in the spring of 
1855 with the first contingent of Amana colonists and helped build 
the first Amana homes. This wife and mother and other relatives 
came later in the vear with the first group of women and children. 
They rode across the prairie in wagons from lowa City to their 
new home. Phe first winter was one of hardship. Their log 
cabin was without a door for sometime, and a family member 
guarded the entrance at night to keep wolves from cntering. The 
site of that home is a knoll west of Amana, still referred to as the 
Thomas hill, 

In 1858 the Thomas family moved to a log cabin six. miles north- 
west of Amana which had been built and occupied by members of 
the Jasper Colony. They shared this cabin with the Christopher 
Volz family. tlere they rented land from: Mars. Uthoff. In 1863 
they bought 160 acres of land southeast of Norway from Mr. Buch- 


Sains ; 


ee. 


ay ie a arene STM Ire 
rom ae ay | 
% 


a 


40, been oh 


ayer oN nytt 


» 


yboil fawil ‘AAAI ZY to tastier valine avot art p ag thee oT 
usitutnd ws biesd ey vee sol offal Vrodlt eew bth Auk) 
irs ail xr Wry thsele. ater “fois iF yal YH motes bib wand A 
uatl  vawwt ai Dot named edd bo A #9eL ae? al 
mtlliW oath/) monk 6 doleull ey ) preery. hepaest wih wribtids: 
nemot’ al’ .Lé@f ui beth wane 11/ bleed) ts Clade 
ogb to tiv £@ ts leat hou at bis site, @ 


eeoiod.  mpbA 


BGAL wb, ves. Souter l ccaeewt | sil into! “he count T pnsids, 
ltiew Dyvvil of vrutve E240 wi diol vot waiimee) ‘ttc bee 
oH .tvinwloo sued ot lo eroitaaowel .einolos Tenens 
aw odw «ouwdiX sliviaqwl! tom od svelte whind off trywol 
etal at betrusn erew vot LEAL at vee sro ge wtod 
lo merger lt, ink swol of setur od oolt Viol ai olive «id why 12, | 
biti beachot bes xietivaloo mes, bo socpetnbers Jeoud oad ‘i COAL 
eavitaben pita bus welionw bas viiw vt zonal anal, Boit oft 
4b bus wstiow te quot sell ol iw more oold pd vet) ones 
tlt oF yh awol nant saoynd ot ote ot, denn ober 1d 
yey Hell libel lop yatta abive Wodetie Feat ule sel Wwe 
wc vilvusl es byeusp corte dopencne wo} temp & broddi iw inthis 
tT yurrhry dort evthow (yA iv bi Pastas ba, yours of bo oloueary 
ht 26 of bovestos {lite ome lo teow Mod « et mel dh Ve odie 
Mid ert T 
“Hon eal siz nidia gol not byron vii semen tT lt GGA ab 
lo weds vl boicuicn bine Mag won Lonel ib virber nana, lo tiga at oi 
voileposeral ytd Dive ashi vist lrownle Youth rn ee oh ta ould 4 4 
GO6l ab Hit alhordort beel eon ell ahh Aiea A aos Mite 
“howl l/h nie toe tewdiaee bank te rors 004 sata hat 


| dae 
AN 14 ? ! a A) + er : : 
; Ly aatae jou ik): en a) on 


arst. After enlarging the house, Lutheran services were held in the 
home Sunday afternoons. Neighbors came many miles to attend, 
traveling in wagons, on foot and on horseback. A Lutheran ceme- 
tery was established on the Thomas farm, which was abandoned 
at the turn of the century. Mr. and Mrs. Thomas were the par- 
ents. of six children; Adam, John, Susan, Beyer, George, Henry, 
and Margaret Wagner. 


Mr. and Mrs. Adam Thomas 


Henry ‘Thomas 


Henry Thomas was born south of Norway in 1866, the son of 
Adam and Margietha Thomas. He married Mary Fahnle in 1890. 
She was born near. Heidenheim, Germany in 1865 and came to 
Iowa at the age of six years with her parents, George and Mag- 
deline Fahnle. 

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas bought the home farm of 160 acres, four 
miles southeast of Norway, from his parents. They farmed here 
until their retirement to Norway in 1917. They celebrated their 
sixtieth wedding anniversary in 1950.) Mr. Thomas was active in 
public affairs, holding township offices, serving ‘many years as 
treasurer of the Methodist Church, 30 vears as a school board mem- 
ber, and 25 years as secretary of the Norway Consolidated School 
District. Their children are; Eldred, Neal, and Esther (Mrs. Line 
Tow. Mrs. Thomas died in 1953.) Mir. Thomas resides in Norway 
and maintains his own home and a large garden at the age of 96 
years. 
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Mary Pickart’ married Lorenz 
Spellerberg September 19, 1869. 
To this union was born 13 children, 
five having died in infancy. Eliza- 
beth Arp, Louise Maloney, Cather- 
ine) Schmidt, William, Theresa 
Kimim, Richard, Rose Tehel, Mat- 
thew. Mary Pickart died in 1921 
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Andrew Tow 


Andrew Tow was born April 3, 1837, at Tow, Norway (near Sta- 
vanger). After the death of their parents, he and his twin brother, 
Lars, were raised by their grandparents. 

He came to America in the early 1850's and settled near Leland, 
Illinois. In 1858, he came to Iowa and when the Civil War broke 
out, he enlisted and served for four years. 

On March 5, 1874, he was married to Ellen Sampson in Morris, 
Illinois. Ellen was born Feb. 24, 1850, in Norway, Europe, and 
had come to Seneca, Illinois, in 1855 with her parents, 

Andrew had been living in a log cabin on.a farm southeast of Nor- 
way, but since there was lumber on the place, the following sum- 
mer, he built a new house for his bride. Seven children were born 
to this union Samuel (who died at an early age of whooping cough), 
Cyrus, Mary, Martha (Mrs. Conrad Roseland), Sadie, Elmer, and 
Elizabeth (Mrs. Richard Miller ). 

They lived on the farm until 1912, when they moved to Cedar 
Rapids, lowa. Andrew died April 3, 1915, at the age of 78, and his 
wife died March 11, 1931, at the age of 81. 


Front row, left to right — Andrew Tow, Lars Tow 
Back row — Mrs. Andrew Tow, Mrs. Lars Tow 


Lars Tow 


Lars Tow, the son of Shure Varveg and Barta Tow, was born 
April 3, 1837, at Tow, Norway, Europe. 
In 1852, when he was fifteen years old, he came to the United 
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States in a sailboat. He came directly to Ottawa, Ilinois, where he 
joined his twin brother, Andrew, who had already been here fo: 
several vears. He worked on farms in the Norwegian community 
along the Fox River , later chopping wood in the territory arounc 
Wee revor. Guttenberg , and Osage. After several vears of wood 
chopping, Lars turne ae to farming, at first near Way erly, 

On a visit to the Norlands who were living near Norway, he be- 
came interested in this section and atter working for a Mr. Johnson 
for awhile, he purchased land from the government for $6 an acre. 

A vear later, in 1862, he was united in marraige with Julia Strand, 
who had also been in Norway, Europe. Their first home, a mile 
northeast of Norway, consiste ‘d of one room with a real floor, which 
was a luxury at that time. Thirteen children were born to this union 
with only six living until maturity, Sam, Louis, Julia (Mrs. Racine 
Sunde), Bertha (Mrs. L. Berg), Lizzie, (Mas. G. Thompson ), and! 
Archie. All but Archie later moved from the Norway community. 

Archie and Jessie Buchanan were married in 1909 and were the 
parents of two children, Keith and Julia (Mouk), He continued to 
live on the home place where he engaged in farming and livestock . 
raising until 1935, when the farm was sold. He and his wife moved 
to Norway where he continued to live until his death in 1959. 

Lizzie Thompson, now Yl], is still living in Cedar Rapids, lowa. 


Ole Tow 


Ole Tow was born near Stavenger, Norway, and came to America 
at an early age and settled in La Salle County, Hlinois. After a few 
vears he returned to his native land, but stayed there only for a short 
visit, Ile then returned to Hlinois with his bride and several im- 
migrants. 

After a short stay in Illinois, he came to Lowa settling near the 
German colony in lowa County, but tinding that the country was 
new and settlers few and far between, he went to \finnesota with 
his brothers where he engaged in the cattle business. 

After a short time he moved to Mitchell County, lowa, and then 
again to Hlinois. In 1854, he moved to Benton County, Iowa, which 
to the day of his death became his home. Several years after the 
death of his’ first wife, Bertha Strand. he married Anna Norland. 


Thomas G. Tow family 


Thomas G, Tow emigrated to America from Tau, Norwav, Eur- 
ope. in 1ST4. coming to Norway, Lowa, upon his arrival here. He 
had 25 cents in his pocket. Ele was emploved at various farms in the 
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vicinity and in seven vears had saved $1,000. 

In March, 1881, he purchased trom Dennis Hayes for $33.00 per 
acre, a 160 acre farm located 14 miles southeast of Norway. 

On March 3, 1883, Mr. Tow was married to Malinda Tysdale. 
She had come here from Tysdale, Norway, Europe, in 1880. They 
were the parents of nine children, namely; Samuel, Eustace, Gus- 
tave, Emmet, Lincoln, Ida, Oliver, Gertrude and Chester, Lincoln 
and Oliver are veterans of World War I. 

Mrs. Tow died in 1902. In 1910, Mr. Tow married \fartha Tys- 
dale and to this union, one son was born, Max M. Tow. 

In 1901, Mr. Tow purchased an additional 80 acres and the entire 
farm was sold in 1928 to Mr. William Uthoft. 

Mr. Tow died in 1923, and widow, Mrs. Martha Tow, purchased 
a home in Norway, where’she lived until her death in 1955. The 
children now living are Lincoln, Ida (Mrs. Eldred Thomas), Oli- 
ver, Chester and Max M. Tow, 


Charles Trojovsky Family 


The oldest child of the Peter Walters was Magdalene, and at the 
age of 12 years stayed at the George and Elizabeth home near Nor- 
way and attended religion classes at St. Michael’s church. 

At the age of 19, she worked in Atlantic, lowa, later coming and 
helping out with the family. In 1883, she married Charles Trojov- 
sky, who with his family had immigrated to the United States from 
Konggratz, Bohemia, where he was born in 1861. He worked on the 
farm, later going in the shoe business, at one time making shoes by 
hand, which was very satisfying for him, having learned the trade 
before he came to the States. Some years later he, with John Pick- 
art, purchased the Norway brick and tile factory, and this lasted un- 
ti! his boys, Louis and Heinie were inducted in the service for 
World War 1. Then he went back to shoe repairing until his death 
in 1935. Lou, better known as Mose, was in the Navy, and Heinie 
in the Army. 

John was married to Mary Siepman and they had 4 children, Es- 
ther married Lloyd Primrose and are the parents of 4 children; Ro- 
bert, Harold, Susan and Gayle. Annette, Victor and Harold, who 
married Lauraine Glenn. 

The other Trojovsky children were Anna (Mrs. John H. Boddic- 
ker of Newhall), Lizzie, who never married and Kate (Mrs. Geo. 
H. Smith of Watkins). Mary, John’s wife died in 1940 and: John 
follower her in 1948. 

Kate Trojovsky was born near Fremont, Nebraska, October 20, 
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1888, and spent her vounger days in Norway. She worked for Al 
Heynen at the store then was married to George Smith, son of the 
Henry Smiths of Watkins. They have eight children, Hubert, of 
Sacramento, California, Marguerite Ferris of League City, Texas, 
Colette Gerling of Mediapolis, George and Paul of Cedar Rapids, 
Rose Ann Bratton of Burlington, Velma Gavin of ET Paso, Texas, 
and Edward of Norway. Three of the bovs enlisted for World War 
1, Hubert in the Heavy Field Artillery, George in the U.S. Marines 
and Edward of Norway. 

Anna Trojovsky, granddaughter of Peter Walter, was born 
near Norway, and married John H. Boddicker of Newhall in 1906. 

Lizzie Trojovsky, also a granddaughter, was born near Amana, 
June 7, 1887. She never was married. She was emploved at the A. 
B. Johnson Store in Norway for 32 vears before her death in 1952. 

Lou (better known as Mose) was born in Norway in 1891, and 
anarriel Julia Snyder, of Cedar Rapids, who was a teacher in the 
Norway high school. 

Henry Trojovsky was born in Norway in 1894. He worked for 
Mr. Blakely at the Norway Lumber Yard after returning from ser- 
vice in World War Ll.) He was in the 88th Division and was overseas 
when the Armistice was signed. Later he was manager for the 
Denniston and Partridge Lumber Company until his death in 1956. 
He was married to Dorothy Risdail, who survives him. 


Charles Trojousky and Family 
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John Troy (1824-1870) 


John and Permelia McNutt Troy came to Florence Township 
from Wisconsin in a covered wagon. The first Troy home was 
on the Southwest corner of the Charles Schrader farm. They later 
moved.to the present site of the Schrader home. The Troys were 
the parents of six children: Whitfield, Nell, Dell, Charles, Henry 
and Melissa (Mrs. Daniel Montague ). 


Osman Tuttle 


Osman Tuttle, who name dthe town Norway, was born in Oslo, 
Norway, Europe, in January, 1798. He married Melinda in Nor- 
way, Europe, in 1826. They had nine children: three, Osman, Jr., 
Betsey, and Annie, grew to maturity. Mrs, Tuttle died in 1852. 
Mr. Tuttle then married his second wife, Helen Sophia, in Norway, 
Europe, in October, 1855. They had five children. Two, Henry 
and Lewis, grew to maturity. Henry remained in the Norway com- 
munity and married Martha B. Thompson January 2, 1882. She 

was a daughter of Sophia Thompson, a widow whose husband, 
William B. Thompson, enlisted in the Eighth lowa Civil War Vol- 
unteers. He lost hs health in the filth of the Andersonville Rebel 
prison, was furloughed home and died in 1868 leaving his widow, 
four small children and a debt on the 80-acre farm that was later 
bought and now is part of the Tuttle farm one mile south of Nor- 
way. | 

The Henry Tuttles had ten children all attaining maturity, Clara 
Tow, Otis, Royal, Ruby, and Howard are living in Norway; Ches- 
ter is in Newhall; William is in L ong Beach, California; and Thel- 
ma Hutchinson resides in Rochester, Minn. Irene Melberg passed 
away in 1924 and Florence Carty in 1932. Lewis Tuttle, the other 
son of the Osman Tuttles, migrated to the Spirit Lake area, reared 
a family of nine, and died there in 1942. Henry Tuttle died in 
1947. 

Osman Tuttle first came to America in 1836 and settled in Nor- 
way, Illinois. He came to Benton County, lowa, and filed an 
hs land in section 17 in 1854. 

United States to Osman Tuttle 
Copy of Patent May 1, 1854 
Land deed Records Page 26, Bok 93, Eentry No. 25 
E%, NW, Sec. 17. Certified a true copy by Recorder of 
General Land Office. 

Mr. Tuttle went back to Norway, Europe, in 1855 and returned 
to Benton County, lowa, in 1859. . 
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Mr.oand Mrs. Henry Tuttle 


The Tuttle cabin was located across the road from the present 
Norway cemetery. The first school house was built where the 
Catholic cemetery is now located. The buildink was later moved 
into Norway. Mr. and Mrs. Tuttle were members of the Lutheran 
Church and gave the land where the church was bnilt 1% mles 
north of Norway. 

The Cedar Rapids & Missouri River Railroad was leased to The 
Galena & Chicago Union in 1$62 and by modified lease to the Chi- 
cago & North Western December 1, 1865. Three railroads were 
then ina fierce race across Lowa to the Missouri River. The Rock 
Island had able engineers but dissention resulted in) mismanage- 
ment and bankruptey. The Burlington had ample backing from a 
group of Boston bankers but the North Western had John I, Blair, 
who succeeded in pushing his project through and arrived at Coun- 
cil Bluffs ahead of the favored competitors. 

Henry Tuttle and Jacob Jared) owned and operated the first 
steam-powered threshing rig in southern Benton County. Their 
work took them all over the area and they threshed from stacks 
until Christmas. They threshed wheat from fields for eter C. 
Olson on the present site of Newhall. Three of Henry Tuttle's early 
friends — Joe Boddicker, Joe Schmuecker and John Schmidt — fol- 
lowed the rig a lot and always stacked the straw. He often spoke 
of these three sturdy men. 
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Henry L. Uthoff 


Henry L. Uthott, son of Casper and Haanah Reveeves Uthoff, 
was born in St. Louis, June 4, 1850. His parents had lived near 
Bielefeld, Germany. In 1847, Mr. and Mrs. Casper Uthoft, a daugh- 
ter and a sister of Caspers (later Mis. Harmon Schloeman) lett 
the port of Bremerhaven, Germany, in a sailboat for America and 
went to St. Louis by Way of New Orleans. 

A brother, Charles H., was born in 1847 in St. Louis and the sis- 
ter died from cholera a short time after coming to America. There 
were nine in the family and it is presumed that the five children 
died at an early age in Germany. 

In August, 1851, his parents came to Lowa and were members of 
“Jasper Colony’. 

Charles Hl. died in 1851. -A brother, Charles Sr., was born in 1853. 

After the death of Casper Uthotf in 1853, Mrs. Casper Uthott 
continued to live in the log cabins of the “Jasper Colony” with her 
two sons, Henry LL. and Charles Sr. After her marriage to Christo- 
pher Martin Volz (in about 1862) they later moved to the home- 
stead where Kenneth Hackers now live about 3 miles southwest of 
Norway. They took care of her two sons and the children of Chirist- 
opher Volz's from his first marriage. They later moved to the home- 
stead where Walter Volz now lives 4 miles south and #4 miles west 
of Norway. 


Henry L. Uthoff and Caroline (Blomker) Uthoff and Family, taken 
in 1901. Back — Willie. Front — Clara (Mrs. Howard Rose), Mr. 
Uthoff, Benjamin, Albert, Mrs. Uthoff, Linnie (Mrs. Joe Plots). Oth- 
ers born later — Clarence, Elmer, Lorene (Mrs, Everette Jordan). 
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In the 1880's, Henry L. and Charles Sr. were instrumental in help 
ing their remaining relatives that lived in Germany come to Amer: 
ica. They were: Mrs, Frank Oberwetter (A. M. Elizabeth) a siste1 
of Casper Uthott, who was 84 years old; her two daughters, Johan- 
na (Mrs. Louis Lepper Sr.) and Minah; Louis Lepper Sr. and the 
Louis Lepper Sr. family, Gustaf, Louie, Paul, Hugo, Emma and Fre- 
dia (Mrs. Ferinand Alber ). 

Mrs. Oberwetter and her daughter lived with Henry L. and kept 
house for him. Minnie Oberwetter died July 10, 1887, at th age of 
45 years and is buried in Lenox Cemetery. After Minnie’s death, 
Mrs. Oberwetter later lived with the Leppers. She died in 1890. 

On March 20, Henry L. Uthoff was married to Caroline F. Blom- 
ker. 

To this union were born nine children: William F. (Norway ) 
and married Gladys See. Their children are Wilmer (Norway) 
married to Betty Posehl and Lualis (Mrs. Lloyd Dumenile ), Clara 
(Norway) married Howard Rose. Linnie (Norway) married Joe 
Plotz. Their son Alvin (Norway) married Rosely B, Ahrenholtz. 
Benjamin born August 27, 1898, and died October 16, 1946; Albert 
E. (Norway) married Pauline Andrews; Martha married Glen E. 
McArtor (Amana) and their children, LeAnna (Mrs. Richard H. 
Schulte) and Maryls E. (Mrs, Lee C. Herr); Clarence C. born 
August 29, 1907, and died March 24, 1937, and was married to 
Florence Possehl and also lived on the Henry L. Uthotf homestead. 
Elmer C. born February 19, 1910, and died April 22, 1910; Lorene 
married Everett Jordan and have two sons, Darrell and Ralph (Mt. 
Vernon ). 

Henry L. Uthoff was local president of the New Jerusalem church 
for approximately 20 vears beginning in 1881, first secretary of 
Lenox Mutual Insurance Co. which was established in 1883, presi- 
dent of the Benton County Savings Bank from 1904 to 1918, town- 
ship clerk for many vears and served on the local school board. 

On January 30, 1918, Henry L. Uthott died at his home three 
miles south and i miles west of Norway. His wife, Caroline F., died 
March 19, 1926. 


Charles Uthoff, Sr. 


Charles Uthotf Sr. was born June 26, 1853, in a log cabin in “Jas- 
per Colony” 4 miles south of Norway on junction of Price and Wil- 
low Creek. He was the youngest child of Caspar and Hannah 
Reeves Uthoff who came by sailboat from Bielefld, Germany, by 
way of New Orleans, lived in St. Louis during 1847 to 1851 and 
then came to lowa in August of 1851. | 
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Charles Uthoff Sr..and Minnie (Blomker) Uthoff and their family 
taken in 1895. Back row — Martha (Mrs..Henry Brockschink). 
Front row, left to right — George, Mr. Uthoff, Minnie (Newcome), 
Annie (Volz, Dunn), Mrs. Uthoff, Henry and Charlie. Others 
born later — Edward, Pearl (Mrs. John Durow), Victor, and Arthur. 
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Ten years before Charles, Sr., married, he and his brother, Henry 
L.., lived together in a log cabin west and a little north of where 
Elmer Schulte lives now. 

Charles Uthoff Sr. married Minnie Blomker (daughter of Ernest 
Blomkers Sr.) on April 18, 1882, who settled in Luzerne, Iowa, area. 
Minnie was born April 7, 1864, in Westphalia, Germany, and was 1% 
years old when she came by sailboat to America with her parents, 
two brothers (Henry and Louie) and two sisters, Sophie (Mrs. 
Henry Thiele), and Leasetta (Mrs, August Grimm). One sister 
died and was buried in the Atlantic Ocean when they came to 
America. 

The Charles Uthotf Sr. home was 4 miles south of Norway and 
60 rods north of the Jasper Colony log cabins. This farm was for- 
merly owned by Charles Sr.’s mother, Mrs. Caspar Uthoft, who re- 
ceived a transter of the land on November 16, 1853. 

While their home was being built by Henry Hofferd of Norway, 
they lived in the first Excelsior School building which still remains . 
on the farm. In the fall of 1882, they moved into their home, now 
owned by Stancil and Krofta. 

Charles Sr. served as trustee of the local New Jerusalem Church 
and worked his life time to spread its influence. He mastered the 
Bible and enjoyed discussions of religion. He studied music. 

He constructed a windmill to perform such tedious tasks as saw- 
ing wood and grinding. 

- To this union were born twelve children; Clara and Willie, twins, 
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were born Feb, 2, 1883, and died when 8 months old. Martha, Mrg. 
Henry Brockschink, Norway, George, born April 5, 1886, died Feb 
1, 1955, and was married to Ella Haines; Charles E. Jr., born Dee 
4, 1888, died in 1959, and was married to Libby Svoboda, and serv- 
ed in the war; Minnie (Newcomb) West Union, lowa; Henry, bora 
Oct. 2, 1894, died Noy., 1950, married to Florence Vette, and serve! 
in the army in Europe in World War [. Henry and Florence ano! 
their family lived on the Charles Uthoff Sr. homestead the last years 
of their married life. Edward was born March 3, 1897, died Nov., 
1948, and married Mabel Volz. They lived on the ora hetead che 
first years of their married life and Edward was a great baseball 
player and promotor. The sixth child was Anna Volz Dunn of Mar- 
engo, lowa. The tenth child was Pearl (Mrs. John Durow ) of Cen- 
ter Point. Victor, of Cheyenne, Wyoming, married Leora Moyer. 
They also lived on the homestead the first years of their married 
life. Arthur Sr. of Mt. Auburn, lowa, marrie “d Bessie V ogt. 

Mrs. Charles Uthoff Sr, died April 25, 1926. 

Charles Uthoff Sr. died at his daughter's home (Mrs. Henry 
Brockschink) in January, 1985. 


The Vettes 


Charley Vette, came from Westphalen, Germany, to St. Louis, 
in 1848, then camé to Lowa County, lowa, with the Jasper Colony 
as a member. When the Colony disbandoued he was married to 
Ursula Wilkins, and purchased a farm 4 miles south of Norway, later 
known as the Henry Frimimil farm. Later he sold the farm and pur- 
chased the farm which Ralph Mathes now owns, soon after moving 
there, he was elected as County Supervisor of Lowa County, and 
the family moved to Marengo. 

Two of their sons, Charley and Arthur, stayed on the farm, and 
continued farming, later the ‘y also moved to Marengo. | 

Charles, Sr. died in 1893, at Marengo, and his wite, Ursula, in 
1927, also at Marengo. 

Eight children were born to the family. All except Arthur mi- 
grated to other parts of the country. Arthur remained in Marengo, 
and was a banker there until his death in 1924. 

Charley Vettes brother, Bernard and his wife Marie (Hecht) 
Vette, came to lowa County in about 1554, just after the Jasper 
Colony had disbanded. Fora vear they rented a room in the 
Jasper Colony house, owne ‘dd by Mrs. € Jasper Uthott. Then they mov- 

ed to Berton County, Lowa, to the place that is now owned by Mrs. 
Adolph Miller. 
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Bernard Vette and Marie (Hecht) Vette Family 
Back row, left to right — Alvina, Gustaf, Matilda (Mrs. Win. Bier- 
man), William. Front — Mrs. Bernard Vette. 


Bernard Vette died in 1894, and his wite Marie in 1913. 

Five children were born to the family. Three remained on the 
farm until their death. Alvina, born in the Jasper Colony in 1857, 
died in 1939. Edward, born in Iowa County in 1861, died in 1932. 
Gustav, born in Iowa County in 1864, died in 1913. Matilda, born 
in 1867, married to William Bierman in 1897, and lived on the Bier- 
man farm +4 miles south of Norway, died in 1951. William, born in 
Benton County, lowa, in 1558, married Bertha Burmeister in 1898, 
and purchased a farm just north of the old Vette place, and died 

1928. Five children were born to the family, Florence (Mrs. 
Henry Uthoff) now living in Cedar Rapids, Helen, William, and 
Waldo at home. Clara died in infancy. 


Christopher Martin Volz 


Christopher Martin Volz was born in Darmstodt, Germany on 
September 12, 1824. [le was the youngest child in a family of ten, 
In 1852 Christopher Volz, his wife, Gertrud Thomas Volz, and three 
children, Margaret, Christopher and Adam, came by way of But- 
falo, New York, crossing the Atlantic in a sail boat. They were 
accompanied by Gertrud’s mother, Mrs. Thomas. A. brother, 
George Volz and family were living at Buffalo. Christopher Volz 
fcund work in a shipyard but it was not to his liking, so he worked 
on a farm for the Ebenezer (Amana) Colonists. 

The family came to lowa in the fall of 1855 with the second 
group of Amana colonists. 
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In 1858 the Volz (and Thomas) families left Amana and moved 
into a log cabin en ie by members of the Jasper Colony, Here 
they rented land from Mis. Caspar Uthotf. 

lis tirst wife was Gertrud Vhomas. To this union were born 
Margaret: (Murs. J. Wim. Schloeman), Philip, Chris and Louise 
(Mrs. George Thomas), Adam, and Kate. 

lis second wife was. Mrs. Caspar Uthoff. To this union. no 
children were born. 

His third wife was Caroline Schroeder. To this union were 
born five children: Martin (who had-an elevator in Norway ), 
Willian, Millie (Mrs. Ray Mason), Ernest and Arthur. 

The living descendants around the Norway area at the present 
time are; Walter Volz (son of Arthur Volz and Anna Kimim Volz), 
who married Mary Kahler, and Luella Volz Hacker (daughter of 
William Volz and [la Danke Volz) who married Kenneth Hack- 
er. They live on the old Christopher Martin Volz and William 


Volz homestead 5! miles southwest of Norway, 


John Weston 


Johuy Weston was born in New York State. Ele came to lowa 
when a boy and lived with his parents near De Witt. Later he 
came to Benton County and farmed SO acres southwest of Wal- 
ford. Elis first crop of wheat was destroved by prairic fire, At 
that time the railroad came as far west as Cedar Rapids. 

He married a young girl of Pennsylvania Dutch descent, and 
they bought a farm of 160 acres four miles southeast of Norway, 
where they raised their family. Mis. Weston took care of the 
milking and butte rmaking and sold the butter in Cedar Rapids. 
Sugar was such a luxury that 25 ceuts worth was their years sup- 
ply. Mr. Weston sacked his wheat and hauled it to C ‘edar Rapics 
inanoov cart. When the cart became mired in a prairic slough, 
he would carry part of the load to dry ground. pull the cart through 
and reload. The mortgage on their farm bore 20% interest, but 
thes cleared that by selling ten acres to a neighbor, 

\Ir. Weston and his wife. Hien. helped organize the Norway 
Methodist Church and the Baptism of their daughter, Minnie, is 
the first recorded there, Their children were: Alice Saul, Minnie 
Long, Cora Goodell, Pearly and Otis. Miter the death of his wife, 
Vir. Weston bought a farm one mile west of Walford where he 
lived! with) his son, Otis and family. Later he married Mrs. Mary 
Birdsall andl they retired: in Wraltord. 
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John D. Waychoff 


John D. Waychoftf, wife and family, came to Iowa in the spring of 
1868 from Greene Co., Penn., and built a log cabin at the present 
sight of the St. Paul Catholic cemetery. 

His family consisted of eight sons and one daughter. They lived 
at Watkins for 5 years then moving to Deadham, Iowa, in the west- 
ern part of Iowa. 

Years later, two of his sons returned to Watkins. They were Jack- 
son and Frank. 

In the fal! of 1868, Jackson Waychoff, an older brother of John D., 
came out from Penn., spending the winter. In the spring of 1869, 
moved to the present sight of Alfred Voss’s residence. 

In the spring of 1870, Jackson Waychotf moved his family to one 
mile north of Watkins on a farm he purchased from Josiah Hartley. 

Jackson Waychott’s family consisted of his wife, six sons and five 
daughters. His sons were Martin, Benton, Burt, and Charles. 

Martin Waychoff farmed the old homestead north of Watkins 
until death in 1937. } 

Burt Waychoff remained in Watkins until his death at the home 
of his nephew, John Erel, in June of 1957. 
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Beauty Salon 


by Leola Wagner 


Specializing in hair styling, 


bleaching, hair coloring, 


permanent waving 


FOR APPOINNTMENT CALL 
Norway 227-2863 or 227-5336 


Je paige ot ait aval of siabeek Maat hen alive pest a a rr a 
tiveng oft in vider yel 4 Mat bow .1a9 00 suet med et 
Washoe vifodim Tse 42 ott to idgic 

bevil yodT wtdyuab oto bap anon tlgie to boteienes vlna afl 
“fesve salb ei spool fisdbroG of ynivor mot emey & tof enihaW te 
3 wwe YW hey 019 

‘Ant aryw vod T  eablie'W of henustor zane zi too? watel ae 
dem baw noe 

CG ade] le crediow! vbio us SdoysW woedon| 408! to ilat ot ol 
ROBE to yange oft af othe oft ynibosge ..n09f mort tuo sam 
seasbias: 2 ero healA to tdpia tree od of bevom 

acy o8 yiiwial val beaver HodoysW] aordon) VEL to yisbtqe oft nl 
cok i Matzol mon bench ys) of nitnt u Wo eittdig Vi to dion alien 

ovit bean cane xiz otiw cul to byteleno» yliasl ¢RodoyaW aoedos| 
cotwit) bes twél wold aiteat/ sre enor iH .crotdguab 

mia’ to dion biotesmod blo ott) Lovwent RodoysW ait, 
JEL ni dieob lan 

sine wll te Meh vid Tite excteW ot hows NedoyaW tod 
TERT Ys sein] oi ft alo wolqen zid Yo 


¢ AJOL 
noloé yiunsd 


ronppW oloe!) yd 


wnilyiz tind ni Qnixilpiseg2 | 
enirclos tind gninonold ran ng 
 Btivew tasanemeq | 


Dae, 1 ‘ 


as aril Eid’) 
ve 


oa ! 
a4 a. 


Peter and Anna Walter Sr. 


Peter Walter, son of George Walter and Magdalena (Houre) was 
born in Strasbourg, Alsace, Germany, in 1832, and at the age of 24, 
he, his mother and three sisters came to the United States and set- 
tled in Ohio. His father had died in 1847, and his mother lived until 
1874. Peter and two of his sisters came to Lowa, where they worked 
and jater married. Sally married Albert Klein and Frances was 
married to Adam Klein, They were brothers. 


Peter worked for Governor Kirkwood for five vears. He was 
married to Anna Frick, daughter of Michael and Anna (Kuen) Frick 
in 1862, and they celebrated their Golden Wedding in 1912. 


Peter Walter died in 1913, and Mrs. Walter in 1921, in Petersburg, 
Nebraska, where she had been visiting. 


The children were Lena (Trojovsky), Kate (Salber), Mary 
(Preusser), Anna (Miller), Frances (Schulte), Pete, George, John, 
Joe and Will. 

John Walter was born on a farm near Amana in 1873. In 1896 he 
and two of his brothers, George and Joe, moved on the Henry Pick- 
art farm northeast of Nor way to begin farming for themselves. Their 
youngest sister, Frances, kept hates for them. 


In 1899, he married Anna Boddicker, daughter of Joe G. Boddic- 
ker. They continued living on the Pickart farm until 1900, and then 
moved on Anna's father’s farm near Newhall. They lived there 
three vears and then bought their own farm two and one-half miles 
southwest of Watkins. 

Mr. and Mrs. Walter celebrated their Golden Wedding Anniver- 
sary in Watkins in L949, 

In 1951, Mr..Walter passed awav. Mrs. Walter is still living in 
their home in Watkins. 

Mary Walter was married to Chas, Preusser in St. Michael's 
Church in Norway. . Thev moved to a farm near Petersburg, Nebras- 
ka. 

Frances Walter, the voungest of the Peter Walter family was born 
in the same home where her older brothers and sisters were, in 1880, 
and was in the first class to attend St. Michael's School in Norway. 
In 1900, she was married to Joe F. Schulte in St. Michael's Church 
at Norway, 

They started farming on the place where John C. Boddicker now 
live. In 1909, the vy merce to Cedar Rapids, then to Woonsocket, 
South Dakota in 1910, later to Adrian, Minnesota, where he oper- 
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ated a saloon, Retracing their steps back to Iowa in 1912, they went 
back to farming on the present George Becker farm. In 1924. the 
Cyrus Tow farm was bought, this place is 5 miles southeast of Nor- 
way. Mr. and Mrs. Schulte raised ten children, schooling them 
mostly in the country schools and St. Michael’s Parochial Cchool. 


Mr.and Mrs. Joe F. Schulte 


Peter Walter was born in 1869. He was married to Mary Eman- 
uel at Norway in 1895. They had three daughters. Minnie and 
Irma passed away while quite young, and Elsie, with her husband 
Charles Frese, still live on the old homestead. Mrs. Walter passed 
away in 1957, and Myr. Walter in 1946, 

George Walter was born in 1872. His farm is southwest of Wat- 
kins where Mr. and Mrs. Russel Walter live. His death occurred in 


1948. 


Mr. and Mrs. Peter Walter 


Anna Walter and John Miller started their life in Norway, where 
John was a butcher. 

They have four children, Frank, Mrs. John Woods of Blairstown, 
Charlotte McCullough of Los Angles, California, and Bertha Mil- 
ler, R.N., of St, Louis, Missouri. Mr. Miller died. in 1929. 
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Mr. and Mrs. John Miller 


Mr. and Mrs. Adam Wolf 


Adam Wolf and Mary Ann Schlueter Wolf were the parents of 


ied, Arthur, Melrose, Svivester, Maggie, Viola, Clara, and Emily. 
Svivester, Melrose and Maggie died in a weeks time from the dip- 
thera epidemic in 1893. 

Art Wolf lived on the Schlueter homestead 4 miles south and } 
mile west of Norway. [le died in Sept. 1962. His mother lived to 
be over 99 vears old, 


Mr. and Mrs. Adam Wolf 
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Mr. and Mrs. Valentine Wolf 
and family 


The Valentine Wolf family, which resided at the place now 
owned by the Myron Lohrers, were often seen in the Watkins- 
Norway community. 


Valentine and Tracy See Wolf were the parents of Mrs. Charles 
Gerner (Laura), Mrs. John Burmeister (Ida), John, George, Wil- 
liam and Harry. 


For many vears William lived on the homestead and when their 
daughter Grace married Myron Lohrer, William and_ his wife, 
Rose, moved to Marengo. 


John and Harry lived just north and east of their home. John 
retired from his farm and moved to Blairstown, 


Harry, the youngest son, moved to Norway when his daughter, 
Mildred, married Amiel Van Hoeck. His wife Jessie still lives 
in Norway and Mildred, her husband and son Frank live on the 
farm, 


Valentine Wolf Home. Standing, left to right, George, Ida, Laura. 
Seated, William, Valentine, Tracey and Harry. 
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John Brownell, early barber and 
member of fat mans traveling 
ball team. 


Eve 


© iP Pag ws 


Thaw vod whos Honaov eae 
winliyonts ean Ant hy wohiwein 


iit Vial 


ies Ha? 
Po ae 
Selb Mae We Re hes) 1 Be” 2 he é 
wa A cabo yd henaie viel Yer oa) CHR Yee 
| - wy ‘ 3 4 +s 


; 
he : are % eae (‘¢ Ae 


Piast Steam Engine Threshing Machine in Benton County, 
owned by Henry Tuttle and Jake Jared 


PIONEER FARMHOUSE — William A. Houghton, 84, of Cedar 
Rapids stands before the house that his father, John F. Houghton, 
built for his bride in 1857 on the Houghton homestead 2% miles 
southeast of Norway. Walnut was plentiful and the pioneer used 
it liberally in the construction, The original house had a kitchen- 
living room across the right end, a tiny bedroom in the near left 
corner, a small pantry behind it and an unfinished attic. It was 
purported lo be the first frame house between Cedar Rapids and 
Marengo. 
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Threshing Time at Evergreen Farm, 2% miles south of Norway 


Good neighbors gathered together and helped each other out at 
harcest time in the yesterycars of long ago. This picture, taken 
at the noon hour on the farm of William Schloeman, brings to mind 
one such an occasion. Included in this picture, we find Leon Riley 
perched ona kind of “balcont ” seat in this summer house, In front 
of him are one of the Lepper sons, unknown, John Schlueter, Noah 
Jared, Pete Ward, Martin Jared. Seated on top step are Otto Scli- 
loeman, guest from St. Louis, Missouri, Otto Porst, and seated on 
steps in front of them, are Ed Schloeman and Ferdinand Alber. 
Front row, standing, are John Stubblefield, unknown, Charles Smith, 
John Buchan, Jas. Brown, Clint Manville, John Schloeman, and 
William Schloeman. Picture was taken in the early 1890's. 
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Denniston & Partridge Employees: 
Left to right, Dean Risdal, Walter Rose, Henry Trosky, Henry Mon- 
tague, Dorothy Elliott. 
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Hal Trosky — played baseball for Cleveland and White Sox in the 
1930's. 
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Theresa Bange (Mrs. id Smith), won honors in the National Music. , 
Contest in St. Paul in 1941 on her Trombone solo. 
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Corrine [chnson was a winner with a Flute solo in the National 
Music Contest in St. Paul in 1941, She is now Mrs. Edwin Simmons 
of Carpentersville, Hlinois. 
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Nancy Brockschink 


INTERNATIONAL 
FARM YOUTH 
EXCHANGE 


Irvin Schmuecker is one of four 
Master Farmers named by the 
Wallaces Farmer magazine, Mr. 
Schmuecker was. selected by a 
board of judges from nomina- 
tions made by neighbors and 
friends. Selection is made on the 
basis of long records of achieve- 
ment in far moperatton and man- 
agement, family living, and com- 
munity services. He ts among 
201 men and one woman who 
have received the award from 
Wallaces Farmer since the pro- 
gram began in 1926. 
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Florine Schulte 


Ervin Schunuceker 
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SCHUTTERLE BROS. 


Registered Herefords 


Herefords — the Preferred Stock 


Norway, lowa 


Captain Robert L. Primrose 
W ins 
Distinguished Flying Cross 


Captain Robert LL. Primrose, Norway ,was awarded the Dis- 
tinguished Flying Cross at special ceremonies at Offut AFB, Neb- 
raska, in recognition of his part in the massive military recon- 
naissance effort which proved the presence of Soviet missiles in 
Cuba. 


Capt. Primrose, son of Mr. and Mrs, Lloyd Primrose, Norway, 
was cited for piloting unarmed aircraft over missile installations 
in Cuba to obtain conclusive evidence of the build up of offens- 
ive weapons, 


The citation, which commended Capt. Primrose and nine other 
pilots, all of the 40S0th Strategic Air Command Wing at Laughlin 
AFB, Tex., stated in part: “During this period these officers dem- 
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onstrated exceptional flying skill and personal bravery in com- 
pleting reconnaissance flights of national and international sig- 
nificance during a period of great crisis.” 

Capt. Primrose and the other pilots were decorated by General 
Thomas S. Power, SAC Commander in Chief. 


Captain Robert L. Primrose 
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Otis Tuttle and Friends 
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Early Norway Section Hands 
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The planning and advisory commitice for the Norway Centennial 
he'd their first meeting on Feb, 9, 1962. Members are, seated | 


jrom left to right, Ed Schulte, Perry Light (chairman) and Mrs. 
Lyle Kimm (secretary). Standing from left to right, Otis Tuttle, 
P. G. Folvag, Henry “Penny” Montague, Ray Detlefsen and Royal 
Tuttle. 
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Sidedress your corn with 
ME-JON’S Greenback 20 
Nitrogen Solution, Green- 
back 20 is a low cost, no 
pressure, easy to apply 
form of Nitrogen. Don't 
let your corn run out of 
Nitrogen and ruin an oppor- 
tunity for top yields. Call 
:} Bruce Towe at Norway and 
let him apply Greenback 
20 on your corn fields. Re- 
member, a good job of ap- 
| plying Nitrogen is import- } 
ant if you want maximum 
| results, 


Liquid Mixed 


Fertilizer 
GREENBACK 20 


SKELLY. 


| 
| 
| have been in the Skelly | 
station for twenty years, | 
and have had lots of fun. | 
It has been a lot of hard | 
work but I’ve met many | 3 SKELLY 
people all over the U.S.A. | Tank Truck 
Also, | have had eight dif- | 
ferent men working for | river Wallace Kimm has 
| 
| 
| 
| 


me. The last one is my 


been a tank wagon driver 
f 


own boy, Gary. or 13 years. Alvin Pickart 


has driven for 22 years, 
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